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St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
“People of Christ Making a Difference” 

119 N Church Street 
Lexington, SC 

 
Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday 

March 28, 2021 
 

WELCOME TO OUR VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE! 
 

During this time of social distancing here are a few things to remember: 
 

We are back to regular office hours Monday through Friday.  Please don’t hesitate to let us know 
how we can help!  The pastors are available by calling the church (359-6562), calling the Crisis 
Care Line after hours (808-6471), or emailing them (pat@sslc.org and/or 
jasonantley@earthlink.net) 
 

If you visit our website (www.sslc.org) you will see additions to the main page.  On your phone, 
please make sure you are on the full website (just scroll down and click the icon that says full 
website).  At the top you will see SIX RED BOXES.  Here are the details: 
 

Box 1) “Weekly Bulletins” – which will correspond to the services on YouTube. 
 

Box 2) “Virtual Communion” – explanation and instructions for communing at home during virtual 
worship. 
 

Box 3) “Click Here For Our YouTube” – where you can click to participate in our virtual worship 
services, or you can copy and paste tinyurl.com/SSLCWorship into your browser to take you there 
directly.  Services will be livestreamed at 12:30 PM on Wednesdays and 8:30 AM on Sundays. 
 

Box 4) “Latest Church Update” – where we will post the latest COVID-19 church update. 
 

Box 5) “Online Giving” – Don’t forget to support our ministry during this time apart by either 
mailing your donations to the church (119 N Church Street, Lexington, SC 29072), giving online, or 
giving through the Givelify app.  This may also be a time to consider direct deposit giving.  For 
more details please call the church office to contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya 
Reynolds. 
 

Box 6) “Green Sheet Announcements” – this is the green bulletin insert you would normally get 

on Sunday.  
 

If you need any sort of assistance (ie needing food, getting groceries or prescriptions, going to 
medical appointments, anything at all), please call the church office or one of the pastors.  We 
have folks who are willing to help in any way they can!  Please take time to call folks who may not 
have a strong network and may be in need.  Neighbors helping neighbors is one way we can be 
“People of Christ Making a Difference!” 
 

We will continue sending out emails but you can also check out our website and our Facebook 
page for updates.  God bless you!  We love you!  Stay safe out there! 

mailto:pat@sslc.org
mailto:jasonantley@earthlink.net
http://www.sslc.org/
file:///C:/Users/nanna/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/KMX4GOQT/tinyurl.com/SSLCWorship
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GATHERING MUSIC    
 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
A MOMENT FOR PEACE 

 
PRELUDE     
 
THE PROCESSION WITH PALMS 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

  
Let us pray. Oh God of mercy and might, in the mystery of the passion of your son you offer your 
infinite life to the world. Gather us around the cross of Christ, and preserve us until the 
resurrection, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one god, now and forever. 
Amen.  
  
 
PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL             St. Matthew 21:1-11 
  
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 21st chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

  
1 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus 
sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find 
a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to 
you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” 4This took place to 
fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 5“Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your 
king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the donkey and the colt, 
and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the 
road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that went 
ahead of him and that followed were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one 
who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 10When he entered 
Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 11The crowds were saying, “This is 
the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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BLESSING OF PALMS  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Let us pray. We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those who 
spread garments and branches along his way. Bless these branches and those who wave them. 
Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death and 
resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
  
GATHERING SONG     “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”      ELW 344 

 
Refrain: All glory, laud, and honor to you, redeemer, king, 
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 

  
You are the king of Israel and David's royal Son, 

now in the Lord's name coming, our King and Blessed One.  Refrain 
  

GREETING 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

  
CHILDREN’S SERMON                Pastor Jason 

  
PRAYER OF THE DAY INTRODUCTION 
As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ and meditate on 
the salvation of the world through his sufferings, death, burial, and resurrection, let us pray. 
  
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
  
THE PASSION OF OUR LORD—Part I             Mark 14:1-52 
  
THE PASSION OF OUR LORD—Part II                Mark 14:53-15:32 
  
GOSPEL PROCESSIONAL “Ah, Holy Jesus” (Vs. 1—Solo)      ELW 349 

 
Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended that we to judge thee have in hate pretended?  

By foes derided, by thine own rejected, O most afflicted.  
  

THE PASSION OF OUR LORD—Part III          Mark 15:33-47 

  
GOSPEL PROCESSIONAL “Ah, Holy Jesus” (Vs. 2—Solo)      ELW 349 

  
Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon thee? Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath undone thee.  

'Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee; I crucified thee.  
  

Silence for reflection upon the Word. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY           ”O Sacred Head Now Wounded”      ELW 351 
 

O sacred head, now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down, 
now scornfully surrounded with thorns, thine only crown; 
O sacred head, what glory, what bliss till now was thine! 
Yet, though despised and gory, I joy to call thee mine. 

  
Lord, be my consolation; shield me when I must die; 

remind me of thy passion when my last hour draws nigh. 
These eyes, new faith receiving, from thee shall never move; 

for all who die believing die safely in thy love. 
  

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL  
  
OFFERING 
It is during times like these that we notice an even greater purpose for our ministry and life together 
in Christ as we love and support each other and the world around us.  Don’t forget to support our 
ministry by mailing your offering to the church, giving online (www.sslc.org) or through the Givelify 
app.  This may also be a time to consider direct deposit giving.  For more details please contact 
our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 359-6562. 
 
ANTHEM         "When I Survey the Wondrous Cross"     ELW 803 

 
When I survey the wondrous cross on which the prince of glory died,  
my richest gain I count but loss and pour contempt on all my pride. 

  
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast save in the death of Christ, my God;  

all the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to his blood. 
  

See, from his head, his hands, his feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down.  
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

  
Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too small;  

love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all. 
  
OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray together.  
Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with 
bread from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to life 
with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 
RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized!  This Holy Sacrament is a fundamental 
part of how we participate in worship and receive Christ’s body and blood, given and shed for 

us for the forgiveness of our sins.  It is customary to use bread and wine for this meal, however 
with the given circumstances we invite you to find whatever is most appropriate in your context for 
your family to share.  As you gather together to receive the real presence of Christ found in, with, 
and under the elements, be assured that the gifts we are given by God in the Holy Sacrament 
transcend space and time.  May we be fed and nourished by God through this meal so that we 
may persevere and continue in discipleship this and every day. 
 

(As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to each communicant: 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
 

The blood of Christ shed for you. 
 

The communicant may say: “Amen.”) 
 
BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
 

C 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray, God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake 
of the world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that has 
made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
  
BENEDICTION 

May almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you with the grace and strength to take up 
your cross and follow Christ, this week and forever.  
Amen. 
  
SENDING SONG    “Ride On, Ride On in Majesty”      ELW 346 

 
Ride on, ride on in majesty! Hear all the tribes hosanna cry; 

O Savior meek, your road pursue, with palms and scattered garments strewed. 
  

Ride on, ride on in majesty! In lowly pomp ride on to die. 
O Christ, your triumphs now begin o'er captive death and conquered sin. 

  
DISMISSAL 

Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
POSTLUDE     

 
 

 
 
THE ALTAR GREENERY is given to the Glory of God and in honor of Abby Burnett’s 16th birthday 

given by her family. 
 
 
The Church Staff       Crisis Care Line: 808-6471           Website: www.sslc.org 

The Rev. Dr. Patrick W. Riddle    The Rev. Jason T. Antley 
Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life  Mrs. Bailey Slice Parker, Music Director 
Mr. Tyler Meade, Organist     Mrs. Beth Haggard, Preschool Director 
Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator  Mr. Eric Abramson, Sexton 
Mr. Stephen Abbott, Seminarian     Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus 

The Rev. Dr. Dennis Bolton, Pastor for Welcome and Visitation 
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