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Scripture  Matthew 5:43-48  

You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your neighbor and hate your 

enemy.” But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 

you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for he makes his 

sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the           

unjust. For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even 

the tax collectors do the same? And if you salute only your brethren, what 

more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same?             

You, therefore, must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

 

Devotional    Pastor Dale Gatz    dggatz@bellsouth.net 

If you wanted to summarize the teachings of Jesus in something that would fit 

on a bumper sticker and use just three words, I suggest these:                                     
LOVE YOUR ENEMIES.   

 

Jesus’ launching of the “Kingdom of God” (or in Matthew, “the kingdom of 

heaven”) has often been reduced to a mechanical religious procedure                     

buying a ticket to a never ending happy afterlife. Such a focus really doesn’t 

bother ordinary everyday life, or interfere with how we behave. Thereby, we 

miss the revolutionary message that Jesus taught about living the Kingdom life 

here and now (“…on earth as it is in heaven”).  

 

The way life usually works regardless of century, regardless of culture or                       

location on the planet, it to love friends and family and hate those whom you 

regard as enemies. If things get too heated, enemies create wars and do their 

best to kill each other. The U.S. spends a huge portion of our entire national 

budget every year building capacity to defend ourselves and to destroy our 

enemies if we feel that we must. Other countries do the same. That’s the way 

the world works. That’s the way the world has always worked. It goes all the 

way from international conflict to the personal level. We arm ourselves                     

personally with weapons capable of killing our “enemies” - those whom we 

presume to be threats to us or our families.  

 

And here comes Jesus: LOVE YOUR ENEMIES. That doesn’t even make sense! If 

you love them, they are not your enemies any longer!  

 

Well then…  
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What Jesus is inviting us to do is change the way we do things. To revolutionize 

human behavior. Adopt a truly new lifestyle. But we will protest that his way is 

neither practical or realistic. In a way, I believe we really like to have some                 

enemies. It helps us define the good guys and the bad guys. We are the good 

guys (us) and they are the bad guys (them). “That’s life” we say. Yes, that IS 

life, BUT…  

 

In three words Jesus would destroy the fuel that feeds our divisions. In three 

words Jesus would help us recognize that every person on earth is our cousin. 

In three words Jesus would change the priorities of international and interper-

sonal life. In three words Jesus would deflate my self-righteousness. In three 

words Jesus would empower each of us to be a peacemaker, a gentle and 

welcoming soul, who would give up the anger and hatred we hold for those 

we consider our enemies.  

 

Jesus is not asking us to “do better” or “be nicer”. He is inviting us to be                   

different, to reject the normal, to focus on compassion and the well-being of 

all. Yes, ALL. Including our “enemies”. And in so doing we become free,                        

unburdened of all that weight of hate.  

 

Radical stuff, that bumper sticker Gospel: LOVE YOUR ENEMIES.  

 

Prayer or Thought of the Day 

AN EXERCISE FOR TODAY  

Think of five people you consider to be enemies. What would you have to do 

to love them? (No fair thinking of what they have to do to make you love 

them!)  

 

Notes: 
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