
Page 1 de 2 2021 - Palm Sunday - B.docx 

PASSION PALM SUNDAY - Year B 
 [Is 50:4-7; Phil 2:6-11; Mark 14:1–15:47]  
(Excerpts from Fr. Thomas Rosica, CSB) 

by Father Charles Fillion 
28 March 2021 

 
This year on Palm Sunday,  

we listen attentively to Mark’s Passion. 
It is a story of striking contrasts.  

As we hear again this moving story,  
we discover not only the identity of those who tried,  
condemned and killed Jesus long ago,  
but also what killed him  
and what vicious circles of violence, brutality, hatred and jealousy  
continue to crucify him today  
in his brothers and sisters of the human family. 

 
We did not read it today, but as Jesus enters into Jerusalem, 

Mark’s account places much emphasis on the donkey.  
It was the custom for pilgrims to enter Jerusalem on foot.  

Only kings and rulers would “ride” into the city  
– most often on great horses and in flamboyant processions,  
in order to make their presence known.  

 
Jesus, a different kind of king, chooses to ride into the city,  

not on a majestic stallion  
but on the back of a young lowly donkey. 

Jesus comes as a king whose rule is not built on might  
but on compassion and generous service. 

 
In Mark’s Passion story, we witness the anguish of Jesus  

who has been totally abandoned by friends and disciples.  
Jesus is resigned to his fate.  

He makes no response to Judas when he is betrayed by him  
or to Pilate.  

 
In Mark, Pilate makes no effort to save him,  

as he does in the other three Gospels. 
Mark portrays the utter failure of the disciples to provide any support to Jesus  

or to even understand what is happening.  
 
At the conclusion of the Stations of the Cross at Rome’s Colosseum  

on Good Friday night in the Jubilee Year 2000,  
Saint John Paul II spoke these moving and powerful words: 

“Who, if not the condemned Saviour,  
can fully understand the pain of those unjustly condemned?” 
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“Who, if not the King scorned and humiliated,  

can meet the expectations of the countless men and women  
who live without hope or dignity? 

Who, if not the crucified Son of God, can know the sorrow  
and loneliness of so many lives shattered and without a future?” 

 
Our Saviour truly understands our human condition 

as He walks with us and shares our sorrows, loneliness and suffering.  
Passion Sunday invites us to put on what Paul calls in the second reading, 

the “attitude of Christ Jesus” in his passion and death:  
to “empty” ourselves of our own interests, fears and needs  
for the sake of others.  

 
Despite our own denials and betrayals, 

despite rejection, humiliation and suffering, 
the Passion of Jesus becomes a reason for hope  
and a moment of grace for all of us  
as we seek the reign of God in our own lives  
– however lonely and painful that search may be.  

 
Holy Week gives us the consolation and the conviction that we are not alone; 

we are given the special grace to carry on our pilgrimage,  
with joy and in hope. 
 


