
Augsburg Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Sunday, March 21, 2021 ~ Lent Five 

Welcome 

Confession & Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our 

sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.  Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your 

sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 

that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  Amen. 
 

Song – My Faith Looks Up to Thee1 
 

My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Calvary, Saviour divine! 

Now hear me while I pray, take all my guilt away, oh, let me from this day 

be wholly thine! 
 

May thy rich grace impart strength to my fainting heart, my zeal inspire; 

as thou hast died for me, oh, may my love to thee pure, warm, and changeless be, 

a living fire! 
 

While life’s dark maze I tread and griefs around me spread, be thou my guide; 

bid darkness turn to day, wipe sorrow’s tears away, nor let me ever stray 

from thee aside. 



Greeting  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.   C: And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

The Readings  

 Jeremiah 31:31-34  
 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with 

their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 

covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the 

covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will 

put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 

they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, 

‘Know the Lord’, for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says 

the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

 The Word of the Lord 
 

Special Music 
  

 Psalm 119:10-16 
 

With my whole heart I seek you; do not let me stray from your commandments.  

I treasure your word in my heart, so that I may not sin against you.  

Blessed are you, O Lord; teach me your statutes.  

With my lips I declare all the decrees of your mouth.  

I delight in the way of your rulings as much as in all riches.  

I will meditate on your teachings, and fix my eyes on your ways.  

I will delight in your orders; I will not forget your word.   The Word of the Lord 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to John 9:20-33 
 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came 

to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, ‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.’ 

Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus 

answered them, ‘The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell 

you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; 

but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate 

their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, 



and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will 

honour.  
 

‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—“Father, save me from this hour”? 

No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.’ Then a 

voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.’ The crowd 

standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, ‘An angel has spoken 

to him.’ Jesus answered, ‘This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the 

judgement of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when I 

am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.’ He said this to indicate the 

kind of death he was to die.  The Gospel of the Lord 
 

Reflection 
 

Song: Now the Green Blade Rises2 
 

Now the green blade rises, from the buried grain, 

Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 

Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 

Love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 

In the grave they laid Him, Love by hatred slain, 

Thinking that He never would awake again, 

Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen:  

Love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 

When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 

your touch can call us back to life again, 

Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been:  

Love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 

Prayers of the People:   We pray: Hear us O God… and respond: Your mercy is great. 
 

Holy Communion (Zoom Only) 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will 

be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread, and forgive us our 

sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 

forever.  Amen. 



 

Benediction  
 

Song – Restore in Us O God3 
 

Restore in us, O God, the splendor of your love; 

renew your image in our hearts, and all our sins remove. 
 

O Spirit, wake in us the wonder of your pow'r; 

from fruitless fear unfurl our lives like springtime bud and flow'r. 

Bring us, O Christ, to share the fullness of your joy; 

baptize us in the risen life that death cannot destroy. 
 

Three-personed God, fulfill the promise of your grace, 

that we, when all our searching ends, may see you face to face. 
 

Dismissal  L: Go in peace, joined together in Christ. C: Thanks be to God  
 

1 ELW hymn #759, vs. 1-3. In the Public Domain 
 
2 ELW hymn #379, vs. 1, 2, & 4. Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum. Music: French Carol. Text © Oxford University Press. 

Reprinted with permission under OneLicense #A736240 

 
3 ELW hymn #328. Text: Carl P. Daw Jr... Music: Hal H. Hopson. Text ©1989 Hope Publishing Company. Music ©1985 Hope 

Publishing Company. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense #A736240 

 

                                                 


