


The Parish of St. Laurence, Coquitlam 
March 28, 2021 

PALM SUNDAY 
Gathering of the Community  

All are warmly welcomed to our worship. 

 When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, 
near the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples 2and said to 
them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter 
it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it 
and bring it. 3If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just 
say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.’” 
4They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the 
street. As they were untying it, 5some of the bystanders said to them, 
“What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6They told them what Jesus 
had said; and they allowed them to take it. 7Then they brought the colt 
to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 8Many people 
spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that 
they had cut in the fields. 9Then those who went ahead and those who 
followed were shouting,  

“Hosanna! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
11Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he 
had looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to 
Bethany with the twelve.  

                                                                            Mark 11:1-11 

      -2-



     Freedom is Coming 

 O Freedom, (Freedom is coming.) [2x] 
 O Freedom. (Freedom is coming. O yes, I know.) 
 O Freedom, (Freedom is coming.) [2x] 
 O Freedom. (Freedom is coming. O yes, I know.) 
 O yes, I know. (O yes, I know.) [2x] 
 O yes, I know. (O yes, I know. O yes, I know.)O yes, I know.  
 (O yes, I know.) [2x] 
 O yes, I know. (O yes, I know. O yes, I know.)O Jesus,  
 (Jesus  is coming.) [2x] 
 O Jesus. (Jesus is coming. O yes, I know.)O Jesus, 
  (Jesus is coming.) [2x] 
 O Jesus. (Jesus is coming. O yes, I know.)  
 O yes, I know. (O yes, I know.) [2x] 
 O yes, I know. (O yes, I know. O yes, I know.)O yes, I know.  
 (O yes, I know.) [2x] 
 O yes, I know. (O yes, I know. O yes, I know.)   

 Text and Tune: Trad. South African © 1984, Utryck, Walton Music Corp., agent 
   Reprinted under OneLicense A-710159. 

Prayer for Palm/Passion Sunday 

 On this Sunday, O God,  
 we remember how quickly we change.  
 How fickle we are,  
 how we pledge our devotion one moment  
 and turn our backs the next.  
 We go from shouting “Hosanna! Save Us!”  
 to “Crucify Him.”  

 We declare that we love our neighbours  
 and then we turn our backs  
 on the homeless and hungry in our communities.  
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 We speak up for change and justice in one breath,  
 and then continue unjust practices in daily lives  
 by what we consume and the needs we ignore.  

 Forgive us, O God, for we are half-hearted believers.  
 Forgive us, O God, for we are partial justice warriors.  
 Forgive us, O God, for we tire easily and we forget,  
 and we grow weary.  

 Forgive us, restore us, and renew us for the journey of faith,  
 so that we might become whole people  
 who live wholly into Your vision of new life.  
 In the name of Christ,  
 who lived into the fullness of humanity,  
 and whom we follow. Amen. 
 ~ written by Rev. Mindi and posted on Rev-o-lution. http://rev-o-lution.org/ 

 Kyrie Eleison  
  1.  Kyrie eleison. 
         Kyrie eleison.  
           Kyrie eleison. 
           Kyrie eleison. 

  2.  Christe eleison.  
                             Christe eleison. 
               Christe eleison.  
                             Christe eleison. 

  3.  Lord, have mercy on us.  
               Lord, have mercy on us. 
               Lord, have mercy on us. 
               Lord, have mercy on us. 
                   Dinah Reindorf, b.c. 1927; arr.  With One Voice.  
         Tune copyright 1989 All rights reserved. 
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        Collect 
          Presider             Lord of the new covenant, 
   in Christ you draw  
   all people to yourself: 
   may we die with him 
   to the powers of hate 
   and let him show us 
   a world loved by you, 
   through Jesus Christ, the fruitful grain.  Amen. 
                        Prayers For An Inclusive Church; by Steven Shakespeare  

                        copyright 2009 All rights reserved. 

Proclamation of the Word 

 Reading    

 4The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I   
 may know how to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by  
 morning he wakens— wakens my ear to listen as those who  
 are taught. 5The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not  
 rebellious, I did not turn backward. 6I gave my back to those  
 who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the   
 beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 7The   
 Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced;   
 therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall  
 not be put to shame; 8he who vindicates me is near. Who will  
 contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my   
 adversaries? Let them confront me. 9It is the Lord God who  
 helps me; who will declare me guilty? All of them will wear  
 out like a garment; the moth will eat them up.                 
                    New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in         
            the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 
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Psalm     Don't Be Afraid 
 Refrain 
 Don’t be afraid. 
 My love is stronger,  
 my love is stronger than your fear.  
 Don’t be afraid. 
 My love is stronger, and I have promised,  
 promised to be always near.  
   9  Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble;  
       my eye is consumed with sorrow, 
        and also my throat and my belly. 
  
 10  For my life is wasted with grief, 
       and my years with sighing;  
       my strength fails me because of affliction, 
        and my bones are consumed. 

 11  I have become a reproach to all my enemies  
       and even to my neighbours, 
        a dismay to those of my acquaintance;  
        when they see me in the street they avoid me.    
  
 12  I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind;  
       I am as useless as a broken pot.    Refrain 

 13  For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; 
        fear is all around;  
        they put their heads together against me; 
        they plot to take my life. 

 14  But as for me, I have trusted in you, O Lord.  
         I have said, "You are my God. 

 15  My times are in your hand; 
       rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 
        and from those who persecute me. 

 16  Make your face to shine upon your servant,         
  and in your loving-kindness save me."    Refrain 
            Word by John L.. Bell; Copyright 1995 GIA Publications Inc. 
                 Reprinted with permission under One Licence A-710159 -6-



 Gospel 
 Reader May God be with you. 
 All  And also with you. 

 Reader The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ   
  according to Mark. 

 All  Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

            Mark 14:1-11 
 14 It was two days before the Passover and the festival of   
 Unleavened Bread. The chief priests and the scribes were   
 looking for a way to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him; 2for  
 they said, “Not during the festival, or there may be a riot   
 among the people.”  

 3While he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as  
 he sat at the table, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very 
 costly ointment of nard, and she broke open the jar and poured 
 the ointment on his head. 4But some were there who said to   
 one another in anger, “Why was the ointment wasted in this  
 way? 5For this ointment could have been sold for more than  
 three hundred denarii, and the money given to the poor.” And  
 they scolded her. 6But Jesus said, “Let her alone; why do you  
 trouble her? She has performed a good service for me. 7For   
 you always have the poor with you, and you can show   
 kindness to them whenever you wish; but you will not always  
 have me. 8She has done what she could; she has anointed my  
 body beforehand for its burial. 9Truly I tell you, wherever the  
 good news is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has   
 done will be told in remembrance of her.”  

 10Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the  
 chief priests in order to betray him to them. 11When they heard 
 it, they were greatly pleased, and promised to give him   
 money. So he began to look for an opportunity to betray him.  
           New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the  
     United States of America.Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. http://nrsvbibles.org  
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Reader The Gospel of Christ. 
All Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Homily The Reverend Eric Mason 

Prayers of the People 

  
Angus Dei    Lamb of God 
  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
  Have mercy, have mercy on us. 
  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
  Have mercy, have mercy on us. 
  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
  Grant us, O grant us your peace. 
                    Contributors: Paul M. Vasile  Used with permission. 

Confession 
           Presider  God of mercy, come 
   All  Into the hidden places of our hearts. 

           Presider   Christ of compassion, come 
          All               Into the broken places of our world. 

              Presider   Spirit of life, come 
             All               Into the polluted places of our lives. 

              Presider  Most Merciful God,   
             All              we confess that we have sinned against you in 
   thought, word and deed, by what we   
   have done, and by what we have left undone.  
   We have not loved you with our whole heart:   
   we have not loved our neighbours as   
   ourselves.     
   Forgive us, heal us, redeem us, 
   Lead us from death to eternal life.   Amen. 
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             Presider Almighty God have mercy upon us, 
   pardon and deliver us from all our sins, 
   confirm and strengthen us in all goodness, 
   and keep us in eternal life; 
   through Jesus Christ our Lord 
             All  Amen. 

             Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
             All   And also with you. 

  
     Sharing of Peace 
  

     Lord’s Prayer 
 Presider   And now as our saviour has taught us, we are bold  
      to say: 
            All     Our Father in heaven,  
      hallowed be your name,  
      your kingdom come,  
      your will be done,  
      on earth as in heaven.  
      Give us today our daily bread.  
      Forgive us our sins  
      as we forgive those who sin against us.  
      Save us from the time of trial,  
      and deliver us from evil. 
      For the kingdom, the power  
      and the glory are yours,  
      now and for ever.     Amen. 
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Closing Hymn   Our God Who Weeps 
 Chorus: 
 See our God with the tear-streaked face,  
 With words that heal  
 and arms that embrace. 
 See him now with his nail-scarred hands.  
 Your Kingdom come, Lord, The Promised Land.  

 1.When people plead in far-off lands  
 and no-one heeds their out-stretched hands.  
 Yet in the poor we shall find you.  
 Help us work in the world for you.  
 Fill us now with your love anew.  Chorus 

 2.They lock up the weak behind barbed-wire fence 
 and too few speak in their defence.  
 Yet in the prisoner we find you.  
 Help us work in the world with you.  
 Fill us now with your love anew.  Chorus  

 3.When death has taken those held dear,  
 when faith is shaken, despair draws near.  
 May those who mourn find strength in you.  
 Let us weep for the world with you.  
 Fill us now with your love anew.  Chorus  
       Contributors Scull  Words and Music: Kate Scull, arr. C. Lees   
  Reprinted under OneLicense A-710159. 
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 Blessing 

  Blessed is the one 
  who comes to us 
  by the way of love 
  poured out with abandon. 

  Blessed is the one 
  who walks toward us 
  by the way of grace 
  that holds us fast. 

  Blessed is the one 
  who calls us to follow 
  in the way of blessing, 
  in the path of joy. 
                 ~ written by Jan L. Richardson, and posted on  
            The Painted Prayerbook. http://paintedprayerbook.com/ 

 Dismissal      
 Presider Go Forth into this world, pilgrims on a Lenten  

  Journey 
 All  with Grace and Thanksgiving.    Amen.    
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The Liturgy of the Palms 

Those who had formed this procession all knew there was an 
ancient tradition that someday some one would ride into 
Jerusalem on a beast such as this and claim moral authority. 
Suddenly the tradition is coming alive in front of their eyes. 
Quite possibly they expected that Jesus was about to trigger a 
great revolution that would change their lives and their 
society. It was not to happen. 

As we read this centuries later in our own society, we can 
think of "the city" as the vast interwoven systems of our day - 
commercial, cultural, financial, political. Into this world our 
Lord comes claiming a moral authority, asking uncomfortable 
questions. What replies do we give? What is our 
contemporary response to his claim for authority.? 
(Interestingly, James Carney, ex-head of the Bank of 
England, has just this week published a new book asking 
probing moral questions about modern capitalism).  
  
The Liturgy of the Passion 

Although this passage was written centuries before Jesus' 
lifetime, it is used here as an expression of what may have 
been going on in his thoughts. Jesus would have known this 
passage of Isaiah. He would have noticed that the long ago 
person who was able to "sustain the weary with a word" did 
so at great personal cost  and had made enemies . He had had 
"to hide his face from insult and spitting." All of this would 
happen to Jesus in the next few days. Yet, just as the person 
spoken of in Isaiah's book, Jesus refuses to be turned from his 
purpose. He turns to God for strength for what lies ahead.
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The Psalm 

These lines parallel Jesus' experience. The poet talks about 
sorrow…sighing…failing strength. So it is with Jesus The 
poet feels himself to be a pariah even to his friends. When 
they see him in the street they avoid him. This may well 
have been Jesus experience as it became dangerous to be 
associated with him. As in many Psalms the last verses 
express serenity." I have trusted in you O Lord…my times 
are in your hands”. In a few days Jesus will say something 
like this in the Garden of Gethsemane.  

The Second Reading 

Here is one of the most lyrical passages Paul ever wrote. 
Once again, we are seeking to probe Jesus thoughts.  "He 
did not regard equality with God as something to be 
exploited". In our language Jesus did not regard his 
vocation as a great ego trip. Jesus "emptied himself…
humbled himself”. All of us are called to do some degree of 
self emptying. There is an expression we use for a very self 
absorbed person. We will say that he or she is “full" of 
themselves. Our Lord calls us to the very opposite - to have 
room in our lives for others. Sometimes we can discover 
that emptying the self of its longing for attention and 
possession can give our spirituality authenticity and draw 
others to it. 
   
The Holy Gospel 
Everyone in this terrible hour reacts to the prisoner. he 
himself seems to stand alone, silent. There is about him an 
awesome serenity. It is hard not to feel that somehow, 
though a prisoner, Jesus is the one in charge. Down through 
time the mystery of all this has been expressed in many 
ways. Sometimes we say that, in Jesus, God  became like 
us so that we might become like Jesus. Another image is 
that of God descending to be human so that our humanity 
might be lifted up to God.  
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Notice how everyone there reacts to Jesus in different 
ways. The High Priest Caiaphas reacts with anger; Pilate 
with curiosity; the soldiers with contempt; some of the 
crowd withy hatred, but some with sadness, the centurion 
in charge of Jesus' crucifixion reacts with admiration. 
Somebody else, of course, is present. You are. I am. What 
is our reaction to Jesus?     

Herbert O’Driscoll



Prayer: Surely Not I? 
(inspired by Mark 14:18-19) 

Surely. 
I would never betray you, never deny you. 
Surely? 

Beloved, 
give me the faith to doubt 
my righteousness. 

Give me the assurance to question, 
to examine myself honestly, 
to ask. 

Give me the confidence to wonder 
how I might betray your perfect love, 
to see. 

Give me grace to confess 
how my promises are broken, my heart 
broken. 

Give me the peace to be troubled 
by my smugness, 
and repent. 

Open my eyes to see that you see, 
you know, and knowing, you keep right on 
eating with me. 
        ~ written by Steve Garnaas-Holmes and posted on  
           Unfolding Light.https://www.unfoldinglight.net/  
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