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WE GATHER 
 

Prelude 

Welcome, Celebrations, Announcements 

Lighting of the Christ Candle  

 

Hymn: “Joyful, Joyful We Adore You”                                        VU 232 

 

Lenten Candle Liturgy 
 

Extinguishing of Candle 

As we watch the smoke rise, we remember that Christ is the light 

of the world and that he came not to condemn the world, but that the world 

through him, might be saved. 

Knowing ourselves to be loved and blessed, we raise our voices in 

song - a prayer to you, O God. 
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Sung Response:  “Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery”                VU 121 
             (see verses for Lent) 

Give us eyes to see you clearly, 

make us children of your light, 

give us hearts to live more nearly 

as your gospel shining bright, 

as your gospel shining bright. 

 

 

Opening words… 

Lent is not a time for being miserable, 
but for taking stock and resetting our aims for following Christ. 
Loving God, in you we trust, 
let us never fool ourselves. 
 
Lent is an opportunity for healthy repentance- 
repentance for our indifference in face of the permeating evil of the world, 
repentance for personal sins which we have glossed over as “mere foibles.” 
According to your loving kindness, 
remember me, God of goodness and saving grace. 
 
Lent is a time for joy; the exhilaration that comes- 
from defying temptations, 
from turning our face to the light that shines 
on the narrow path of Christ Jesus, 
from walking into adverse winds and enjoying small victories day by day. 
Make me to know your ways, O God, teach me your paths, 
for you are the God of my salvation and my true happiness. 

(written by Bruce Prewer, and posted on Bruce Prewer’s Homepage.  http://www.bruceprewer.com/) 
 

We pray…  

Holy God, in this time of worship we give you thanks and praise for the 

ways that you make your presence known among us and for your covenant 

in which we live; 

for the gift of creation, whose beauty surprises us season in and 

season out; 
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for our Jewish forebears in faith, who became your people, showing the 

world what it means to live in relationship with you; 

for Jesus Christ, through whom your covenant of mercy and grace 

became open to each of us; 

for your Holy Spirit, which fills us with your power and sends us out to 

preach the good news in word and deed; 

and for the gift of this congregation, which enables us to live out our 

ministry in our time and place. 

For these and all your gifts, we give you thanks and lift up our voices in 

Jesus’ name.  Amen 
(by Frances Flook in Gathering, Lent/Easter 2021 – Year B, pg. 34.) 

 

 

Hymn:  “Jesus Bid Us Us Shine”                                                       VU 585    

 

Ringing the Tone Bell (invitation to a moment of quiet) 
 

 

WE LISTEN TO THE WORD 
 

From our Scriptures:  John 3: 14-21 
 

From the World Around Us:  A reading from ‘The Agrarian Essays’ by  

                                                                                                 Wendell Berry 

Sermon:  Life in the Light   

 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD 
 

Hymn:  “Draw the Circle Wide”                                   MV 145 

 

Offering 

Invitation 

               What Can I Do?                                                                 MV  191  

Dedication of the Gifts 
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We pray… 

Hymn:  “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”        VU 400 

 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Hymn:  “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”                                    VU 333 

 

Commissioning and Benediction: 

May the path that Christ walks to bring justice upon the earth; 

to bring light to those who sit in shadows, 

to bring out those who live in servitude, 

and to bring new life to all creation, 

may this path run through our lives. 

May we be the road Christ takes. 

The blessing of God’s love, Christ’s light, and the Spirit’s leading 

be with you this day and every day.   

Amen. 

 

Going Forth:  “Forth In Your Name, O Christ”                        VU 416 (v.1) 

 

Postlude 

 

 

Many thanks to the following for helping with our Service today: 

 Scripture Reader & Singer:  Helen Wright 

 Power Point:  Marian Garnett 

 Video Editing:  Dennis Tam 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

• Our Annual General Meeting has been postponed until further notice.  

Please stay tuned…   
 

• Tax Receipts…if you have moved, please let Heather Barclay know 

(starcom@telus.net) 

 

 

PIE Day began in the United Church’s Affirming Ministry and was first 

celebrated March 14, 2019.   PIE day 2020 was at the beginning of 

pandemic restrictions, and they continue, which is why it is safer to share 

Pie recipes than to eat pies together.  Last year’s PIE day potluck was 

cancelled. 

The date, 3.14 connects to mathematics -Pi - 3.14 …etc., thus it is a fixed 

date.  PIE = Public. Intentional. Explicit. These are the standards we hold 

ourselves and our welcome to when we become affirming, welcoming, or 

inclusive communities. March 14 is a chance to serve some pie and roll out 

the PIE by celebrating the full inclusion of LGBTQIA+ and Two Spirit 

people in faith communities and beyond across Canada.  Please forward 

your PIE recipes to Marian Garnett.    

 

Pursuant to the Pacific Mountain Regional Council Prayer Cycle, please 

pray for the well being of these Communities of Faith: 
 

 St. Andrew’s United Church – North Vancouver, BC 

 St. Andrew’s United Church – Quesnel, BC 

 St. Andrew’s United Church  – Williams Lake, BC 
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The World Day of Prayer 2021 service, is 

now available for viewing.  The service 

was prepared by the Women’s Inter-

Church Council of Canada and the women 

of Vanuatu.  The World Day of Prayer is 

traditionally celebrated on the first Friday 

of March, however, this year the recorded 

service has been made available to you so 

that you may participate in the safety of 

your own home and at time convenient for 

you.  Feel free to share this with family and 

friends.  Just click on the image to the left 

to access the service.   
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