
 
 

Mission Minute ~ March 21, 2021 
 

 
Ephesians 6:12 instructs Christians that “our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the 
rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of 
evil in the heavenly realms.”  If we are not careful, we will see the virus, or the government as our 
enemy.  Worse yet, we can conflict with other believers!  Do you need me to explain that some people 
are operating out an abundance of caution – while others act with an absence of all caution? 
 
Are you experiencing this pandemic divide?  Are you feeling the fatigue of isolation?  Are you tired of 
fearful media messages?  Are you weary of words like “pivot” and “new normal”?  Me too!  So I do not 
want to offer an over-simplified response.  However, I also did not want to complicate the matter.  As 
followers of Jesus, we have been promised God’s power and peace!  Therefore, we are commanded 
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4:6-7)  
 
I am not an epidemiologist so I cannot offer definitive medical answers.  I am uncertain about vaccines.  
But I am willing to chat and pray with you about this important personal decision.  My strong sense is 
that provincial medical authorities are acting to safeguard society to the best of their ability from a 
secular philosophical framework.  We live in a post-Christian culture so why should we be surprised 
when regulations favour the economy before faith communities.  It might not be calculated, but 
inevitably causes frustration.  Not everyone agrees on speed limits either, but we cope with them! 
 
I appreciate what David Horita, our Fellowship Pacific director shared with us at our Prayer Connect.  As 
Canadian Christians we do have the right to meet, but out of compassion for our community we choose 
not to assert those rights.  No matter what is going on in our society, our hope, meaning, purpose, and 
calling in Christ is what keeps us moving forward.  We must be unified around Jesus Christ and moved 
by the mission He has given to us.  This will help us respect regulations and be faithful to God’s call on 
our lives.  Just like any family, the danger is that we will dissolve into disunity due to conflicting views. 
 
I have been closely monitoring Provincial Health Orders (see quotations below).  You may have heard 
talk from Dr. Henry about religious groups regathering by Easter, which is April 4.  However, let me 
outline what we are planning on, regardless of what may be announced about Easter. 
 

1. Easter weekend – Please tune in for an online, community Good Friday service, which will 
available through our website and YouTube channel.  At Cornerstone we are planning to be 
online for Easter Sunday.  This will be a special service with three musical guests! 
 

2. Walking meetings – I have been connecting through walks, so I welcome you to take me for a 
walkie talkie!  “These activities are not considered a social gathering: Going for a walk or hike.” 



3. Outdoor gatherings – As of this week, “Up to 10 people can gather at a park or beach;  up to 10 
people can gather in the backyard of a residence.  Do not gather with several groups of new 
people. Stick to the same people. Continue to use COVID-19 layers of protection and maintain 
physical distancing.” 

 
4. Pastoral care – If you have a spiritual need, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me.  “You can 

still visit your place of worship for individual activities such as guidance from spiritual 
leaders, contemplation or personal prayer.  Religious leaders may attend the home of a member 
of their religious community to provide religious services to the occupant.” 

 
5. Youth programming – Currently our kids and youth will continue to meet virtually.  However, 

there are options to explore.  “Structured extracurricular activities and programs for children or 
youth 21 years of age and younger can continue to operate with a COVID-19 Safety Plan in 
place. They must be supervised by an adult.  Structured extracurricular activities and programs 
for children or youth are subject to a 50 person limit.” 

 
6. Webster’s Corners – When will we be back to in-person services?  We are waiting for two 

permissions green lights:  (a) easing of health regulations  (b) school district resume rentals.  As 
soon as we know we will let you know.  When we resume, we will need your help.  We need to 
resume set up and such.  We will also need your help to maintain safety protocols.  Plans are 
currently underway to provide a live-stream once we return to in-person services.   

 
As I reflect on Church history there has rarely been a time when churches did not have deep 
brokenness in society to wrestle with – war, famine, totalitarianism.  COVID-19 is what we are wading 
through right now.  In the words of Charles Dicken’s, this presents the “worst of times” and the “best of 
times”.  In I Corinthians 16:9 Paul confessed, “a wide door for effective service has opened to me, and 
there are many adversaries.”  What a unique time to press into the mission that God has given to us! 
 
Current restrictions mean we can deliver content but not community.  Sadly, this will have a crippling 
effect for some Christians.  Why?  Many believers have developed an event orientation in which they 
have placed dependence for their spiritual growth on events and experts.  On the other hand, this is a 
time to discover being the Body of Christ in terms of intangible faith realities.  This is a great time to 
develop a deeper prayer life, dive into the Bible for yourself, or even take an online Bible course! 
 
A pastoral colleague in Maple Ridge told me about someone in England awoke in the night to tune into 
their live stream and has now accepted Christ!  Locally a couple shared with me that their spiritual and 
married life has been transformed because of how they engaged with Christ in this time.  If you are 
looking for things to help you navigate and grow in Christ please contact me!  There are so many 
wonderful, free resources available.  Also, if you have questions or concerns about Cornerstone’s 
response to COVID-19, please reach out to me or Stephen Malacko, our Leadership Team chairman. 

 
In closing I want to say thank you.  Thank you for participating on Zoom.  Though it is less than ideal, I 
have personally been blessed and encouraged by the fellowship and care at pre-service prayer, prayer 
connect, home group, Christianity Explored, or LT check in.  Thank you for your encouragement.  Thank 
you for your partnership in prayer.  And thank you so much for your giving.  As a couple we have 
experienced loneliness for our kids, some months of no work for Lana, and other challenges because of 
pandemic conditions.  However, the Cornerstone family has been faithful to encourage us in very 
practical ways and support us financially.  This means so much and we do not take it for granted! 
 
To cope with COVID-19 many will say, “we’re all in this together”.  But this means so much more for 
followers of Jesus!  Let us continue to discover and nurture our common life in Christ.  And as we learn 
to live the life of Christ, let us allow the Holy Spirit to empower us to share the life of Jesus with others! 


