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Scripture  Mark 9:2-8 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up 

a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before 

them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could 

bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking 

with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, "Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us 

make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah." He did 

not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed 

them, and from the cloud there came a voice, "This is my Son, the Beloved l is-

ten to him!" Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them 

anymore, but only Jesus. 

 

Devotional   Pastor Rachel Laughlin         pastorrachel@popportage.org 

 

A couple of years ago, I had some friends over for brunch on my birthday, 

which is All Saints Day, and asked everyone to dress as their favorite saint. I was 

St. Gertrude, patron saint of cats. My husband was St. Lawrence (or Laurence 

or Lorenz). According to Bishop Ambrose of Milan, St. Lawrence’s response to a 

demand from the prefect of Rome to bring him all the treasures of the church 

was to bring widows and the poor. Apparently, nobody liked a smart aleck 

back then any more than they do now. Legend has it that he was martyred by 

being roasted on the gridiron and that his last words were, “Turn me over. I’m 

done on that side.”  

 

In the story of the Transfiguration, Jesus spends time talking with Moses and           

Elijah, two great heroes of the faith. Their presence with him on the mountain 

top was one way of signaling to the disciples that Jesus was connected to the 

long thread of God at work among God’s people through the law 

(represented by Moses) and the prophets (represented by Elijah). This                       

connection helped the disciples understand Jesus’ mission and ministry more 

fully. Moses led the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt; Jesus’ work would also be 

to free God’s people. Elijah was said to be the one whose return would signal 

the great and terrible day of the Lord; Jesus must be the inbreaking of God’s 

kingdom. 

 

 

        

 

          Cont. 

Manna Moments 

mailto:pastorrachel@popportage.org


We are in community with the saints who have come before us and with those 

who are coming along after us, not to mention the ones all around the world 

with us now.  These saints help us understand God and God’s love for us more 

fully. St. Gertrude reminds me that we are called to be good stewards of                        

creation. St. Lawrence reminds my husband to stick to his beliefs even in times 

of adversity. Many of us learned to sing the songs of faith by listening to the 

saints in the pews around us when we were children. We learned Christian                

hospitality from the saints who made coffee and set out cookies for fellowship 

hour. Saints teach us to pray, how to read scripture, and model for us how to 

trust God when the world turns upside down. Who are your saints? 

 

Prayer  or Thought of the Day 

 

What qualities make someone a saint? Make a list of the saints in your life. If 

they’re still living, write them a note thanking them and telling them the impact 

they’ve made on your life. Sharing gratitude is something else saints do!  
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