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Home Church Package – Sunday, Mar 21 2021 – Lent 5 
By Rev. Julie Lebrun - Inlet United Church, Port Moody BC 

 
 
Greetings to everyone reading this Take Home Package. I hope you are keeping well. I 
know some of you will have received your vaccine or will be getting it very soon. This is 
such good news for all of us. It has been one year of the COVID pandemic and now we 
are getting a vaccine. This is amazingly fast. I’m feeling very thankful for our Public 
Health professionals and feel we are in good hands. 
 
Holy One, in this time of remembering  
we ask that you help us to 
*know* that, in all of this, 
you have been, are, 
and always will be 
with every part of your creation. 
 
Give us strength to keep on. 
Give us grace in our frustrations. 
Give us hope for tomorrow. 
Give us life, and life abundant, 
that we might be people 
who live it in the world. 
 
Physically distanced, 
but socially together; 
faces masked, 
but hearts open; 
hands washed, 
but ready to get to the work you have for us –  
we pray and giver thanks, in Jesus' name, 
Amen. 
 
(adapted from Richard Bott, FB post Feb 27, 2021) 
 
 
The path of life is rarely clear or straight-forward. We can find ourselves lost in a Dark 
Wood, unclear which direction to go, perhaps having strayed from the path we thought 
we were on. It is at these times that we begin to pay more attention than we usually do. 
Perhaps we are looking for blatant signs when the subtle nudges of Spirit are already 
right there.  
We get quiet now and open wide our senses. 
 
As we mark a year since we have not been worshiping in-person in our buildings we 
acknowledge our grief as well as our hopefulness.  We are grateful that though we may 
feel lost at times, God always finds us. 
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Opening Prayer 
 

Permeating Love, enter our lives 
and open us to the gifts residing 
 deep within the Holy Darkness of our lives.  
When we feel overwhelmed 
by the twists and turns of life, 
quiet us, 
open us, 
heighten our senses to perceive your nudge toward life.  
In your many holy names, we pray. Amen. 

 
Scripture: 1 Samuel 3:6-9 (NRSV) 

 
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was 
rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 
 
“At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was 
lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down 
in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called, “Samuel! 
Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called 
me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. The Lord called 
again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” 
But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” Now Samuel did not yet know the 
Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. The Lord called Samuel 
again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called 
me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, 
“Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is 
listening.’”    
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Reflection 
 
 
This story of Samuel tells us of Samuel learning to understand that God calls to him and 
he had a special place in the world.   
 
Samuel doesn’t know what is happening and thinks Eli is calling out to him. There are 
many things that influence us these day. Society expectations, family expectations, 
expectations for from friends or coworkers, etc.  Also our own expectations and hopes 
of what we want to see happen. Somewhere within all those messages is a voice of 
wisdom…a voice of wise knowing…the voice of God we call by many names.  
 
It goes beyond what makes the most sense to a place of knowing our place in the 
world….to a way of knowing that we are a valued and loved part of God’s world not for 
what we do…but just because we are. This is the grace given to us. Because of this we 
can give freely and generously give of ourselves in whatever ways makes sense for 
you.  
 
As you think about this story, here are some questions to ponder… 
 
- Who has been your Eli…who has helped you understand your calling and to know 
grace in your life? 
 
- Have you ever helped another person listen for the whisper of God speaking to them? 

 

Closing Prayers 
 
We remember those who have been a help to us… 
We remember that we can also help others to be calm and to listen… 
For this we offer our thanks. Amen  
 
 
Go into this week,  
with hope. 
Go into this week, 
remembering you are loved, forgiven and set free 
God in peace, Amen. 


