
Cross Talk – Lent 4 

So far, my ruminations on the meaning of the Cross have touched (ever so briefly) on a 

few and varied understandings people of faith have discovered down through the ages.  

What can we say with certainty given the different understandings through the centuries 

and the different understandings that exist among Christians today? 

I believe that the one thing we can say for sure is that Jesus’ death on a cross is, 

primarily, about LOVE:  the unfailing love of Jesus for God and God’s justice;  

the forgiving, healing love of Jesus for friend and enemy alike; the love of God for 

humanity demonstrated in the sending of Jesus to the world and in God’s transforming 

presence in, through, beyond suffering and death taking us from places and times of 

darkness to those of light, moving us from suffering to joy; from despair to hope,  

from death to new life. 

How does the Cross impact our lives?  What does the Cross mean for us in our daily 

existence?  In tackling those questions I want to consider its meaning for us personally, 

relationally, and socially.  You may categorize matters differently or you may imagine a 

very different answer for yourself.  That’s fine.  In these ‘Cross Talks’ my intention is 

simply to ignite your imaginations, to kick start your own ruminations on this profound 

mystery of our faith.  The season of Lent is the perfect time for such ruminations. 

Personally speaking, the crucifixion of Jesus and his subsequent resurrection offer 

evidence of God’s willingness to meet us in our suffering and our dying in order to bring 

to us comfort, strength, encouragement, healing, transformation, and resurrection.  

Even in the ordinary, mundane days of our lives there is comfort and strength to be 

gained in knowing the One to whom we pray is present and active in our lives, even, 

and most especially, in those parts of our lives that are troubled, struggling, dis-eased, 

suffering, dying.  God is present to us offering a love that shares intimately in our 

suffering and the suffering of the world.  God has experienced the human condition in 

and through Jesus and thereby fully understands our suffering, sustains us in that 

suffering, and enables us to transcend our suffering in ways that benefit ourselves and 

the wider world. 

Relationally speaking, we are to carry our own crosses, that is we are called by God to 

enter into and share empathetically the suffering of others – to offer a loving presence 

that yearns to listen attentively to the other, to respond compassionately, to offer a 

loving presence that comforts, and over time helps to encourage, strengthen, heal, and 

transform.  We are to be bearers of light in the darkness:  bringers of hope in despair; 

angels of mercy, kindness, solace, reconciliation, forgiveness; helping others to 

discover new possibilities, to renew their lives or build entirely new ones. 

  



In a social context, we are called to carry crosses of Christ-like love:  to the situations 

and places of hate in the world; to confront the powers and authorities and principalities 

as witnesses to injustice, speaking out and taking action against unjust oppression, 

exploitation, and marginalization of people and of the earth – to be those who, in the 

words of the New Creed of the United Church of Canada , “…live with respect in 

Creation, love and serve others, seek justice and resist evil…” to be willing to bear the 

brunt of opposition that puts us at risk of ridicule, anger, inconvenience, 

embarrassment, discomfort, persecution. 

Whatever the Cross might mean, as those who know the full story of Good Friday and 

Easter, at its heart we know it is all about LOVE.  Next week in the final installment of 

Cross Talk, I will offer my own “Theology of the Cross”, what the crucifixion of Jesus has 

meant and means to me, personally, as just one person of faith among millions.  Part of 

my understanding may resonate with yours; part of my understanding may be very 

different.  My prayer is that my sharing with you might encourage you might encourage 

you to articulate your own understanding for yourself and to share with others as the 

occasion calls forth such sharing. 

Rev. Bob 


