
Friday, March 5, 2021 

Scripture  Ephesians 2:17-22 (NRSV) 

 

So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to 

those who were near; for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to 

the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens 

with the saints and also members of the household of God, built upon the  

foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the                   

cornerstone. In him the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy 

temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built together spiritually into a                  

dwelling place for God.  

 

Devotional  Youth Minister Megan Floyd              megan@popportage.org 

 

“Citizens with the Saints” was the theme for the 2012 ELCA Youth Gathering, 

which draws between 30,000 – 40,000 youth and adult leaders. This particular 

year, The Youth Gathering was in New Orleans, and it was my first time attend-

ing as an adult leader. No other event in the ELCA draws as many into one 

place, coming to worship, learn, and serve the host city. To be surrounded by 

so many is a small glimpse at the scope of our church. The energy and excite-

ment are thrilling and holy. 

 

The closing worship service is packed with all the super-charged emotions              

that have built up over the week. The most beautiful element, for me, is the          

inclusion of Holy Communion. In 2012, we were in the Superdome in                 

New Orleans. This stadium is exceptionally vertical, and for the closing worship 

service, the kids in our group wanted to be at the very top. The view was               

spectacular. Not only could we see the main stage, but we could also see all 

of our fellow worshipers – the full community. 

 

Holy Communion at The Youth Gathering has an organized rhythm, allowing 

the distribution to flow smoothly. Tens of thousands of participants receive the 

bread and wine and are anointed with oil in a remarkably short time. We could 

watch this dance happening below us from our vantage point while we                  

waited for the servers to come to our row.  

 

As I waited and watched, I began to feel something almost like a cloud, but 

more tangible, rising from below. It filled the room, and in our very high seats, I 

could feel it start to cover my feet as I moved to receive the elements and               

my blessing with the anointing oil. I moved back to my seat, sat down, and 

contemplated all that was before me as the feeling continued to rise in the 

space. I opened my heart to prayer, and the feeling… this cloud… this wave 

washed over my head, and I began to weep. I was completely enveloped by 

the Holy Spirit, and for that, I was overcome with gratitude and joy!  

 

Cont. 

Manna Moments 



To be a „citizen with the saints‟ is to be connected to all the members of God‟s 

household, from the past, present, and future. This spiritual connection is 

through Christ, through his death and resurrection. There are no borders or               

nations, only one humanity, bound with the Holy Spirit. We can read about this 

connection all day long, but it‟s not something we learn through reading or 

hearing – it‟s a feeling! Never before had I felt so connected to God and the 

community of faith than I did that day in the Superdome. I was entirely                 

surrounded by the Holy Spirit and connected to all of God‟s people. 

 

The Holy Spirit is with us always, but we don‟t get to precisely choose when the 

Holy Spirit washes over us in such a way that it stops us where we are. We can, 

however, choose to be ready. This is why we come together as a community, 

either in person or as a digital community, and offer our worship and praise. 

This is why we prepare our hearts for Christ, inviting that same Spirit to wash 

over us so that we may share in God‟s joy. And this is why we give thanks, for 

we cannot share in God‟s joy and remain unchanged! 

 

Prayer or Thought of the Day 

Lord, I open my heart to you and offer thanks for your steadfast presence and 

for the peace you give to us by drawing us all to you as one human family.  

Holy Spirit, wash over me and let me share in your boundless love and                      

everlasting joy.  Amen. 

 

Notes: 
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