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     The Rev. Canon Lorne Mitchell 

 

May our reflections on Holy Scripture this Palm Sunday, inspire 

us to be strong followers of Jesus in both word and action. 

Amen. 

 

An ancient city like Jerusalem had seen an awful lot over the 

centuries. But it had never seen anything quite like the week 

before Passover that year. The now famous preacher and prophet 

from Galilee had arrived. People were on edge. What was going 

to happen? Were there going to be miracles? Was it going to be 

peaceful? Would it turn violent?  

 

Even by Jerusalem standards, the events of that week were 

shocking. The triumphant and hopeful entry of Jesus into 

Jerusalem turns sour. The authorities are out to get him from the 

very start. Within days he is sentenced to death as a common 

criminal. The “Hosannas” people shout turn into shouts of 

“Crucify him!”.  

 

His followers would have been devastated. 

How could this happen?  

How could this happen to the one who preached love, peace and 

forgiveness? 

Even more to the point - why did he seemingly let this happen? 

 

Paul, in his letter to the Philippians quotes from the oldest 

Christian hymn we know:   

 



Jesus Christ, though he was in the form God,  

did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited,  

but emptied himself, taking on the form of a slave…. 

and he humbled himself  

and became obedient to the point of death,  

even death on a cross.   

 

Can you imagine a world in which human beings chose not to 

use their own power over others, but instead put that same 

energy into serving one another?   (repeat) 

 

That’s exactly what Jesus did. 

 Instead of exploiting his own power, he put all his life energy 

into serving us… into loving us… 

 

Think about it. For three years, Jesus had been going from town 

to town, preaching and teaching. He had calmed storms, he had 

empowered the weak, he had defended the vulnerable, he had 

healed the sick, he had fed the hungry, he had done miracles, he 

had even raised the dead. When he arrived in Jerusalem a week 

before Passover, huge crowds were looking to him with great 

hope.  

 

All it would have taken is a word from his lips and a wave of his 

hand and the crowds would have done whatever he told them to 

do… even rebel against the authorities. And that of course is 

what the authorities feared the most. 

 

But did he choose to exploit this power that he had?  

Did he choose to use it? 

No… No he didn’t. 



 

Using such worldly power would go against everything he had 

taught. It would go against everything he had done... 

 

Instead of exploiting his own power he put all his life energy 

into serving us.  

 

Even unto death. 

 

The paradoxical message of the cross is this: 

The incredible power of the love of God can never be revealed 

by wielding worldly human power:  

 

It can only be fully revealed through humble self-giving;  

 

It can only be revealed by giving away one’s very life energy  

for the sake of bringing life to others.  

 

That is what the love of God for us and for all creation is all 

about. 

 

And that is what Jesus lived out for you and me, to the very end.  

 

Even unto death. 

 

Amen. 

 

 


