Loved by God; Loving Others.
Fed by God; Feeding Others
I believe that I shall see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living.
Psalm 27:13
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There have been so many gifts during this pandemic. There’s been a lot of sorrow too,
but I’m going to focus on one of the surprises.
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I love teaching confirmation class via Zoom. I love walking and playing with this
crew on Wednesdays too, but teaching is so much easier when they can’t touch each
other or throw things. Middle schoolers are brilliant and I’ve loved some of our discussions and their questions.
I’ve also had quite a few acquaintances reach out asking me to talk with their kids
about god. I’m pretty sure no child wants the pastor to come to their house and reveal
the mysteries of the universe to them in a three-hour lecture. That would get me started anyway. Discovering what God we trust is not an answer to the question; it is a
conversation with a community. Faith is about learning from a community who mentor and explore with us what love looks like, who Jesus was, and how we live trusting
God.
But, I don’t want to leave kids who want to know more about what god to trust hanging without any guidance. I’m excited to have started a conversation with a rabbinical
student who is studying in Chicago, Manhattan, and LA while presiding at Congregation Sukkat Shalom in Juneau.
We are hosting a discussion on Thursday, April 22 at 5:30 via Zoom. We’re calling it
“What We Believe.” Questions about faith for young people with rabbinical student
Max Antman and Lutheran pastor Tari Stage-Harvey.
Thirty minutes to begin discussing what we mean when we use the word “god.” We’ll
start there and see where it goes. Yes, others may join, but our goal is to start a conversation in families about what they believe.
Peace,
Pastor Tari

Holy Week and Easter
Holy Week begins on March 28 with Palm Sunday.
Details about what is happening at SOV through Holy
Week and Easter are on page 5.
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Faith Formation at SOV
Faith Formation opportunities for all ages are offered via Zoom and in-person.
Recordings of our worship services and the Faith Formation videos are available on our
YouTube Channel. You can access it through the SOV website or app.
www.sovlutheran.org

Preschool - 5th Grade

At 11 a.m. on Sundays, April 4, 11, and 18 we will have a “hybrid” gathering with a song, story, and activity (you can either Zoom or attend in-person; the Zoom registration link can be found on the SOV website).
Keep in mind that these are a blast regardless of age, as our local thespians act out the weekly Bible story.

6th-8th Grade (Confirmation)

We will meet via Zoom at 10:45 a.m. on Sundays. Zoom invites will be sent to individuals via email. We
will also continue to meet with mentors once a month (Walk & Talk Sunday is a good time to meet). In
addition, we will meet for Wednesday Walks at 1:30 p.m. on March 31, April 14 and 28.

9th-12th Grade+

Sunday Time Together: On Easter Sunday at 11 a.m. the high schoolers are performing a skit for the
younger youth. On April 11 and 18, we will likely meet at 10:45 a.m. at church for a walk.
Wednesday Time Together: We will meet in person to walk and talk about life at 2:30 p.m., Wednesdays,
April 7 and 21.

“What We Believe” Conversation on Zoom

Youth and their families are encouraged to attend this conversation at 5:30 p.m., Thursday, April 22. It features questions about faith for young people with rabbinical student Max Antman and Lutheran pastor Tari
Stage-Harvey. Thirty minutes to begin talking about what we mean when we use the word “god.”

Small Group Devotions on Tuesday Evenings; and Thursday & Sunday Mornings

There are lots of opportunities for adults through the variety of small groups. Join the following “regulars”
at one of these weekly devotion groups. Please note, just because the groups happen weekly, doesn’t mean
you have to attend weekly. You can register for these Zoom events on the SOV website.
8:30 a.m. Sundays with Chris Wallace, Glenn Mitchell, and Kirt Stage-Harvey
5:30 p.m. Tuesdays with Kristina Abbott, Trevor & Talea Kellar, Katherine Andrews, and Marie Kanan
9 a.m. Thursdays with Becky Corson, Teresa Kissel, Sue Trivette, and Nancy Hixson

Walk & Talk Sunday on April 25

All are welcome to participate in Walk & Talk Sunday on April 25. Gather at the church at 10:45 a.m., and
walk toward the glacier on the paved path. This will happen regardless of weather and is open to all ages.

Prayer & Worship at SOV
Sunday Worship via Zoom—Join us from your home at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings. The
Zoom invitations for Sunday worship are published in the weekly church emails.

Holy Week and Easter—Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday on March 28. Easter Sunday is
April 4. More details about Holy Week and Easter on page 5.
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April Happenings with Family Promise Juneau
Providing Meals
SOV “hosts” for Family Promise from April 18-24 (meaning we provide dinners to
Chapel by the Lake that week). We are not currently sheltering any families, but will
invite people to sign up for meals so we are prepared. Watch the weekly emails for the link to sign up
to provide a dinner.
Take Away BBQ Pork Fundraiser
This delicious fundraiser for Family Promise happens Sunday, April 18. Takeaway dinners must be
purchased ahead of time online at fpj.betterworld.org for $20 a piece. The dinners are pulled pork sandwiches, coleslaw, baked beans, potato salad, a roll and dessert. There will also be an on-line auction.
Dinners may be picked up at Chapel by the Lake between 4:30-7 p.m. You can also purchase a meal to
be donated to a family.

Time to Start Thinking
about Glacier Bible
Camp!
It’s not too early to think about summer, especially summer camp. Glacier Bible Camp will run
July 19-24, 2021 for Juneau participants. Camp is held this
year at the Boy Scout Camp in Juneau and is open to all
those going into 5th - 12th grade. The early bird cost is
$100. After June 1, the cost is $125.

The camp flyer and registration are online on the SOV website under “events.” You are able to register for camp
online! If you have questions, call us in the church office at
789-4093. The website is www.sovlutheran.org.

Gearing Up for Summer
Lunch
Welcome to some new members on
the summer lunch team. Thanks to Annette Ranger, Kristina Abbott, Theresa
Ross, and Teresa Kissel for your willingness to lead the program. We will
need a support staff and volunteers.
Keep your eyes open for details!
There will be an outdoor only bike rodeo with bike repairs and a bike swap
from 4:30—5:30 p.m., Sunday, May
30. Lunches will begin on Tuesday,
June 1.

SOV Book Club
The SOV Book Club will meet at 6:30 p.m., Wednesday, April 7 via Zoom. The
book for April is The Giver of Stars by Jojo Moyes. Participants find their own
copies of the book. We hope you will join us.
The Giver of Stars is a sweeping rural romance that tells a fictionalized account of
the Kentucky Pack Horse Librarians. It is very much a book-club kind of book as it
is inspired by a real group of librarians who between 1935 and 1943 delivered
books to some of the most remote regions in the Appalachian Mountains.
Life is complicated. Which is why finding a little joy where you can is important.
Nothing more dangerous than a woman armed with a little knowledge. Even if she's twelve years old.
Both quotes are from The Giver of Stars, Chapter 7
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A Letter from Laura Rorem
Pastor Larry served 5 parishes. Our experiences with each person,
in each parish, awakened our hearts, minds and faith in their own
unique way. The Inupiat people of Brevig Mission changed us in
such a profound way that 1972-73 became the most meaningful and
defining year of our lives. Zion in Port Orford and Bethany in Gold
Beach (a two-point parish), each had their own unique personalities, helping both of us discern who we were and the direction in
ministry God was leading us. A much larger Prince of Peace in
Westland, Michigan, was full of love and eager to focus on social
justice and caring for “the least of these.” Our kids grew from babies to teenagers during our 12 years there. They loved and supported us unconditionally when Tanya’s mental illness emerged.
They embraced and became our advocates as we led a national lobbying campaign to successfully change
the ELCA Major Medical policy for all clergy and their families from very little insurance for mental illness/brain disorders to parity: known as the “Tanya Rorem Amendment.”
God called us back to Alaska through Shepherd of the Valley in January 1990. From the very beginning,
the dear people of SOV supported and loved us through Tanya and Matt’s intense needs, which we discovered soon after our arrival were actually caused by Fetal Alcohol Syndrome (FASD)! Larry always remembered how much these words, spoken to us at his interview, meant to us: “We can help you and you
can help us.”
We came to you when you were “toddlers.” Larry was called to lovingly form and grow you into who you
are as a congregation of God’s people today: people who care for Social ministry and for the most vulnerable; a loving and fun loving family who remain healthy and vibrant to this day! He cared deeply for each
and every one of you. For 17 ½ years, you became a part of awakening our hearts, minds and faith. You
loved, supported and struggled with us as we struggled with Tanya and Matt’s FASD and plethora of complex disabilities.
Pastor Larry’s greatest joy was to baptize, commune, confirm, care for each food pantry user and the needs
of each of you. You were each a special gift from God and he loved you deeply. As his favorite hymn
says: he loved being with you during your borning cry, when you were baptized, as you grew in the faith,
in the middle ages of your life, and as you grew old and died. He also loved to tease you, and you gave it
right back to him!
Your continued love and support of me and the family, upon his death, touches my heart deeply. I will respond to each of you personally who have reached out to me at a later date.
Covid makes it difficult to plan a memorial service. I am hoping Covid conditions improve so more people
can be there. We will provide a virtual option too. Larry and I were in the process of planning and writing
our own memorial services, so I am continuing that now. I am putting together a multi-media presentation
with Larry as the “star” for his service.
Since Larry was always the photographer, I have very few pictures of him. If any of you have pictures I
would appreciate it if you could share them with me. I am also looking for stories you may like to share
about him. I want to put the stories in booklet form. I have lots of stories from his grandchildren who talk
about “grumpy grandpa” and “funny grandpa.” They are hilarious. If you have anything to share, please
send them to me at rorem@gci.net, or call or text me at 907-723-5552.
I appreciate each and every one of you. Thank you from the bottom of my heart. With Love—Laura
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Holy Week and Easter

We’ve learned a lot since last Holy Week about how to gather during a
pandemic. Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday on March 28.

Holy Week Devotion Kit

Let us know in the church office by Friday, March 26 if you would like to
reserve a Holy Week devotion kit for your home. Kits can be picked up
after 2 p.m. on Saturday, March 27. You can find more information on the
website - www.sovlutheran.org.

Maundy Thursday

The Triduum begins with Maundy Thursday. Maundy means the commandment and it refers to the commandment that Jesus gives the disciples after he washes their feet to “love one another as he has loved
them.” This thirty minute worship will be perfect for families (all supplies will be in the Holy Week kit) or
join us at church at 5:30 p.m., Thursday, April 1.

Good Friday

We continue the journey to Good Friday. The worship is at SOV or on Zoom on Friday night at 7 pm with
the Passion according to Mark’s Gospel and special music. If you would like to contribute special music,
please email the church.

Worship Links for Maundy Thursday and Good Friday

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday worships are the same link used for the Wednesday evening Holden
Evening prayer gatherings. You can register for the Zoom links on the website. www.sovlutheran.org

Prayer Vigil

After Good Friday worship, we continue in prayer from 8 p.m. Friday night until 5 p.m. Saturday night.
Please sign-up for a one-hour prayer slot either by emailing the church or through the sign-up link in the
weekly emails. You can pray at home during your hour, or pray in-person at church. The labyrinth will be
set up at the church.

Easter Sunday

Sunday morning completes the three days of worship at 6:30 a.m. at Skater’s Cabin with sunrise service.
We will be in person, so wear a mask and plan on distancing. Aldersgate and St. Brendan’s will not be
joining us and there will not be communion.
We will have regular worship at 9:30 a.m via Zoom or in-person at the church.
We will not have breakfast or an egg hunt, but there is 11 a.m. Faith Formation for little ones with a special Easter skit from the high schoolers.

Alaska Synod Assembly
Please keep Pastor Tari and our SOV delegates in your prayers as they spend a weekend on Zoom for
synod assembly April 23-25. The theme is “Behold, I make all things new!” (Revelation 21:4-5)
There will be workshops and we will decide on voting members for Churchwide Assembly in 2022.
You can find more information at the Alaska Synod website. www.elcaalaska.net
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Food Pantry Operations

The pantry is available for food order pick-ups from 4-6 p.m.
Wednesdays and 9-10 a.m. Saturdays. If you know folks who
need food, please have them call the direct line to the food pantry (907) 500-3588 and the operator on duty will answer their
questions. Folks can also visit the food pantry ordering website
www.smartchoice.life/sov. If you are an elder or struggle with
transportation, you may get food delivered on Wednesdays.
However, if at all possible, we encourage folks to pick up their
orders.
Here is a list of the top 25 items ordered through our pantry
website. Food donations are always welcome.
1. Potatoes– small varieties
2. Mandarin oranges—fresh
3. Ramen noodles—all flavors
4. Potatoes—large varieties
5. Corn—canned
6. Macaroni and cheese– all brands
7. Fruit cocktail– canned
8. Green beans—canned
9. Chicken noodle soup
10. Tuna fish—canned, all brands
11. Bagels
12. Chili with beans
13. Apples—fresh
14. Diced tomatoes
15. Cup of Noodles
16. Peaches—canned
17. Broccoli—fresh
18. Ground hamburger
19. Sliced bread
20. Pasta sauce—all brands
21. Spam
22. Bananas—fresh
23. Fresh salad kits
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SOV Council & Committees
Welcome to our new council leaders.
Here is the updated leadership list.

Executive Council
President
Mindy Birk
Vice-President
Glenn Mitchell
Secretary
Nadine Marx
Financial Secretary
Teresa Kissel
Treasurer
Gail Fenumiai
Council Members
Theresa Ross
Nadine Marx
Mindy Birk
Gail Fenumiai
Jim Wilson
Kristina Abbott
MJ Hinman
Eileen Hosey
Glenn Mitchell
We will soon ask
folks to join and participate in committees. Please take a
look at the list of
committee responsibilities, and prayerfully consider where
you might like to participate. If you have
questions, feel free to
contact a council or
committee member.

Committee Members
Pastoral Support
Glenn Mitchell
Julie Jenkins
Chris Wallace
Fellowship
Mindy Birk
Bess Ranger
Sue Trivette
Alice Gates
Katherine Andrews
Social Concerns
Eileen Hosey
Lisa Wallace
Glenn Mitchell
Teresa Kissel
Dan Corson
Becky Corson
Roger Birk
Mindy Birk
Judy Gustafson
Elfrida Nord
Stewardship
Gail Fenumiai
Parish Education
Kristina Abbott
Faith Formation Teachers
Worship & Music
Altar Guild
Pastor Tari
Musicians

Property & Management
Jim Wilson
Theresa Ross
Dan Corson
Kirt Stage-Harvey
Steve Landvik
Scott Hinton
Chris Wallace
Chuck Orsborn

Sample List of Committee
Rsponsibilities
Pastoral Support
Evaluations
Support
Discernment
Fellowship
Birthday cards
Memorial dinners
Father’s Day brunch
Easter breakfast
Other special events
Fat Follies
Progressive Dinner
Mom’s Group
Sunday hikes
Rummage Sale
Footloose and Fancy Free
Coffee hour
Social Concerns
Food pantry
Summer lunch program
Cooking at Glory Hole
Food baskets for AWARE
Family Promise
Service Trips
Parish Education
Lenten Dinners
Men’s Group
Service trips
Youth ministries
Sunday School
Camp
Christmas program
SAM classes
Advent dinners
Mentoring
Learning Trips
Small Groups
Worship and Music
Choir
Worship
Chimes
Holden Evening Prayer
Altar Guild
Pioneer Home
Accompanists
Worship assistants
Property and Management
Cleaning
Maintenance
Changing lightbulbs
Keeping facilities safe and suitable
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Let the Blessings Overflow
Good news and celebrations in April

Birthdays
3
3
4
4
9
9
10
12
14
16
17
24
\26
27
27
30

Blessings & Congratulations!

Steve Carls
Marianne Jacobs
Doug Larsen
Paul Beran
Rosemary Kiessling
Elise Sorum-Birk
Gayle Trivette
Linda Shaw
Ollie Odum
Konrad Jennings
Gail Fenumiai
Marie Kanan
Paul Jennings
Deb Etheridge
Melissa Adams
Cameron Marx

Congratulations to Lily Dietz and her fiancé Spencer!
They are getting married in the afternoon on Saturday,
April 24. Folks at SOV may be asked to help some with
the reception; we will let you know soon. In the meantime, please keep them in your prayers, as they plan for
their future together.

A Moment for Prayer
Faithful God, you care for us day by day, and with you as
our companion we are never alone. Grant to each one of
your children fulfillment in life, confidence in your steadfast love, and support in the community of your people;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. From
Lutheran Book of Worship published by Augsburg Publishing House, 1978
Also, keep in your prayers Pastor Tari Stage-Harvey;
Alaska Synod Bishop Shelley Wickstrom; and ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton.

April Newsletter Sponsorship
The April newsletter is dedicated to the memory of Pastor
Larry Rorem. We give thanks for Larry’s life and 17+
years of ministry at Shepherd of the Valley.
If you are interested in sponsoring a month of the newsletter in honor or celebration of something or someone, let us
know. The suggested donation is $100. Call or email the
church to let us know which month you would like to
sponsor and any special wording you want included.
Looking Ahead to Celebrations
in May
Mother’s Day - We won’t have a breakfast, but we are tentatively planning a
Mother’s Day worship and bonfire at
Auke Bay Shelter on May 9.
Confirmation and Graduate recognition
will be on May 23.

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give
to you. I do not give to you as the world
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.
John 14:27 (NRSV)
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Food Pantry Order Pick-Up:
9-10 am on Saturday
Food Pantry Direct Line: 500-3588
Food pantry details on page 4 of newsletter.
Pastor Tari’s Office Hours:
10 am—2 pm Tues/Wed/Fri

Zoom link registrations found under “Events” on the website—www.sovlutheran.org
Sun

Mon

March 28
Palm Sunday
930 am Worship
11 am-130 pm
Farewell Party for
Karen Owen at
Lena Picnic Area
(no Walk & Talk)

March 29

4
Easter Sunday

5

Tue

March 30

6

12

***

FP Ribs Fundraiser
(see pg 3)

25
930 am Worship
1045 am Walk &
Talk (no FF)
Mentoring

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

Maundy Thursday

Good Friday

9-10 am Pantry

530 pm Worship

7 pm Worship
8 pm Prayer Vigil
Begins

5 pm Prayer
Vigil Ends

8

9

10

530 pm Coaches
Meeting

230 pm High
School Walk
530 pm Holden
Evening Prayer
630 pm Book
Club

530 pm Summer
Lunch Meeting

13

14

15

16

17
9-10 am Pantry

130 pm Middle
School Walk
Mom’s Group(?)

19

930 am Worship
1045 am Middle
School Zoom &
High School Walk
11 am FF (Ruth)

7

Thu

9-10 am Pantry

930 am Worship
1045 am Middle
School Zoom &
High School Walk
11 am FF (Moses)

18

March 31

130 pm Middle
School Walk
530 pm Holden
Evening Prayer

630 am Sunrise
Service at Skater’s
930 am Worship
11 am FF (skit)

11

Wed

20

21

5 pm Ireland/
Wales Meeting

22

23

- - - - - Family Promise “Meal Host” Week April 18 to April 24- - - - - Glory Hall Meal
(watch for details)

6 pm Property
Management
Meeting

26

27

230 pm High
School Walk
7 pm Council

530 pm “What We
Believe” (see pg 2)

28

29

130 pm Middle
School Walk

24
9-10 am Pantry
10 am Pastoral
Support Meeting
Noon Wedding
Lily & Spencer

Synod Assembly

30

Synod Assembly
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Return Service Requested

Your church family is here for prayers, visits, and encouragement. Please call
if you would like a visit from Pastor Tari, or anytime you can use a kind word.
Pastor Tari enjoys opportunities to go for walks while visiting with folks. Feel
free to call her and plan a time to go for a walk.
We would also love to hear from you with comments about or submissions to
The Shepherd’s Voice. If your address has changed, or if you no longer wish
to be on our mailing list, we want to know that too.

Rev. Tari Stage-Harvey, Pastor
Our regular worship services and faith formation classes are suspended for now.
Please see inside the newsletter for the many ways we are connecting.
Sunday Worship: 9:30 a.m. (via Zoom)
Faith Formation Classes for All Ages: See page 2 of newsletter for details.
Pastor Tari’s Office Hours: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tues, Wed, and Fri.
Food Pantry Order Pick-Up: 9-10 a.m. Sat.
Food Pantry Direct Line (call with questions or to place orders): 500-3588

