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Introduction: Of Easter bunnies and Easter eggs 

• Origin of this idea 

• Origin of the word 

• Origin of Easter practice 

 

Golgotha represents the place of horrible Roman crucifixion. 

 

Events leading to Jesus’s Crucifixion: 

1. The betrayal of Judas 

2. The Caiaphas trial and Peter’s denial 

3. The trial before Pilate / Herod / and then back to Pilate 

4. The release of the murderer, Barabbas 

5. The crucifixion 

Making Sense of the Crucifixion 

• It explains salvation from the worst possible condemnation  

• It explains expulsion from the Garden of Eden. 

• It explains the world-wide flood in Noah’s time 

• It explains the expulsion of the Canaanites  

• It explains God’s judgement upon Israel for its idolatries 

• It explains the reality and resolution of suffering  

Reasons for the Cross 

1. It answers God’s Requirement for Absolute Justice 

2. It answers God’s Requirement for Absolute Holiness 

3. It answers God’s Requirement for Eternal Fellowship  

Remember Golgotha 

 

Discussion Questions based on Mark 15:1-38 

 

1. What is (or has been) your practice of the celebration 

of Easter with your children? How do you feel about 

other practices at Easter like hiding chocolate eggs? 

 

2. To start, read Mark 15:1-15. What do you think of 

Jesus’s short response to all the accusations that were 

made against him before the Sanhedrin?  

 

3. How does the story of Jesus’s trial before Pilate 

illustrate the difficulty humanity often has with true 

justice? Is true justice possible? When might it be 

appropriate to pursue true justice in our lives?  

 

4. Read vss. 16-20. How do you explain the brutality 

spoken of in this short paragraph about how the 

Romans soldiers treated Jesus?  

 

5. Next, read vss. 21-32. How is Simon from Cyrene a 

picture of what it means to take up the cross to follow 

Jesus? What does it mean to you to “carry Christ’s 

cross?” How does the world mock Jesus’s kingship 

today?  

 

6. Finally, read vss. 33-38. What stands out to you in this 

passage about Jesus’s crucifixion? What are some of 

the best ways to respond to the reality of Jesus’s 

crucifixion?  

 

Pray for one another to make the most out of the 

celebration of Easter this year. Pray for other needs in the 

group, our church, and the community.  


