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Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

14531 Old Olga Road S.E.  
Ft Myers, FL 33905 

 Sunday Worship: 10:30 AM 
Sunday School & Bible Class: 11:30 AM 

Church Office: (239) 694-3878 
bethlehemlutheranfortmyers.org 
E-Mail: bethlehemlc@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Karl P. Glander, Pastor 

Pastor’s Cell Phone: (239) 293-1489 
Pastor’s E-Mail Address: 

pastorkarlglander@gmail.com 
 Linda Kirsch, Church Secretary 

Do you know someone who will spend Easter 
alone? Consider sharing the resurrection joy by 
inviting that person to join you for a meal or call 
them to let them know that you are thinking about 
them.  

Palm Sunday is the day Christians remember 
Jesus entering Jerusalem. It signals the beginning 
of Holy Week. As the week begins, take time in 
your home to use palms received during worship 
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or make palms out of construction paper and wave 
them to re-enact the crowds shouting as they met 
Jesus. As you wave the palms, imagine Jesus 
riding on a donkey past you and shout, “Hosanna! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 
Lord” (John 12:13b). 

IT IS GREAT TO HAVE YOU IN WORSHIP 
WITH US TODAY!  

Here at Bethlehem Lutheran, we believe in the 
teachings of the Bible as taught by Jesus and the 
apostles and strive to live our lives in accord with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. We are all fellow 
sinners who live together in the mercy and grace 
of Jesus. Jesus is the heart and center of all that 
we say and do as we serve Him and live in 
Christian love with one another.  
If you would like to learn more about this church, 
or are looking for a church family, please talk to 
our pastor or one of the ushers or elders. They 
would be happy to talk with you! Regardless of 
whether you join or not, we welcome you and your 
family to worship with us any time! Please sign our 
guest register in the lobby and fill out the 
Communication Card in the bulletin and place in 
the offering plate in the Narthex. Please include 
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your local contact information and email. 
Members, please fill in your name for attendance. 
Thank you! 
Should you have something we could privately 
pray about for you this week, we invite you to let 
our pastor or one of our members know so we can 
seek the Lord’s face together.  
Come visit us again sometime soon and may the 
Lord richly bless you! 

 

PALM/PASSION SUNDAY 

March 28, 2021  
 

PRELUDE   

+ PROCESSION OF PALMS + 

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the 
love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 
  
P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 

Lord. 
C Hosanna to the Son of David. 
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441 RIDE ON, RIDE ON IN MAJESTY 
 

1 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
Hark! All the tribes hosanna cry. 
O Savior meek, pursue Thy road, 
With palms and scattered garments strowed. 

 
2 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

In lowly pomp ride on to die. 
O Christ, Thy triumphs now begin 
O’er captive death and conquered sin. 

 
3 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

The angel armies of the sky 
Look down with sad and wond’ring eyes 
To see the_approaching sacrifice. 

 
4 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

Thy last and fiercest strife is nigh. 
The Father on His sapphire throne 
Awaits His own anointed Son. 

 
5 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

In lowly pomp ride on to die. 
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Bow Thy meek head to mortal pain, 
Then take, O God, Thy pow’r and reign. 

 
+ RECEPTION OF MEMBERS BY TRANSFER 

OR PROFESSION OF FAITH + 
 

P Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ 
said to His apostles: “Whoever confesses Me 
before men, I will also confess before My 
Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies 
Me before men, I will also deny before My 
Father who is in heaven.” Lift up your hearts, 
therefore, to the God of all grace and joyfully 
give answer to what I now ask you in the 
name of the Lord. 

  
P Do you this day in the presence of God and of 

this congregation acknowledge the gifts that 
God gave you in your Baptism? 

R Yes, I do. 
  
P Do you renounce the devil and all his works 

and all his ways? 
R Yes, I renounce them. 
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P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, in 
Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord, and in 
the Holy Spirit? 

R Yes, I believe in God the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. 

  
P Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic 

Scriptures to be the inspired Word of God and 
the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, drawn from them and confessed in 
the Small Catechism, to be faithful and true? 

R I do. 
  
P Do you intend to hear the Word of God and 

receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully? 
R I do, by the grace of God. 
  
P Do you intend to live according to the Word of 

God, and in faith, word, and deed to remain 
true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
even to death? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
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P Do you intend to continue steadfast in this 
confession and Church and to suffer all, even 
death, rather than fall away from it? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
  
P Do you desire to become a member of this 

congregation? 
R I do. 
  
P Will you support the work our gracious Lord 

has given this congregation with your prayers 
and the gifts God has given you? 

R I will, with the help of God. 
  
P Upon this your confession of faith, I 

acknowledge publicly that you are [a 
member/members] of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church and of this congregation. 
Receive the Lord’s Supper and participate 
with us in all the blessings of salvation that 
our Lord has given to His Church, in the name 
of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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(please rise) 
 
P Let us pray. 

Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and 
praise You for Your great goodness in 
bringing these Your sons and daughters to 
the knowledge of Your Son, our Savior, Jesus 
Christ, and enabling them both with the heart 
to believe and with the mouth to confess His 
saving name. Grant that by Your Word and 
Spirit they may continue steadfast in the one 
true faith in the fellowship of this congregation 
as together we await the day when all who 
have fought the good fight of faith shall 
receive the crown of righteousness; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P The grace of our T Lord Jesus Christ be with 

you. 
C Amen. 
 

(The new members return to their places.) 
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+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is 

faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
(A time of silence is observed to highlight the 
contrast between Jesus' triumphal entry and His 
passion.) 
 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are 

by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 
Your present and eternal punishment. For 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
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mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 
us, so that we may delight in Your will and 
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to 

die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
(please be seated) 

 

T SERVICE OF THE WORD T 
 

INTROIT                                      Psalm 118:19–29 

P Open to me the gates of righteousness, 
 that I may enter through them 
 and give thanks to the LORD. 
 

C This is the gate of the LORD; 
 the righteous shall enter through it. 
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P I thank you that you have answered me 
 and have become my salvation. 
 

C The stone that the builders rejected 
 has become the cornerstone. 
 

P This is the LORD’s doing; 
 it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 

C This is the day that the LORD has made; 
 let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 
P Save us, we pray, O LORD! 
 O LORD, we pray, give us success! 
 

C Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the 
LORD! 
 We bless you from the house of the LORD. 
 

P The LORD is God, 
 and he has made his light to shine upon us. 
Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, 
 up to the horns of the altar! 
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C You are my God, and I will give thanks to 
you; 
 you are my God; I will extol you. 
 

P Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 
 for his steadfast love endures forever! 

(please rise) 
KYRIE 
 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation 

let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-

being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here 

their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
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C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious 

Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, 
with palms in their hands, gathered to greet 
Your dearly beloved Son when He came into 
His Holy City, grant that we may ever hail Him 
as our King and, when He comes again, may go 
forth to meet Him with trusting and steadfast 
hearts and follow Him in the way that leads to 
eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

(please be seated) 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING    Zechariah 9:9–12 
The Coming King of Zion 

9Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 
 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation is he, 
humble and mounted on a donkey, 
 on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
 and the war horse from Jerusalem; 
and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
 and he shall speak peace to the nations; 
his rule shall be from sea to sea, 
 and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
11As for you also, because of the blood of my 
covenant with you, 
 I will set your prisoners free from the waterless 
pit. 
12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of 
hope; 
 today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE                                    Philippians 2:5–11 
 5Have this mind among yourselves, which is 
yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not count equality with God a 
thing to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, 
taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men. 8And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore 
God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him 
the name that is above every name, 10so that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and 
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father. 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

(please rise) 
 
♫ALLELUIA AND VERSE♫ (LENT) 
C Return to the Lord, your God, for He is 

gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and 
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abounding in steadfast love, and abounding 
in steadfast love. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                               John 12:12-19 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 

twelfth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
Jesus Comes to Jerusalem as King 
12 The next day the great crowd that had come for 
the festival heard that Jesus was on his way to 
Jerusalem. 13 They took palm branches and went 
out to meet him, shouting, 
“Hosanna!” 
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord!” 
“Blessed is the king of Israel!” 
14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it 
is written: 
15 “Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion; 
    see, your king is coming, 
    seated on a donkey’s colt.” 
16 At first his disciples did not understand all 
this. Only after Jesus was glorified did they realize 
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that these things had been written about him and 
that these things had been done to him. 
17 Now the crowd that was with him when he called 
Lazarus from the tomb and raised him from the 
dead continued to spread the word. 18 Many 
people, because they had heard that he had 
performed this sign, went out to meet him. 19 So 
the Pharisees said to one another, “See, this is 
getting us nowhere. Look how the whole world has 
gone after him!” 
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

(please be seated) 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY 

 
442 ALL GLORY, LAUD, AND HONOR 

 
ref All glory, laud, and honor 

    To You, Redeemer, King, 
To whom the lips of children 
    Made sweet hosannas ring. 
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1 You are the King of Israel 
    And David’s royal Son, 
Now in the Lord’s name coming, 
    Our King and Blessèd One. Refrain 

 
2 The company of angels 

    Is praising You on high, 
And we with all creation 
    In chorus make reply. Refrain 

 
3 The multitude of pilgrims 

    With palms before You went; 
Our praise and prayer and anthems 
    Before You we present. Refrain 

 
4 To You before Your passion 

    They sang their hymns of praise; 
To You, now high exalted, 
    Our melody we raise. Refrain 

 
5 As You received their praises, 

    Accept the prayers we bring, 
O Source of ev’ry blessing, 
    Our good and gracious King. Refrain 

 



19 
 

SERMON          
"THE UNEXPECTED" 

. . . Pastor Karl 
 

(please rise) 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the 
dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
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     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
P Lord, in your mercy 
C Hear our prayer. 
 

(please be seated) 
 
OFFERING 

(please rise) 
 
♫OFFERTORY RESPONSE♫ 
 

805 PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL 
BLESSINGS FLOW 

 
D 1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 



21 
 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
    Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach 

us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

(please be seated) 
 
CLOSING HYMN 
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837 LIFT HIGH THE CROSS 
(Stanzas ref–1, 2, 5–6) 

 
ref Lift high the cross, the love of Christ 

proclaim 
Till all the world adore His sacred name. 

 
1 Come, Christians, follow where our Captain 

trod, 
Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. 
Refrain 

 
2 Led on their way by this triumphant sign, 

The hosts of God in conqu’ring ranks combine. 
Refrain 

 
5 Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell 

Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. 
Refrain 

 
6 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain 
 
BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
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The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give 
you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
POSTLUDE 
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This Week’s Calendar 
 

TODAY, SUNDAY ~ MARCH 28, 2021 
11:30 a.m. Adult Bible Class and 

Confirmation Class 
 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY ~ THERE WILL 
BE NO BIBLE STUDY, MARCH 31, 2021 at 

10:30 a.m. 
 

THURSDAY ~ APRIL 1ST  
Maundy Thursday Service at 7 pm 

 
 FRIDAY~ APRIL 2ND  
Good Friday at 7 p.m. Service 

  
SPECIAL NEWS & NOTES 

 
SUNDAY ~ APRIL 4TH 
Easter Celebration Service at 10:30 a.m. 

No Adult Bible Class and Confirmation  
Class 
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MONDAY ~ APRIL 5, 2021 
Last get together is April 5th at Caloosa Grill 

in River Hall at 11:00 a.m. All ladies are welcome. 
Please sign up in fellowship hall if you’re 
attending. 
 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY ~ APRIL 7, 
2021 10:30 a.m. Kings that followed Samuel 

 
Flower Calendar: The 2021 Flower Chart 
is up in the narthex. The flowers decorating 
the chancel at Bethlehem are placed there 
as an act of worship and devotion to glorify  

God. They are also, an expression of the beauty  
and goodness of God. Members of the  
congregation may donate altar flowers as an  
expression of thanksgiving to God, in  
remembrance of departed loved one, on the  
occasion of a special event, such as a baptism,  
birthday, wedding anniversary, or simply to praise  
God. If you wish to donate flowers for use on the  
chancel, the cost is $40.00 for two vases, if you  
would like to just purchase 1 vase at $20.00  
that’s okay, but please put up there 1 vase and  
someone can sign up with you for the other. It is  
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also tax deductible. Please place money in an  
envelope marked flowers in the  
offering basket. 

 
The Flowers at our altar this morning were 
given to the Glory of God by Paul and Pam 

Rugenstein for their 47th wedding anniversary on 
March 30th. 

 
Birthday Greetings!!   
3/29: Marny Miles; Rita Wellman 

 
Anniversary Greetings!! 
3/30: Pam & Paul Rugenstein (47 yrs.) 

 
Stewardship & Attendance 

Monthly Giving              Weekly Attendance 
Offerings:  $8928    Worship Service – 42 
Expenses: $9080   Adult Bible Class – 8 
  
 

Air Conditioning Fund: 
Air Conditioning Fund: The air conditioning 

units for the sanctuary were installed about 15 
years ago. They have required more frequent 
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maintenance and repair in the last year. We have 
begun raising funds to replace these units. The 
estimated replacement cost is approximately 
$25,000.  We have raised $8500 so far. Please 
label your donations as “A/C Fund “. 
 
Prayer Chain: Life presents challenges to all of 
us, but sometimes those challenges can feel like 
it’s just too much. If you are experiencing 
situations, whether physical, emotional, or 
spiritual, you may give your prayer requests to 
Linda Kirsch 239-693-5026 or e-mail: 
jlkirsch3@comcast.net or call or email Linda if you 
would like to become a part of our Prayer chain. 
“Hear my prayer, O Lord; listen to my cry for 
mercy.” 
 

Bertha Bos 
Vi Hacker 
Harrison and Joyce Kimbrell 

Jan and Emy Larson 
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Rev. Karl P. Glander 
Organist: Holly Bell 

Elder: Paul Rugenstein 
Altar Guild: Karen Johnson, Betty Willis 

Ushers: Terri and Richard Gerlach 
Reader: Annette Brocious 

Acolyte: Jase Albert 
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It is time to order Easter Lilies - If 
you are interested in having an Easter 
Lily on the altar this Easter, they are $8, 

please fill out this form and place it, with payment, 
in the offering plate. We need your order by 
today, March 28th, 2021. 
 
________ Easter Lily @ $8.00 each =__________  
 
Occasion: 
_________________________________________ 
 
Donated by: 
_________________________________________  
  
Place this form with proper payment in an 
envelope and place in offering plate or send to 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 14531 Old Olga Road, 
Fort Myers, FL 33905 

 


