
 

 
 
 
 
Dear Congregations of the Northern Illinois Synod,  
 
 Paul Marsh and I are excited to invite you to be a part of the upcoming Stewardship for 
All Seasons (SAS) cohort in the Northern Illinois Synod. 
 
 Stewardship for All Seasons helps congregations delve deeply into God’s mission, 
discerning the ways that God calls the congregation to expand ministry and inviting people to 
be a part of financially supporting that mission. In SAS money is clearly talked about, though 
always in terms of the ministry that those funds make possible. 
 
 The first series of the SAS process happens over a 24-month period, allowing time for 
informing people of your ministry, motivating them to get excited about it, asking them for 
support, and thanking them for their participation. Telling the story of God’s work in the 
congregation is not only key to cultivating generosity, it also has a significant impact on the 
impressions people have of your ministry. 
 
 SAS brings the best in non-profit fundraising into a congregational setting, providing 
proven methods of connecting with donors.  
 
 GSB has led SAS cohorts throughout the ELCA. Personally, I have been a part of cohorts 
in the St. Paul, Minneapolis, Southwestern Minnesota, La Crosse, Milwaukee, East Central 
Wisconsin, Upstate New York, and Gulf Coast synods. Paul has worked with the Rocky 
Mountain and Grand Canyon synods and congregations in Virginia, Mississippi, Tennessee, 
Nebraska, and Washington. 
 
 My first experience of SAS came when I served as Director for Evangelical Mission of the 
Southeastern Minnesota Synod. When I saw the way that congregations engaged in the process 
and the impact SAS had on their ministries, I wanted to be a part of it! That led me to my 
current position as consultant with GSB. 
 
 I am an ELCA pastor, having served in Benson, Illinois as well as a mission start 
congregation just outside of Rochester, MN. I have a passion for congregational ministry and 
feel God’s call to help congregations grow and expand their capacity to impact the world. Paul 
has the Certified Fund Raising Executive designation after decades of work with non-profits 
across the country  
 
 Thank you for considering SAS. Feel free to reach out with any questions you have. 
 

In Christ, 
 



 
 
 
 
Responses to Stewardship for All Seasons 
 
We have been very grateful for the partnership we've experienced through the Share Life 
campaign and the opportunity to work with our consultant, Peter Reuss. Working with a group of 
congregations teaches us both what we're doing well and what we can learn. If we had not been 
a part of Stewardship for All Seasons in 2019, we would not have weathered 2020. As it was, we 
had already pushed online giving, we had a new website to make donations easier, and at year-
end 2019, we received 68 commitment forms - a record for our congregation. Although it 
stretched our donors to keep their commitments in such a difficult year, they did it. 
Rev. Dr. Joy L. McDonald Coltvet 
Christ on Capitol Hill 
St. Paul, MN 
 
The Stewardship for All Seasons (SAS) is a great program and it helped Gethsemane Lutheran 
Church in many ways. Gethsemane has not had a stewardship campaign for a long time. The 
SAS team helped work with our new leadership team to develop a highly successful campaign.  
Due to the help and guidance from the SAS team, we not only reached our pledge goal, but 
doubled it. I highly recommend the SAS team for any church that is struggling with their pledge 
drives, or just want more tools to help them improve their already great stewardship campaigns.  
Frank Marchio 
Director of Finance and Operations 
Gethsemane Lutheran Church and School 
Maplewood, MN 
 
SAS has helped us do our best job in telling the story of Celebration’s mission.  And when we tell 
our story well, I feel like there is nothing that God puts in front of us that we cannot accomplish. 
Rev. Jeff Sackett 
Celebration Lutheran Church 
Sartell, MN 
 
More Information 
 
Learn more about Stewardship for All Seasons at www.stewardshipforallseasons.org 
 
 
 


