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Feeling like you’re all alone? Feeling like everything good in our world has 
already been discovered and there is nothing but a bleak future ahead?   
 
Maybe it’s helpful if we started thinking bigger thoughts and sharing bigger 
ideas. Religion, at its wildest-best, has encouraged people to think of 
realities and possibilities beyond themselves. Sadly, institutional religion 
has often encouraged almost the exact opposite, and it can be pretty 
stifling.  
 
I’m encouraging you to think outside the box of our daily fare of gloom and 
doom.  
 
Did you know that biologists estimate there are thirty to fifty trillion different 
kinds of bacteria and single-celled organisms on earth? We “know” fewer 
than one million of them by name. You have more of these in your body 
than your own cells.    
 
No one even has a guess how many viruses there are in the universe. Not 
all of them are dangerous or harmful.  
 
Did you know that physicists believe most of the universe (reality) is made 
up of invisible dark matter? We know almost nothing about it and we simply 
can’t see or measure any of it yet. Did you know that there are zillions of 
particles passing through your body like it isn’t even there?  
 
Did you know that there is one new species of insect being “discovered” in 
Madagascar, on average, every day? Did you know that there are probably 
thirty to fifty million insect species no one has yet described? There are 
estimates one half to one million species of spiders still not described or 
documented (my sympathies to people with arachnophobia).  
 
And these are just critters we can see with our naked eyes.    
 
We’ve barely gotten to the slime moulds in caves a mile deep and know 
very little about fungi or algae in sulphuric hot springs. And that’s just for 



starters. Suffice it to say, like Joni Mitchell, we really don’t know life at 
all…and we should never cease being curious.                   
 
Biologists say we have only described around fifteen to twenty percent of 
all life forms, and that is considered by many, to be a very high estimate.   
 
And who really knows what’s going on in the wider universe?   
 
Have you heard this cool story? On October 19th 2017, a Canadian 
astronomer named Robert Weryk was observing the heavens from an 
observatory in Hawaii. Like most nights, the observations he was making 
were rather routine and then he noticed something new that was streaking 
across the sky.  
 

At first he thought it was a large comet made up of ice but there was no trail 
or plume behind it. Then he thought it was an asteroid made up of metal 
and rocks, but there was no aura or glow and it was not behaving as 
anything he’d ever seen.  

It was moving really quickly and not following any predictable path. In 
astronomer’s terms, it had “orbital eccentricity” and “non-gravitational 
acceleration” In other words, it appeared to be running on its own power 
and had enough to break free from the gravitational field of our sun.  

As Robert Weryk watched in amazement…it sped up as it left our galaxy.  

That was the best sight anyone had of it and within a few months it had 
disappeared into deep space.  The photographs taken of it have been 
scrutinized by scientists all over the world.   

The conclusion is that it was the first interstellar visitor from another galaxy. 
The object has been given a Hawaiian name, Oumuamua (oh-moo-uh-
moo-uh), meaning scout or explorer.  

Some believe it was actually a ship or probe between 100 and 400 meters 
long, possibly travelling by way of its own engine or solar-sails.  
 
Dr. Avi Loeb, a leading theoretical physicist from Harvard (yeah that 
Harvard) just published a book in January 2021 about the event called 
Extraterrestrial: The First Sign of Intelligent Life Beyond Earth.   
 



Others believe it was a natural object that was off-gassing and has been 
tumbling through space for two billion years. If so, it is doing this in a 
manner that has never been observed before.  

It is the single most important object ever observed passing by our planet 
and the first interstellar visitor we’ve ever seen in this galaxy. Maybe you 
haven’t even heard of it yet?  

As the Friendly Giant said, “We need to look up…way up…” and all around; 
as often as possible. We are overly preoccupied with technologies that 
curate reality for us and often create and support very limited points of 
view. There is much more on the horizon.      

Moments of wonder and amazement about the complexity and immensity 
of the bigger-whole can create deep feelings of awe, love and hope.         

We spend a lot of time and energy on what usually turns out to be tempest-
in-a-tea-pot news. While so doing, we miss really big story events…like the 
Oumuamua fly-by, the mushroom that literally pops up overnight, or the 
really interesting slime mould growing on a rock.  

Noticing and thinking about life in all of its complexity and with loving 
curiosity and wonderment, to me, is what to be truly religious and fully 
conscious.  

The life that’s going on right now is the greatest show on earth. It would be 
a shame to miss it.      

 

 


