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Gathering 

 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
Sing for joy,O heavens, and exult,O earth; 
break forth,O mountains, into singing! 
For the Lord has comforted his people, 
and will have compassion on his suffering ones. 

Isaiah 49.13 

 
Jesus said, ‘This is indeed the will of my Father, 
that all who see the Son and believe in him may 

have eternal life, 
and I will raise them up on the last day.’ 

John 6.40 

 
God of glory, 
by the raising of your Son 
you have broken the chains of death and hell: 
fill your Church with faith and hope; 
for a new day has dawned 
and the way to life stands open 
in our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
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1. The earthquake 
 
Jesus is the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in him shall never die.  
Alleluia. 
 
Reading: Matthew 28.2-4 

Reflection  
 

In Colossians 1:15-20, St Paul reflects on the 
reconciling work of Christ on the cross.  And in 
verse 20 he states ‘through him [Jesus] God was 
pleased to reconcile himself to all things’.  All 
things, not just humanity. 
 

Perhaps it should be no surprise then that even 
the earth reacts to Christ’s resurrection.  The 
earthquake appears to be attributed to the angel 
arriving, ready to roll away the stone and reveal 
to the waiting world the victory over death. 
 

It is reminiscent of the darkness that ‘came over 
the whole land’ for three hours at the time of 
Jesus’ death (Matthew 27:45).  The whole of 
creation was mourning his death and now the 
whole of creation announces ‘he lives!’ 

Suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an 
angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came 
and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His 
appearance was like lightning, and his clothing 
white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook 
and became like dead men. 
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Prayer 
We praise you and we bless you,  
our risen Lord Jesus, King of glory, 
for in your resurrection the power of love  
breaks open the earth 
and frees life from death. 
As the angel rolled away the stone  
from the prison of the tomb, 
so release those imprisoned  
by life’s misfortunes. 
To you, Lord Jesus, 
whose life brings surprises beyond  
our wildest expectations, 
be honour and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
 
2. Mary Magdalene finds the empty tomb 
 
Jesus is the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in him shall never die.  
Alleluia. 
 
Reading: John 20.1,2 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was 
still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and 
saw that the stone had been removed from the 
tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and 
the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, 
and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out 
of the tomb, and we do not know where they 
have laid him.’ 
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Reflection  
The desperation Mary Magdalene must have felt.  
The body of her loved one, who she has barely 
begun to mourn, is missing.  She was last at the 
cross, now she will be first at the tomb.  She has 
waited as long as she can, the hours, the minutes 
have ticked slowly by, and even now it is still dark 
as she approaches the tomb. 
 
All she wants is to say her final goodbyes, to 
perform the final act of love for his broken body.  
But her hopes are dashed again.  He is gone.  She 
cannot fathom the world-changing events in which 
she has a starring role. 
 
To her, it is the end, but little does she know now, 
that it is only the beginning. 
 
 
Prayer 
We praise you and we bless you,  
our risen Lord Jesus, King of glory, 
for the love which drew Mary Magdalene  
to your tomb 
to weep over your death. 
As you broke into her grief  
with your death-shattering life, 
so reach into our broken hearts  
with your promise of hope. 
To you, Lord Jesus, 
reaching into the deepest tombs of our despair, 
be honour and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 
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3. The disciples run to the empty tomb 
 
Jesus is the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in him shall never die.  
Alleluia. 
 
Reading: John 20.3-8 

 
Reflection  
The Gospel stories about Peter give the impression 
of a rather impetuous man, but here we learn that 
his level of physical fitness doesn’t quite match his 
personality!  Nevertheless, even though he arrives 
at the tomb after the other disciple, he is the one 
to enter the tomb first.  We imagine him rushing 
past the other, who has more cautiously stopped 
outside. 
 
Once inside, we have this sense of Peter standing 
there dumbfounded, as the other disciple joins 

Peter and the other disciple set out and went 
towards the tomb. The two were running 
together, but the other disciple outran Peter and 
reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in 
and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he 
did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following 
him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had 
been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen 
wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then 
the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, 
also went in, and he saw and believed. 
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him and grasps the situation immediately; ‘he 
saw and he believed’.  Did he, there and then, 
comprehend it all?  The Gospel accounts certainly 
make it clear that some took their time. 
 
What is it exactly that we are to believe?  In the 
words of Dorothy Sayers: 
 

“One thing is certain: if he was God and 
nothing else, his immortality means nothing 
to us; if he was man and no more, his death 
is no more important than yours or mine.  
But if he really was both God and man, then 
when the man Jesus died, God died too, and 
when the God Jesus rose from the dead, man 
rose too, because they were one and the 
same person.”        

Dorothy Sayers, ‘The Greatest Drama’  
in ‘Bread and Wine’ 2003 

 
Prayer 
We praise you and we bless you,  
our risen Lord Jesus, King of glory, 
for in you our God reveals the awesome  
power of love that is stronger even than death. 
As in your dying you destroyed death, 
so in your rising may we be raised above the  
trials and torments of this world’s woe. 
To you, Lord Jesus, the fullness of your life 
revealed in an empty tomb, 
be honour and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 
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4. The angel appears to the women 
 
Jesus is the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in him shall never die. 
Alleluia. 
 
Reading: Matthew 28.5-8 

Reflection  
This is when the penny dropped for the women; 
‘He is not here; for he has been raised’!  All that 
he had said, that they did not understand at the 
time, has come true.  Death has been defeated.  
Life in all its fullness has broken into the world. 
 

He is not here; he is going ahead of you…  This is 
not a new promise.  In the garden of Gethsemane 
just prior to his arrest Jesus said to his disciples: 
‘But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to 
Galilee’ (Matthew 26:32)  And, earlier, in Luke 10:1 
we are told he ‘sent them on ahead of him in pairs 
to every town and place where he himself intended 
to go’.  

The angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid; I 
know that you are looking for Jesus who was 
crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, 
as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 
Then go quickly and tell his disciples, “He has 
been raised from the dead, and indeed he is 
going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see 
him.” This is my message for you.’ So they left 
the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran 
to tell his disciples. 
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Wherever we go, in his name, he goes with, and 
even ahead, of us.  We are never left alone.  But 
go, we must. 
 
Prayer 
We praise you and we bless you,  
our risen Lord Jesus, King of glory, 
for your resurrection overturns  
our expectations of life 
and even your closest friends  
could not see truth before them. 
As the angel helped them to grasp your triumph 
and overcome their fear, 
so help us to see your hand at work 
through the events that overtake us. 
To you, Lord Jesus, 
whose ways astonish beyond our imagining, 
be honour and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
 
5. Jesus meets the women 
 
Jesus is the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in him shall never die. 
Alleluia. 
 
Reading: Matthew 28.9,10 

Suddenly Jesus met them and said, ‘Greetings!’ 
And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and 
worshipped him. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do 
not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to 
Galilee; there they will see me.’ 
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Reflection  
When we meet someone we have not seen for a 
while, or whom we have been worried about, our 
reaction is usually to give them a big hug!  But 
here, the reaction of the women to Jesus’ 
presence is more than that; it is a recognition of 
his divinity.  They ‘took hold of his feet, and 
worshipped him’. 
 
It is the natural reaction, when we recognise 
Christ as our Lord and Saviour.  It is the reaction 
we saw in Mary of Bethany, when she poured a jar 
of precious ointment over Jesus - a heartfelt 
reaction of overwhelming praise. 
 
In response, Jesus asks for more than just 
adoration.  He instructs them to ‘go and tell’ - an 
instruction that remains for us all.  “Go and tell 
the Good News”, Christ whispers in our ears even 
now; do not just fall down at his feet, but ‘go and 
tell’. 
 
Prayer 
We praise you and we bless you,  
our risen Lord Jesus, King of glory, 
for your simple word of greeting  
made the hearts of the women leap with joy. 
Speak your word of love to those  
whose hearts are broken, that they too  
may hear your loving, beckoning call. 
To you, Lord Jesus, 
whose call summons us to life in all its fullness, 
be honour and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 
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6. The road to Emmaus 
 
Jesus is the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in him shall never die. 
Alleluia. 
 
Reading: Luke 24.28-35 

Reflection  
Here we have two believers walking along, 
mulling over the strange events of the last few 
days.  Into their confusion enters Jesus, drawing 

As they came near the village to which they 
were going, he walked ahead as if he were going 
on. But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay 
with us, because it is almost evening and the 
day is now nearly over.’ So he went in to stay 
with them. When he was at the table with them, 
he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it 
to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they 
recognized him; and he vanished from their 
sight. They said to each other, ‘Were not our 
hearts burning within us while he was talking to 
us on the road, while he was opening the scrip-
tures to us?’ That same hour they got up and re-
turned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven 
and their companions gathered together. They 
were saying, ‘The Lord has risen indeed, and he 
has appeared to Simon!’ Then they told what 
had happened on the road, and how he had 
been made known to them in the breaking of 
the bread. 
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near to bring meaning to their conversation, to 
turn their sadness into joy, and to show them 
their hopes and dreams have not been dashed, 
rather they have been fulfilled.  Initially, they do 
not recognise him, even as he opens the 
scriptures to them.  But eventually, in the 
breaking of the bread, they suddenly realise that 
they are in the presence of their Lord. 
 
‘Were not our hearts burning within us?’ they 
said.  In other words, ‘did not we know that it was 
him?’.  Really, the issue is never a matter of 
whether Jesus is present or not, but of our 
openness to notice his presence.   
 
Prayer 
We praise you and we bless you,  
our risen Lord Jesus, King of glory, 
for you are with us, 
even when our eyes are closed 
to your companionship. 
Walk this day alongside the disconsolate 
and the despairing, 
open their eyes to your gentle illumination, 
and let their hearts burn within them 
at your invisible presence. 
To you, Lord Jesus, 
walking by our side, 
be honour and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 
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7. Jesus appears to the disciples 
 
Jesus is the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in him shall never die. 
Alleluia. 
 
Reading: Luke 24.36-43 

Reflection  
We do not know what Jesus’ resurrection body 
looked like, though clearly he held a human form. 
He appears somehow different; people take time 
to realise it is him, but then you do not expect to 
see a man who has died.  Something about him 
was familiar, nevertheless; perhaps something 
about the essence of him.  But this passage leaves 
us in no doubt - he was physically raised from the 
dead.  He was still Jesus, both God and man. 

While they were talking about this, Jesus himself 
stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be 
with you.’  They were startled and terrified, and 
thought that they were seeing a ghost.  He said 
to them, ‘Why are you frightened, and why do 
doubts arise in your hearts?  Look at my hands 
and my feet; see that it is I myself.  Touch me 
and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and 
bones as you see that I have.’  And when he had 
said this, he showed them his hands and his 
feet.  While in their joy they were disbelieving 
and still wondering, he said to them, ‘Have you 
anything here to eat?’  They gave him a piece of 
broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their 
presence. 
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He was not a ghost.  He was physically there with 
them as a human being, but even when they see 
the scars in his hands and feet they still have 
doubts.  You can almost hear his deep sighs, as 
he asks for food.  Surely that will make even the 
most avid doubters believe?  We may well envy 
their opportunity to witness the physical proof for 
themselves.  Our faith is ‘the assurance of things 
hoped for, the conviction of things not seen’  
(Hebrews 11:1).  In the words of the great hymn: 
‘Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!’ 
 
Prayer 
We praise you and we bless you,  
our risen Lord Jesus, King of glory, 
for in your birth you were proclaimed 
the Prince of Peace, 
and in your resurrection you breathe  
into your people  
peace beyond this world’s understanding. 
Be present, Lord, this day 
with those whose lives are disfigured by conflict 
and those whose hearts know no peace. 
To you, Lord Jesus, 
true bringer of the peace of heaven, 
be honour and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
 
8. Jesus promises the Spirit 
 
Jesus is the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in him shall never die. 
Alleluia. 
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Reading: Luke 24.44-49 

Reflection  
A tinge of yearning may enter our hearts as we 
read ‘he opened their minds to understand the 
scriptures’.  How often have we, like the disciples 
before us, struggled to understand the Word of 
God?  How often have we struggled to grasp the 
path which we are to take?  No matter how 
learned, we all wrestle with the scriptures at 
times.  Even when we long to understand. 
Harder still, is the determination to follow 
faithfully the Lord’s commandments to love him 
before all else and to love one another as he has 
loved us. 
 
 

Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that 
I spoke to you while I was still with you – that 
everything written about me in the law of 
Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.’  Then he opened their minds to 
understand the scriptures, and he said to them, 
‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer 
and to rise from the dead on the third day, and 
that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 
from Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of these 
things.  And see, I am sending upon you what 
my Father promised; so stay here in the city 
until you have been clothed with power from on 
high.’ 
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Here though, Jesus promises us the assistance 
we need, that which the Father promised before 
him - ‘power from on high’.  Jesus will soon 
return to take his place at the right hand of the 
Father, but God is not leaving us; his Spirit will 
remain in us. 
 
Prayer 
We praise you and we bless you,  
our risen Lord Jesus, King of glory, 
for you promised that the same power 
that was at work when you were raised  
from the dead 
would also be alive in us. 
Show your power to those who are powerless; 
reveal your love to those who feel unlovely 
and through your Spirit enable  
all your people  
to be witnesses of your amazing grace. 
To you, Lord Jesus, 
daily renewing your people and your creation, 
be honour and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
 
 
9. Jesus breathes the Spirit in the upper 
room 
 
Jesus is the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in him shall never die. 
Alleluia. 
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Reading: John 20.21-23 

 

Reflection  
In the creation story, God breathed life into 
humanity (Genesis 2:7).  The breath of God is what 
gives us life.  The God that created us, saw all 
that he had made and pronounced it ’very 
good’ (Genesis 1:31), is the same God who gives 
us his Spirit.  To his disciples, this connection 
would have been evident—another sign of Jesus’ 
divinity, if they still needed one.  There is a 
sanctifying effect to the breath of God—in receiving 
it, in creation, we are made to reflect God’s 
likeness.  Here, with the power of the Spirit, our 
feeble attempts to reflect that likeness are 
empowered.  Not for our own sake, but so that we 
may be sent as Jesus was sent to bring knowledge 
of salvation to all. 
 
Prayer 
We praise you and we bless you,  
our risen Lord Jesus, King of glory, 
for you breathed new life into  
your astonished disciples. 
As you turned unutterable grief  
into unshakeable joy, 

Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As 
the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he 
had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the 
sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 
the sins of any, they are retained.’ 
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so renew and refresh your turbulent world 
and establish now your reign of peace. 
To you, Lord Jesus, 
transforming the pain of death  
into the fullness of life, 
be honour and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
 
10. Jesus reveals himself to Thomas 
 
Jesus is the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in him shall never die. 
Alleluia. 
 
Reading: John 20.24-29 

Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the 
twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.  
So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen 
the Lord.’  But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the 
mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger 
in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, 
I will not believe.’  A week later his disciples 
were again in the house, and Thomas was with 
them.  Although the doors were shut, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be 
with you.’  Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your 
finger here and see my hands.  Reach out your 
hand and put it in my side.  Do not doubt but 
believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and 
my God!’  Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed 
because you have seen me?  Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have come to 
believe.’ 
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Reflection  
Poor Thomas.  Yes that is how many of us 
probably feel.  We can empathise with his doubt 
and uncertainty; his desire for some hard 
evidence.  And there he is, so often, held up as an 
example of what we should not be!  Whilst we 
may feel a bit sorry for him, we are in fact in a 
position not dissimilar to him...only we do not 
have the option of Jesus physically appearing so 
we can see and touch the mark of the nails in his 
hands and the wound in his side. 
 
For us, we ‘see’ Jesus in other ways.  We see his 
hand upon our lives - often most strikingly in our 
darkest moments.  We see him in the simple acts 
of love we encounter.  We see him in the beauty 
and intricacy of creation. 
 
‘Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have come to believe.’  With our own gift of sight, 
let us draw others to see the Risen Lord. 
 
Prayer 
We praise you and we bless you,  
our risen Lord Jesus, King of glory, 
for you come to us even in our doubting. 
Through the sovereign work of your Spirit, 
and the loving hands of your people, 
continue to reveal yourself where doubt is 
stronger than faith. 
To you, Lord Jesus, whose resurrection body 
bears the murderous marks of the cross, 
be honour and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 
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11. Jesus appears at the lakeside 
 
Jesus is the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in him shall never die. 
Alleluia. 
 
Reading: John 21.9-13 

 
Reflection  
On the shore of the Sea of Galilee, at Tabgha, lies 
the Church of the Primacy of St Peter, the ‘Mensa 
Christi’ (Table of Christ).  This has been built at 
the place thought to be the site of this story (and 
also the call of the first disciples in Luke 5). 
 
On the wall by the beach is a plaque which reads:  

“The deeds and miracles of Jesus are not 
actions of the past.  Jesus is waiting for those 
who are still prepared to take risks at his 
word because they trust his power utterly.” 

When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal 
fire there, with fish on it, and bread.  Jesus said 
to them, ‘Bring some of the fish that you have 
just caught.’  So Simon Peter went aboard and 
hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a 
hundred and fifty-three of them; and though 
there were so many, the net was not torn.  Jesus 
said to them, ‘Come and have breakfast.’  Now 
none of the disciples dared to ask him, ‘Who are 
you?’ because they knew it was the Lord.  Jesus 
came and took the bread and gave it to them, 
and did the same with the fish. 
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In spite of their surprise to see Jesus standing on 
the beach, ready to cook them breakfast, the 
disciples respond readily to his invitation.  It is an 
invitation reminiscent of their initial call: ‘come’.   
 
Prayer 
We praise you and we bless you,  
our risen Lord Jesus, King of glory, 
for at the lakeside you showed concern 
 for the daily needs of your disciples. 
As you guided them to fill their nets with fish, 
so guide all who are hungry 
till their hunger is satisfied in you. 
To you, Lord Jesus, 
sharing with us the food of faith, 
be honour and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
 
12. Jesus confronts Peter 
 
Jesus is the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in him shall never die.  
Alleluia. 
 
Reading: John 21.15-19 

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to 
Simon Peter, ‘Simon, son of John, do you love 
me more than these?’  He said to him, ‘Yes, 
Lord; you know that I love you.’  Jesus said to 
him, ‘Feed my lambs.’  A second time he said to 
him, ‘Simon, son of John, do you love me?’  He 
said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love 
you.’  Jesus said to him, ‘Tend my sheep.’   
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Reflection  
Jesus’ question, asked three times, echoes the 
three times Peter denied Christ.  It may be hard 
to forgive, but it can be harder to accept 
forgiveness.  The ability to believe, really believe, 
we are forgiven is crucial to our spiritual growth.   
 
Three times Peter answers Jesus that he loves him. 
He means it.  Yet, gripped by uncertainty and 
terror during the Passion he had failed Jesus.  
Jesus does not admonish him for that betrayal, 
rather he focuses on his capacity to love.  Peter, 
despite his failings, is chosen to continue Christ’s 
ministry of love and service.   
 
Jesus understands and forgives our human frailties 
but he never ceases to ask ‘do you love me?’ and 
to reach out to us with the words: ‘Follow me’.  
 

He said to him the third time, ‘Simon, son of 
John, do you love me?’ Peter felt hurt because 
he said to him the third time, ‘Do you love me?’  
And he said to him, ‘Lord, you know everything; 
you know that I love you.’  Jesus said to him, 
‘Feed my sheep.  Very truly, I tell you, when you 
were younger, you used to fasten your own belt 
and to go wherever you wished.  But when you 
grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and 
someone else will fasten a belt around you and 
take you where you do not wish to go.’  (He said 
this to indicate the kind of death by which he 
would glorify God.)  After this he said to him, 
‘Follow me.’ 
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Prayer 
We praise you and we bless you,  
our risen Lord Jesus, King of glory, 
for even in the glorious victory of the resurrection 
you understood the failure of Peter  
who denied you. 
As you restored him to relationship with you, 
remember all who feel downcast and worthless 
in this world’s eyes 
and give them a sense of purpose and value. 
To you, Lord Jesus, 
loving us despite our denial, 
be honour and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
 
13. Jesus appears to over five hundred at 
once 
 
Jesus is the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in him shall never die. 
Alleluia. 
 
Reading: 1 Corinthians 15.3-6 

For I handed on to you as of first importance 
what I in turn had received: that Christ died for 
our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and 
that he was buried, and that he was raised on 
the third day in accordance with the scriptures, 
and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the 
twelve. Then he appeared to more than five 
hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most 
of whom are still alive, though some have died. 
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Reflection  
How do we know Jesus lives?  As we have seen 
earlier, faith does involve belief in ‘things unseen’, 
but we need to be wary of suggesting that it is 
only that.  We know Jesus lives because the 
historical evidence points us towards belief in the 
resurrection of Jesus.  If we can believe anything  
in history, we can believe the reliable, confirmed 
testimony of these eyewitnesses.  As recorded 
here, Jesus was seen, as risen flesh and blood, by 
Cephas (Peter), by the twelve and by another five 
hundred followers (remember in those times only 
men would have been counted, so the actual 
number of witnesses was much greater).   
 
Jesus rose from the dead.  The evidence 
demonstrates it.  May Christ reveal himself to us, in 
our times, as he did to those eyewitnesses. 
 
Prayer 
We praise you and we bless you,  
our risen Lord Jesus, King of glory, 
for your resurrection is a revelation 
 to the whole world. 
As you revealed yourself powerfully to so many, 
reveal yourself now as the hope for our world. 
To you, Lord Jesus, 
going beyond the limits of our understanding, 
be honour and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 
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14. Jesus commissions the disciples on the 
mountain 
 
Jesus is the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in him shall never die. 
Alleluia. 
 
Reading: Matthew 28.16-20 

Reflection  
The business of the church is to make disciples.  
We make disciples by going.  Going means taking 
our Christian faith and putting it to work in the 
world.  It is our own faithful discipleship that 
draws others to Christ.   
 
In going, we bring others to follow.  In Baptism, we 
welcome them into God’s family.  And we walk with 
them in their journey of faith, maturing and 
growing together.  Discipleship is never something 
we do alone or for our own purposes.  It is 
something we do with and for God.   

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the 
mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 
When they saw him, they worshipped him; but 
some doubted.  And Jesus came and said to 
them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me.  Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything 
that I have commanded you.  And remember, I 
am with you always, to the end of the age.’ 
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When we go, Jesus is with us, we go with his power 
and with his authority.  So, whatever our fears and 
doubts, let us go... 
 
Prayer 
We praise you and we bless you,  
our risen Lord Jesus, King of glory, 
for you took the risk of passing your mission  
to frail disciples. 
As you commissioned them to go into 
all the world, 
so may all the world come to you,  
the King of nations. 
To you, Lord Jesus, with us to the end of the age, 
be honour and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
 
15. The ascension 
 
Jesus is the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in him shall never die. 
Alleluia. 
 
Reading: Acts 1.3-11 

After his suffering he presented himself alive to 
them by many convincing proofs, appearing to 
them over the course of forty days and speaking 
about the kingdom of God.  While staying with 
them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, 
but to wait there for the promise of the Father. 
‘This’, he said, ‘is what you have heard from me; 
for John baptized with water, but you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from  
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Reflection  
What a picture those disciples must have made as 
they stood looking up to heaven!  You can 
imagine the two angels watching them, then 
deciding to put them out of their misery. 
 

The disciples are rooted to the spot, uncertain of 
what to do next.  He is really gone this time and 
they keep looking up, no doubt hoping and 
praying that he is going to reappear and continue 
to guide them.  But, of course, he has promised 
to do exactly that: ‘you will receive power’. 
And if they needed one, there is the reminder that 
he will come again.  This is not the end, despite 

now.’  So when they had come together, they 
asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will 
restore the kingdom to Israel?’  He replied, ‘It is 
not for you to know the times or periods that the 
Father has set by his own authority.  But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.’   
 
When he had said this, as they were watching, 
he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of 
their sight.  While he was going and they were 
gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men in 
white robes stood by them. They said, ‘Men of 
Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards 
heaven?  This Jesus, who has been taken up 
from you into heaven, will come in the same way 
as you saw him go into heaven.’ 
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appearances.  It is the beginning, the beginning 
of the renewal of all creation.  The time has come 
and yet is to come.  Now is not the time to rest 
up.  Now is the time to pick up that mantel. 
 
Prayer 
We praise you and we bless you,  
our risen Lord Jesus, King of glory, 
for in your ascension you are crowned  
King of kings and Lord of lords. 
As we worship you on your heavenly throne, 
prepare our hearts for the coming of your Spirit. 
To you, Lord Jesus, 
who will come back in the same way  
you went up into heaven, 
be honour and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
 
16. Pentecost 
 
Jesus is the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in him shall never die. 
Alleluia. 
 
Reading: Acts 2.1-11 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were 
all together in one place. And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a 
violent wind, and it filled the entire house where 
they were sitting.  Divided tongues, as of fire, 
appeared among them, and a tongue rested on 
each of them.  
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Reflection  
At Pentecost, God, through the sending of his 
Spirit, enables and equips his Church, but notice 
the context.  He proclaims his Gospel through a 
multitude of languages, reaching people of 
different experiences and cultures.  It is a powerful 
message that the Good News is for everyone. 
 
God is not trying to make us all the same, rather 
he values diversity.  He values all that defines us, 
whilst offering the one thing that unites us—that 
we are all Children of God and we all have access 
to his redeeming grace. 
 

All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit 
gave them ability. Now there were devout Jews 
from every nation under heaven living in 
Jerusalem.  And at this sound the crowd gathered 
and was bewildered, because each one heard 
them speaking in the native language of each.  
Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all 
these who are speaking Galileans?  And how is it 
that we hear, each of us, in our own native 
language?  Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and 
residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt 
and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 
Cretans and Arabs – in our own languages we 
hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ 



30 

 

If we needed a reminder that faith in Jesus Christ 
is not simply a matter for our own personal 
comfort, this is it.  Our faith, the Good News, is to 
be shared openly, boldly and with all people, 
empowered as we are by his Holy Spirit. 
 
As we end our journey through the Stations of the 
Resurrection, let us pray that we may be filled 
with Christ’s resurrection power that we might 
witness faithfully to all the broken and lost people 
of our time. 
 
Prayer 
We praise you and we bless you,  
our risen Lord Jesus, King of glory,  
for you promised that your disciples would be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit 
and now we see the fulfilment of your promise. 
Fill us afresh with your Spirit today, 
revive your Church, 
and renew the face of the earth. 
To you, Lord Jesus, 
giving to your people the greatest gift of all, 
be honour and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 
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