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If you are a visitor with us today, we welcome you in the name of Christ.   
We encourage our guests to join us in the communion meal because Jesus welcomes all to 

his table of grace, uniting and filling us for love and service. Christ is our host and our food, 
bearing to us God’s forgiveness and grace through this harvest of field and vineyard. 

Palm Sunday March 28, 2021 

GATHERING 
 

Welcome 
 

Call to Worship and Blessing of Palms 
Pastor: The story of faith is a story of courage. 
All: It took courage for John the Baptist to prepare the way. 
Pastor: It took courage for Mary to say, “Here I am. Use me.” 
All: It took courage for the disciples to drop their nets and follow Jesus. 
Pastor: It took courage for the paralyzed man’s friends to lower him through the roof. 
All: It took courage for Peter to walk on water. 
Pastor: It took courage for Zacchaeus to give half of his possessions to the poor. 
All: It took courage for Jesus to enter Jerusalem on a donkey. 
Pastor: Faith has never been easy. It is a journey of courage. 
All: Again and again, God, show us the way. 
One: Let us worship a brave and courageous God. 

You may hold up your palm fronds. 

Today, we encounter the paradox that defines our faith: Jesus Christ is glorified king 
and humiliated servant. We too are full of paradox: like Peter, we fervently desire to 
follow Christ, but find ourselves afraid, denying God. We wave palms in celebration to-
day as Christ comes into our midst, and we follow with trepidation as his path leads to 
death on the cross. Amid it all we are invited into this paradoxical promise of life 
through Christ’s broken body and outpoured love in a meal of bread and wine. We 
begin this week that stands at the center of the church year, anticipating the completion 
of God’s astounding work. 
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Pastor: Let us pray.  We praise you, O God, 
All: for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. Today he entered 
the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those who spread 
garments and branches along his way. Bless these branches and those who carry 
them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to 
his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus 
Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen.  
 

Gathering Hymn All Glory, Laud, and Honor #344 vs. 1-3 

 

WORD 

First Reading Isaiah 50:4-9a 
The servant of the Lord expresses absolute confidence in his final vindication, despite 
the fact that he has been struck and spit upon. This characteristic of the servant played 
an important role in the early church’s understanding of the suffering, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus. 

Lector: A reading from Isaiah. 

 4The Lord God has given me 
  the tongue of a teacher, 
 that I may know how to sustain 
  the weary with a word. 
 Morning by morning he wakens— 
  wakens my ear 
  to listen as those who are taught. 
 5The Lord God has opened my ear, 
  and I was not rebellious, 
  I did not turn backward. 
 6I gave my back to those who struck me, 
  and my cheeks to those who pulled out 
the beard; 

 I did not hide my face 
  from insult and spitting. 
 
 7The Lord God helps me; 
  therefore I have not been disgraced; 
 therefore I have set my face like flint, 
  and I know that I shall not be put to 
shame; 
  8he who vindicates me is near. 
 Who will contend with me? 
  Let us stand up together. 
 Who are my adversaries? 
  Let them confront me. 

Refrain 
 All glory, laud, and honor 
 to you, redeemer, king, 
 to whom the lips of children 
 made sweet hosannas ring. 
 

1 You are the king of Israel 
 and David's royal Son, 
 now in the Lord's name coming, 
 our King and Blessed One.  Refrain 

2 The company of angels  
 are praising you on high; 
 creation and all mortals  
 in chorus make reply.  Refrain 
 

3 The multitude of pilgrims 
 with palms before you went; 
 our praise and prayer and anthems 
 before you we present.  Refrain 
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Lector: Word of God, word of life. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation All Glory, Laud, and Honor #344 vs. 4-5 

 
Gospel  John 12:1-16 
Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem follows a celebration of his raising of Lazarus when Jesus is 
anointed for his own burial. 

Pastor: The holy gospel according to John. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

1Six days before the Passover Jesus came 
to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he 
had raised from the dead. 2There they gave 
a dinner for him. Martha served, and Laza-
rus was one of those at the table with him. 
3Mary took a pound of costly perfume 
made of pure nard, anointed Jesus' feet, 
and wiped them with her hair. The house 
was filled with the fragrance of the per-
fume. 4But Judas Iscariot, one of his disci-
ples (the one who was about to betray 
him), said, 5Why was this perfume not sold 
for three hundred denarii and the money 
given to the poor? 6(He said this not be-
cause he cared about the poor, but because 
he was a thief; he kept the common purse 
and used to steal what was put into it.) 7Je-
sus said, "Leave her alone. She bought it so 
that she might keep it for the day of my 
burial. 8You always have the poor with 
you, but you do not always have me." 

9When the great crowd of the Jews learned 
that he was there, they came not only be-
cause of Jesus but also to see Lazarus, 
whom he had raised from the dead. 10So 
the chief priests planned to put Lazarus to 
death as well, 11since it was on account of 
him that many of the Jews were deserting 
and were believing in Jesus. 
12The next day the great crowd that had 
come to the festival heard that Jesus was 
coming to Jerusalem. 13So they took 
branches of palm trees and went out to 
meet him, shouting, 
 "Hosanna! 
 Blessed is the one who comes in the name 
of the Lord —  
 the King of Israel!" 
14Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it; 
as it is written: 
 15"Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion. 
 Look, your king is coming, 

 9aIt is the Lord God who helps me;   who will declare me guilty? 

Refrain 
 All glory, laud, and honor 
 to you, redeemer, king, 
 to whom the lips of children 
 made sweet hosannas ring. 
 

4 To you, before your passion, 
 they sang their hymns of praise. 

 To you, now high exalted, 
 our melody we raise.  Refrain 
 

5 Their praises you accepted; 
 accept the prayers we bring, 
 great author of all goodness, 
 O good and gracious King.  Refrain 



5 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Message  Pastor Clark Brown 

Hymn Jesus Is a Rock in a Weary Land #333 

Affirmation of Faith 
We refuse to believe that we are powerless. 
We refuse to believe that injustice and hatred are simply the way it has to be. 
We refuse to believe that we are better or more deserving than my neighbor. 
We refuse to believe that our self-worth is rooted in our accomplishments or 
appearance. 
We refuse to believe that the Church is dying, because we see God all around us. 
We refuse to believe that the traditions of old are the only path for moving 
forward. 
We refuse to believe that we cannot make a difference. 
So with hope in our hearts, we will strive to live lives of courage, conviction, and 
compassion, 
We confess the faith given to us, of our brothers and sisters of all lands and peoples: 
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 

 sitting on a donkey's colt!" 
16His disciples did not understand these 
things at first; but when Jesus was glori-

fied, then they remembered that these 
things had been written of him and had 
been done to him.  

Refrain 
 Jesus is a rock in a weary land, 
 a weary land, a weary land; 
 my Jesus is a rock in a weary land, 
 a shelter in a time of storm. 
 

1 No one can do like Jesus, 
 not a mumbling word he said; 
 he went walking down to Lazarus' 

grave,  
 and he raised him from the dead.  

Refrain 

2 When Jesus was on earth, 
 the flesh was very weak; 
 he took a towel and girded himself 
 and he washed his disciples' feet.  

Refrain 
 

3 Yonder comes my Savior, 
 him whom I love so well; 
 he has the palm of victory 
 and the keys of death and hell.  Refrain 
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 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in 
need. 

In Jesus you came among us as a suffering servant. Give your church humility and 
empower us to confess Christ crucified. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
In creation, life springs from death. Create new possibilities for areas affected by 
climate change and restore lost habitats and endangered species. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Jesus was handed over to the powers of this world. In all nations, instruct the powerful, 
that they would not exploit their power but maintain justice. Sustain soldiers, and guide 
those who command them, that they serve those in greatest need. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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On the cross Jesus joined all who feel forsaken. Abide with those who are condemned to 
death. Defend those who are falsely accused. Console and strengthen those who are 
mocked or bullied. Accompany all who suffer, especially those on our minds and hearts 
today that we name (pause); Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We praise you for the faith you have given to people of all places and times. Give us 
also such faith to trust the promises of baptism and, with them, to look for the 
resurrection of the dead. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
Amen. 

MEAL 

Peace 
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.     
All:   And also with you. 
You are welcome to share Christ’s peace with those near you or using the comment 
section on YouTube. 

Gathering of the Gifts 
Let us remember to offer ourselves—our time, our abilities, our possessions–for the 
ongoing ministry of St. Timothy and the wider church.  You may continue to send in 
your offering by postal mail or use our online giving option at www.sttim.org. 

Offering Prayer 
Assisting Minister:  Let us pray.  Faithful God, 
All:   you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with 

bread from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from 
death to life with Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Pastor: God be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your courageous hearts. 
All: We lift them up to God. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks and praise to God. 
All: We shout hosanna before our Savior and Sovereign. 
Pastor: Praise to you…  ...now and forever. 
All:  Amen 
Pastor:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  

or 
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Pastor: Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come to this meal and be fed. 

As we share communion in our homes, we remember that we are indeed surrounded by 
a great cloud of witnesses, sharing in communion with the saints of every time and 
place.  We receive the body and blood of Christ and share in the life of God as we 
accept the bread and wine or grape juice, and hear the words: “The body of Christ 
given for you” and “the blood of Christ shed for you.” 

Communion Song For the Bread Which You Have Broken #494 vs. 1-2 

 O Bread Of Life From Heaven #480 

Prayer After Communion 
Assisting Minister:  Let us pray.  God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your 
people into one body for the sake of the world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that 
our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior.  
All:  Amen. 

 your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those  
  who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever.  Amen 

 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power,  and the glory,  
 forever and ever.  Amen 

1 For the bread which you have broken, 
 for the wine which you have poured, 
 for the words which you have spoken, 
 now we give you thanks, O Lord. 

2 By this promise that you love us, 
 by your gift of peace restored, 
 by your call to heav'n above us, 
 hallow all our lives, O Lord. 

1 O bread of life from heaven, 
 O food to pilgrims given, 
 O manna from above: 
 feed with the blessed sweetness 
 of your divine completeness 
 the souls that want and need your love. 
 

2 O fount of grace redeeming, 
 O river ever streaming 
 from Jesus' wounded side: 

 come now, your love bestowing 
 on thirsting souls, and flowing 
 till all are fully satisfied. 
 

3 We love you, Jesus, tender, 
 in all your hidden splendor 
 within these means of grace.  
 Oh, let the veil be riven, 
 and our clear eye in heaven 
 behold your glory face to face. 
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SENDING 
 

Pastor: You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
 chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. 
 God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing,  
 in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 
All: Amen 
 

Sending Song Ah, Holy Jesus  #349 vs. 1, 4, & 5 

Dismissal 
Assisting Minister:  

As you leave this space, 
May your mouth speak of God’s goodness. 
May your arms hold those in need. 
May your feet walk toward justice. 
May your heart trust its worth. 
May your soul dance in God’s grace. 
And may this be your rhythm— 
Again and again and again, 
Until God’s promised day. 
In the name of the Lover, the Beloved, and Love itself, 
Go with courage, go with heart, go in peace. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 

1 Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended 
 that we to judge thee have in hate 

pretended?  
 By foes derided, by thine own rejected,  
 O most afflicted.  
 God interceded.  
 

4 For me, kind Jesus, was thine 
incarnation, 

 thy mortal sorrow, and thy life's 
oblation; 

 thy death of anguish and thy bitter 
passion, 

 for my salvation. 
 

5 Therefore, kind Jesus, since I cannot 
pay thee, 

 I do adore thee, and will ever pray thee; 
 think on thy pity and thy love 

unswerving, 
 not my deserving. 

Presiding Minister—Pastor Clark Brown 
Assisting Minister—Matt Schulz 

Musician—Desma Johnson 
Cantor—Nancy Opsata 
Audio—Jim Helgason 

Streaming Video—Jon Gerdes 
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Upcoming Commemorations 
Hans Nielsen Hauge, renewer of the church, died 1824 
Monday, March 29, 2021 
Hauge was a layperson who wished to revitalize the church in Norway. As a result of a 
mystical experience, he felt called to preach. Many professionals in the church feared 
his motives and influence, and he was imprisoned for leading unauthorized gatherings. 

John Donne, poet, died 1631 
Wednesday, March 31, 2021 
After finishing his education at Oxford University, Donne seemed headed for a career in 
the English public service. But a series of circumstances led him into the ordained 
ministry. He is well known as a writer of both secular and sacred poetry. 

Gospel Message 

Palm Sunday 
March 28, 2021 
Blessing of the Palms 

Congregations across the world were asked to refrain from worshiping in person during 
the early months of the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 to stem the spread of the deadly 
virus. For many, the loss was felt most sharply on Palm Sunday just as Holy Week 
services were scheduled to begin. 

One congregation in Central Washington State worshiped in their homes that morning 
via conference call. They hadn’t been able to distribute palms to one another, so 
pretending to wave imaginary branches in their own homes felt inauthentic and strange. 
Absent their usual practices, the pastor of the little church composed a non-traditional 
“Blessing of the Palms” for worship as they gathered in the safety of their homes. 
Instead of blessing palm branches on that Palm Sunday morning, the assembly was 
invited to bless the palms of their own outstretched hands. 

The word hosanna, shouted by those witnessing Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem in Mark’s 
gospel, can be translated, “Help, please, now!” With this very word on our lips, today 
we are invited to lay down more than coats and leafy branches at the foot of Jesus. We 
are invited to lay down our very own palms just as they are. 

Imagine today that the palms laid out at the feet of Jesus today are the very palms of 
hands we meet every day in our own community and in the world. Some of these will be 
cracked, old, and tired with work; others will be sweating and nervous with worry; still 
others might be hopeful and open, excited or twitching with anticipation. Today we are 
invited to lay every one of those things that excite, demand, and trouble us at the foot of 
Jesus with a word of “Hosanna!” on our lips. 
From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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 Please continue to pray for the ongoing concerns of these listed here. 

Prayer Concerns 
Please remember in your prayers: 
The family and friends of Shelley Grace, Barbara Grace’s daughter-in-law. 
The family and friends of Brenda Putz, the mother of  T. J. Racoosin.  
Michael Grace, Barbara Grace’s son, has ME/CFS pray he regains his strength. 
Ed Olson, undergoing cancer treatment . 
Stacey Himenes, undergoing cancer treatment. 
Grace Cinke, a friend of Lynn Wagner, who has Covid 19. 
Glenda Tankersley, Ia Boelter’s niece still recovering in hospital. 
The family of Philip Caniglia, father of Steve Solomon’s friend Phyllis.  
Sandy Hoskin, undergoing cancer treatment again. 
David Holland, husband of Dee Holland and brother of Lucille Pires, undergoing chemo 
therapy for prostate and bone cancer.  
Colbie Schueneman, grandniece of Adrian, 171/2  months old diagnosed with a neuro-
degenerative disease.  
Dawn Stallings, daughter of Dolores, who has suffered a stroke.   
Grant Hobson, grandnephew of Matt Schulz, being treated for leukemia, and his parents 
Claire and Luke.  
Healthcare workers on the front line of the pandemic and essential workers facing 
daily risk of disease. 
All service members, fire fighters, and police officers (and their families). 
For those living in war-torn regions and all refugees. 
For the mission of this congregation, the Monterey Bay Conference, and the entire  
Sierra Pacific Synod, and for our leaders and for the leaders throughout the world. 

Torie Hamilton 
Rodger Marty 
Bonnie Bennett 
Jim McMullins 
Bill Reynolds 
Mary Lee Slater 
Marjonie Gabriel 
Tom Brown 
Aaron Grieg 

Byron Heppert 
Jacqueline Graham 
Gloria Llenaresas 
Riley Ann Holland 
Ronnie Lyons 
Irene McCloud 
Thomas Ansley 
Jackie Rullman 
Linda Henderson 

Beverly Schneideman 
Justice Gaudoin 
Peter Kracht 
Isabella Silva 
Randy Hoch 
Don Butler 
Mark Northcutt 
Helen Leikam 

Textual elements from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. 
Textual and visual elements from Rev. Sarah Are, Lauren Wright Pittman, Hannah Garrity, Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity, Rev. Anna Strickland, 
A Sanctified Art LLC (sanctifiedart.org / @sanctifiedart). 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. 
All Glory, Laud, and Honor, Text: Theodulph of Orleans, 760-821; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866 (public domain). 
Jesus Is a Rock in a Weary Land, Text: African American spiritual (public domain).  
For the Bread Which You Have Broken, Text: Louis F. Benson, 1855-1930 © Robert F. Jefferys Jr. 
O Bread of Life from Heaven, Text: Latin hymn, c. 1661; tr. Hugh T. Henry, 1862-1946, sts. 1, 3; tr. Philip Schaff, 1819-1893, st. 2 (public domain). 
Ah, Holy Jesus, Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, alt.(public domain). 
 

All Elements are Used by Permission.  All Rights Reserved. 
Augsburg License #23225     ⬧     CCLI License #2883346     ⬧     OneLicense License #A-706342 
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Notes and announcements 

• THE GREAT THREE DAYS  We will continue our collaboration with Epiphany, St. 
Philip’s, and St. James for Holy Week this year. Epiphany will host Maundy Thursday with 
a livestream at 7:30 PM; St. Philip’s will host Good Friday with worship premiering on 
YouTube at 12 noon; and we will host the Easter Vigil with a (very abbreviated) in-person 
technology-free gathering in our parking lot at 7:30 PM. More information will follow! 

• We will have outdoor worship service on Easter Sunday, April 4th.  Please notify the 
office at (831)375-2042 or office@sttim.org if you plan to attend and how many will be 
coming from your household.  

• The Congregational Annual Meeting will be on Sunday, April 11, 1 PM. You can join the 
meeting in person or via Zoom. Please see the regular mail and email communications for 
more information. If you plan on coming to the meeting in person, please RSVP to the 
church office by the morning of Thursday, April 8: office@sttim.org or 375-2042.   

• As we are now live-streaming worship, we can also accommodate a few people in the 
sanctuary each week, keeping well below the current guidelines of 25% capacity and 
maintaining safety protocols.  With this limited space, we ask you to call or email the church 
office (831)375-2042 or office@sttim.org) to let us know which Sundays you would like to 
attend and how are in your household.   

• Study, pray, and discuss during the week: Join Pastors Clark and Tony: Wednesday 2 PM 
Bible Study,  

• Online Worship: All Sunday services online on sttim.org.   

• Social Hour: We have a social hour on Zoom Sunday at 10:45 am.  Information for worship 
and the social hour will be emailed each week. If you want to be on our email list or have 
questions, email/call/text Pastor Clark at pastorclark@sttim.org or 831-521-1818. 

• Preparing for communion.  Our online Sunday worship will include communion.  As you 
feel called, prepare to share in communion by setting aside some bread or crackers, and 
some wine or juice, as you have them available.  If you need any of these items, please 
contact Ida Barber. 

• Prayer Concerns: Please call Dorothy Kirk with any new or changed prayer concerns at 
375-1043. 

• Offering: Please remember your offerings to St. Timothy.  Offering can be mailed to the 
church office, sent automatically using your bank, or online by visiting our website 
www.sttim.org. 

Saint Timothy Lutheran Church, ELCA 
52 Soledad Drive, Monterey, CA  93940  (831) 375-2042 

home page: http://sttim.org 
E-mail: office@sttim.org 

Sharing God’s Love Together 
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