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Scripture   Luke 10:25-37 

 

Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. „Teacher,‟ he said, „what must I do to 

inherit eternal life?‟ He said to him, „What is written in the law? What do you 

read there?‟ He answered, „You shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; 

and your neighbor as yourself.‟ And he said to him, „You have given the right 

answer; do this, and you will live.‟ 

  

But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, „And who is my neighbor?‟ Jesus 

replied, „A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the 

hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him 

half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he 

saw him, he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came 

to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan while 

traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. He 

went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. 

Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of 

him. The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and 

said, “Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever 

more you spend.” Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the 

man who fell into the hands of the robbers?‟ He said, „The one who showed 

him mercy.‟ Jesus said to him, „Go and do likewise  
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Those who chose to step over or around or away from the beaten man were 

the most holy among them: a Temple priest, caretaker of the law and all that‟s 

holy; and a Levite, one born into the ranks of service to the Temple priests. And 

for a Samaritan to rescue a Jew was simply unthinkable - they were way more 

used to burning down each other‟s villages. After all, Samaritans believed in a 

kind of “Bible light,” just the first five books of scripture, and considered Mount 

Gerizim and not Jerusalem the most holy.  

  

And yet, Jesus seems to say, if we want eternal life, it‟s people like that we 

need to consider neighbors. That guy towards the end of my road who‟s been 

collecting used tires for the last three years, or that family at the other end 

who‟s filled their front yard with wood splitters, trailers and tree trunks for the fire 

wood business he‟s running, or those people next door who leave their screen 

door open all winter and park on their lawn. All we need to do is bend down to 

meet the people we usually step over. 
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I know an old guy like that, who bends down. He finds things that poor people 

need: furniture, beds, tables, chairs; then when folks call he gives them what 

they choose. I loaned him my trailer a few years ago. He‟s repainted it, had 

problem areas strengthened and welded, repaired the tongue and jack 

stand. It‟s almost like the more he uses that trailer the newer it gets; I wish I‟d 

loaned it to him sooner. And he‟s a lot like that trailer - older than me but I 

swear he looks younger, especially when he talks about the folks he‟s helping. 

He told me once he never cared for people like that, the sort of people who fill 

the church parking lot twice a week for a one cubic foot box of free food, but 

he‟s come to love what he does with them. I asked him how he changed, and 

he paused, thought for a minute or so and said, “Well, I guess you might say I 

prayed on it.” 

  

But watching this guy bend down, watching him so enjoy work he doesn‟t 

even get paid for, makes me think that maybe you don‟t have to die to enter 

heaven - maybe you can get a foot in the door right now, maybe from time to 

time heaven just breaks in. And maybe we have the wrong idea about what 

it‟s like to be there.  

 

Prayer or Thought of the Day 

 

Maybe eternal life isn‟t sitting back in a Barcalounger with your favorite beer 

watching the Super Bowl forever - maybe it‟s getting to do work you love. 

What I know for sure is that Jesus wants to throw a really big party. All he needs 

us to do is hand out the invitations. 

 

Notes: 
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