
Page 1 of 3 

 

-Proclaiming our resurrection- 

Date:  April 4, 2021 (Easter Sunday) 

1.  Texts:  Isaiah 25:6-9; Ps. 118:1-, 14-24; Acts 10:34-43; John 20:1-18. 

2.  Subject:  evangelism. 

3.  Topic:  lived experience as the root of evangelism. 

4.  Aim:  encourage, guide. 

5.  Proposition:  “Mary experienced the resurrected Jesus and so proclaimed.” 
 

OUR EXPERIENCE, OUR MESSAGE 

 

 It is extraordinary what one person can do. 

Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have 

seen the Lord’; and she told them that he had said these things 

to her.1 

 

 Mary experienced Jesus as resurrected and she turned that experience into 

her proclamation.  That proclamation changed the world. 

 

 You see, Peter and John believed something miraculous had happened, but 

they didn’t really know what.  No one understood the scriptures that the Messiah 

must be killed and then be raised from the dead.  The guys only believed that 

something had happened—they didn’t really know what it was.   

 

 Mary Magdalene, however, experienced Jesus as resurrected.  She knew 

what the empty tomb was all about.  She understood why there was no body.  She 

had seen and spoken with the resurrected Jesus.   

 

 She went back to the disciples, including Peter and John, and shared her 

experience.  Her message set the disciples up for the post-resurrection 

appearances of Jesus.  Her message catapulted the Church forward into faith.   

 

 It is extraordinary what one person can do. 

 

 It is now time that we all stepped up to see what we can do.  To do this, we 

will have to affirm our experience of the resurrected Lord Jesus.   

 

 
1 John 20:18. 
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 Everyone who is reading or listening to this sermon has faith in Christ.  You 

can’t sit through a sermon like this without it.   

 

 Christian faith is a life-giving and vital relationship with God as he is 

revealed in Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Faith is marked by love, 

trust, self-sacrifice and submission to the will of God.  You won’t be a part of a 

Church without such a relationship.   

 

 But that relationship of faith is your own.  It is unique to you.  It is between 

you and God.  No one can tell you, “Oh, you have to do this thing in order to be 

a Christian.”  “You’re not a real Christian unless you’ve been baptized by 

immersion.”  “You’re an Anglican so you can’t be a real Christian.”  You 

determine the validity of your faith.  Your experience of the resurrected Jesus is 

as unique and as valid as Mary’s was.   

 

 So, how will you know if you have a “life-giving and vital relationship with 

God as he is revealed in Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit”?  By your 

changed life, of course.  That’s how Mary demonstrated it:  her life was changed 

and she proclaimed Jesus as the resurrected Lord.  You will know your own faith 

relationship as you allow it to change how you believe and act.  You will 

demonstrate that you have been saved as you become involved in the salvation 

of others. 

 

 Having affirmed our faith relationship, we do move on to demonstrating it 

in what we say and do.   

 

 We follow Mary’s example and say to others, “I have seen the Lord.”  Now, 

it’s not usually enough just to say the words, just as it wasn’t enough for Mary.  

She had to explain what she meant.  She had to share her experience of seeing 

Jesus.  We’ll have to do the same.  We share with others our experience of Jesus. 

 

 We’ll also have to demonstrate our faith in our actions.  It’s never enough 

just to say, “I believe in Jesus as my Saviour and Lord.”  Our actions have to prove 

that we believe.  This is where we act in ways that promote love, justice, 

righteousness and forgiveness.  We treat others with respect and compassion.  We 
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refuse to share in racism, bigotry or violence.  We let Jesus reveal himself to others 

through our actions.   

 

 An easy way to start this process is by inviting someone to attend Church.  

Of course, it’s not enough to say, “Join us for our Zoom service.”  You actually 

have to follow it up by sending the Zoom link and by repeating the invitation on 

the Saturday or the Sunday morning before the service.  You can say something 

like, “I really get something out of our worship services, even online.  Would you 

like to try it out with me?”  If you need to, you can expand the invitation like this: 

It may sound funny, but I kind of hear God speaking to me 

through the service on Sunday morning, even with its old-

fashioned music.  I also hear God speaking to me through the 

preacher and through the other worshippers.  Would you like to 

join us next Sunday? 

 

 Of course, this assumes that your church services are worthwhile.  If they 

aren’t, then you’ll just have to work to make them worthwhile.   

 

 That’s how one person can make a big difference, just like Mary Magdalene.  

That’s also how one Christian might best celebrate Easter Sunday. 

 

 AMEN.   


