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WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  It is our prayer that this will be a time of worship and renewal for you, when you 
will encounter the living God revealed in Jesus Christ. 
 
INSTALLATION OF COUNCIL 
 
INTRODUCTION   
This week, the center of the church’s year, is one of striking contrasts: Jesus rides into Jerusalem surrounded 
by shouts of glory, only to be left alone to die on the cross, abandoned by even his closest friends. Mark’s 
gospel presents Jesus in his complete human vulnerability: agitated, grieved, scared, forsaken.  The Jesus 
who enters the city could not be any more human.  Jesus is who we are.  No wonder the people cry 
“Hosanna!”  A word of praise, yes.  A word of hope, yes.  But also a cry.  A prayer.  A plea.  “Hosanna!”  It is our 
prayer too.  “Lord, save us!”  Amen. 
 

GATHERING LITANY  

Jesus is coming! 
Shout Hosanna! 

He’s riding on a donkey. 
Shout Hosanna! 

Open the ancient doors. 
Shout Hosanna! 

Don’t be afraid. 
Shout Hosanna! 

Wave the branches. 
Shout Hosanna! 

Spread out your coats. 
Shout Hosanna! 

Glory in the highest heaven. 
Shout Hosanna! 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE & SONG   
 
GREETING 

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna!  Hosanna in the highest! 
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March 28, 2021 
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“All Glory, Laud and Honor” (vs. 1,3&5)   ELW 344 

 

 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, Merciful Father, ☩ Crucified Son, Life-Giving Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
If you were to keep watch over our sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
Yet with you is forgiveness, and so we confess. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection 
 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. 
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We confess we are a fickle people, one minute praising you with our lips, the next shouting crucify!  We 
look to the ways of power and violence and greed that turn our hearts away from one another and from 
you.  We reject and deny your love and do not understand your life-giving ways for all the world. 
Have mercy on us O God, for we are in trouble.  Forgive us.  Let your face shine upon us once more and 
save us in your steadfast love. 
 
People of God, we hear this good news:  Refusing to save himself Jesus suffered the cross and was obedient 
to death on the cross.  For his sake and in the mercy of almighty God, all our sins are forgiven, in the name of 
the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
On this day we lay our palm branches before you.   
On this day our lips cry Hosanna! 
While in our hearts the aching cry, “Lord, save us!” 
Hear our prayers as we come to you. 
Save us O God. 
 

“Lord Listen to Your Children Praying”   ELW #752 
 

 
 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As physical distancing and self-isolating remain necessary, when the body of Christ cannot meet in one place, 
we gather through the Holy Spirit in our many different places – house, apartment, room – and call out to 
you.  Hear our cry, O God, Listen to our prayer.  
 
Have mercy, O God!  Awaken your church to new proclamations of your faithfulness. By your Spirit, give us 
compassionate hearts and bold words to speak, that all people might come to know you. Strengthen and 
encourage Bishops Larry and Susan, all rostered ministers, congregation councils and lay leaders as they lead 
in difficult times, especially today Carolyn Ethier, Mark Heinen, Allyn Langager, Cheryl Berg, Marla 
McGeorge, Mike Pulsifer, Karen Peterson, Hugh MacKay, Arnold Follinglo, Myrna Husdal, Bernice Megli, Lori 
Fromm, and Blair Sanderson. Hear our cry, O God, Listen to our prayer.  

 
“Lord Listen to Your Children Praying” ELW #752 
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Have mercy, O God! Give courage and wisdom to government leaders at all levels that the decisions they 
make might be based on justice and grace for all people.  We give thanks for scientists and researchers and 
for those who were willing to take part in the vaccine trials. As we wait to be vaccinated and to be able to be 
together, help us not to lose heart. Empower us to serve you, and to live out your grace and love wherever we 
are. Hear our cry, O God. Listen to our prayer.  
 
Have mercy, O God! Support and protect all healthcare workers and those who serve the sick, the dying, and 
those in long-term care facilities. Lay your hand of protection on all frontline workers who work tirelessly to 
ensure we have what we need. Uphold those who minister in any way to the lonely and those in need. Hear 
our cry, O God. Listen to our prayer.  

 
“Lord Listen to Your Children Praying” ELW #752 

 
Have mercy, O God! Comfort and uplift those who are alone, isolated, oppressed by solitude and anxiety.  
Strengthen the aged and vulnerable.  Heal the sick.  Bring peace to the dying and those suffering chronic or 
terminal illness. Tend to all who cry out for relief, especially Sharla, Debi, Renee, Marion, Arne, Eva, Olai and 
Suzy, Dave and Trudy, Carolyn, Lyle and Marlene, Olivia, Syd, Pastor Dick and Jan, Corrie, Patrick, Klaus, 
Shirley, Eowyn, Catherine, Grace, Lilian, Margaret, Clayton, Montgomery, Rosemary, Landon, Shellene, 
Elizabeth, Judy and Ron, and Miriam. Hear our cry, O God. Listen to our prayer.  
 
Have mercy, O God! Send your Holy Spirit and give us willing hearts to follow you, even to the cross. Renew 
us and strengthen us to live out our faith each day. Bless Mark Heinen and Fern and Roelof Heinen this week, 
and all who led in worship today. Fill each and every heart with that trust in your grace that frees us and binds 
us together in communion in the one body of your son, Jesus Christ. Hear our cry, O God, Listen to our 
prayer.  
 

“Lord Listen to Your Children Praying” ELW #752 
 
When we breathe our last breath, you raise us to eternal life. With all your witnesses in heaven and on earth, 
let us boldly confess the name of Jesus Christ, our resurrection and our hope.  
According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend them to you; through 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest! 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.  Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take 
on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy, enable us to share both obedience to your will 
and in the glorious victory of his resurrection; through Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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READING   Philippians 2:5-11   
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 who, though he was in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be exploited, 
 but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
  he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 Therefore God also highly exalted him 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every name, 
 so that at the name of Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 

 
God’s story, your story.  
 Thanks be to God! 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross”  (vs. 1)   ELW #335 
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GOSPEL  Mark 11:1-11 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 11th chapter 
Glory to you O Lord 
 
When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, [Jesus] sent 
two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you 
will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you 
doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.’ ” They went away and 
found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, some of the bystanders said to 
them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to 
take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread 
their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. Then those who 
went ahead and those who followed were shouting, 
 “Hosanna! 
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
  Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
  Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at everything, as it 
was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 

The Gospel of our Lord.   
Praise to you O Christ 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   “Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross”  (vs. 2)    ELW #335 
 

 Near the cross, a trembling soul, 
 love and mercy found me; 
 there the bright and morning star 
 sheds its beams around me.   
 
Refrain 
 In the cross, in the cross 
 be my glory ever; 
 till my ransomed soul shall find 
 rest beyond the river. 

 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven,   
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,   
your will be done,      
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.   
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Forgive us our sins,    
as we forgive those      
who sin against us;        

Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.   

For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.  Amen. 

 
ENTRANCE INTO HOLY WEEK  

We tell your story.  We follow in your footsteps. 
Lead us into Holy Week 
 
PASSION SUNDAY 

Oh Mad Lover!  
Who can begin to know your passion?  
You thought it not enough to be born,  
To keep company with us,  
To tent among us.  
Now to open yourself even to our opinions,  
Our quickly changed allegiance,  
To risk even our rejection.  
You come again.  
You walk our main streets.  
Wet our back alleys with your tears.  
For it is only enough also to die.  
Oh Mad Lover!  
How can we know your passion? 
 
We gather in the upper room.  We taste of bread and bitter wine. 
Lead us into Holy Community 
 
MAUNDY THURSDAY 

Thursday’s dinner is served 
a final meal before moving on 
bread and wine 
fare simple 
as manna and spring water 
yet I am glad to be here 
even the crumbs lord 
that fall from your table 
are sufficient 
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We walk towards the city.  We wait in the Garden. 
Lead us onto Holy Ground 
 
false words where deceit is considered clever  
greed masked as mere survival  
hatred justified as zeal for truth  
crucifixions of one for the sake of many  
all subtle excuses for doing nothing 
 
We journey towards death.  We hope for resurrection. 
Lead us into Holy Joy. 
 
“In the Courtyard”   
 
The whispers around the edges  
Haunt as we remember his words;  
“Very truly, I tell you…  
 
Before the cock crows…” 
The accusing curiosities mount;  
“Isn’t he one of them?” 
 
Hushed and condemning; 
“Wasn’t he among those who followed?” 
 
But he had said, too:  
“Where I am going, you cannot follow me now.” 
 
All these years and months of following;  
Now, to deny  
Now, to abandon  
Now, to allow betrayal? 
“Why can I not follow you now?”  
 
Why does our courage leave us when  
All we desire 
Is to rise  
To your vision  
Soar to your affection  
And stand tall in your truth and trust? 
 
Instead  
We find ourselves 
Frozen by our frail and lonely  
Humanity. 
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SENDING HYMN   “Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross”,  (vs. 3)   ELW #335 
 

Near the cross! O Lamb of God, 
 bring its scenes before me; 
 help me walk from day to day 
 with its shadow o'er me.   

Refrain 
 In the cross, in the cross 
 be my glory ever; 
 till my ransomed soul shall find 
 rest beyond the river. 

 
In some mysterious but sure way 
his mercy finds us in our wanderings, 
his grace forgives our many sins, 
his Spirit refuses to give up on us, 
and something of his love flows 
through us to others. 
 
 
SENDING 
 
BLESSING   May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  Romans 15:13   
 
DISMISSAL  

 Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; 
render no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted;  love and serve 
God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Thanks be to God.  We will. 
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