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Pastor’s Message by Pastor Greg

COVID Caritas (Part 2) - The Early Church and Pandemics

In the infancy of the church, two devastating pandemics hit the world. The first one, called the Antonine Plague, began
in 165 AD, during the reign of Emperor Marcus Aurelius (165-180 AD). It is believed by scholars that the epidemic was
Smallpox. Whatever it was, nearly one-third of Roman citizens died. The second pandemic hit around 251 AD and was
called the Plague of Cyprian. This was probably measles. During the height of the pandemic, 5,000 citizens of Rome
were dying each day. In the midst of such pain and tragedy, how did the small band of followers of Jesus respond?

They showed mercy. They risked life and livelihoods to care for the citizens of the empire. This was not lost on those
who originally saw these “Christians” as a cult. It was the love shown to their neighbors that moved the church from an
obscure, maligned group to a massive movement in the ancient world. Estimates have it that before the Plague of
Cyprian (251 AD), there were 1.2 million Christians, or 1.9 percent in the Roman Empire. By 300 AD, believers in Jesus
totaled well over 6 million. Historians are in agreement that it was the love shown by Christ-followers that was a major
reason for the growth of Christianity. They’ll know we are Christians by our love!

Pastor’s Message (continued)

The church saw a need and filled it. They reached out to their world with love; caritas. They followed their Lord as
servants and cared for the sick. And that love was the great witness to the world and drew people to the community
of Christ followers. Back then, there was not the knowledge of how these plagues were transmitted. The people of
Jesus simply loved as they knew best.

I must once again brag on you, the followers of Jesus at LCOS. The way you have cared for each other and reached
out to the community is a powerful witness to the world. Now, it looks like we are in the final months of this
pandemic. The world will be different. The church will be different. I am excited about the possibilities before us. The
Holy Spirit will lead us into the future. And while this pandemic has caused so much damage to lives and livelihoods,
we have a message of hope for the world. It is the same message of hope that our early church sisters and brothers
shared by word and deed: caritas.

May our Lord continue to strengthen and guide us in the way of caritas in our post-pandemic world.

Seeking His Will with you!
Pastor Greg

Resurrection Now!
Through April and May we will be celebrating the season of Easter; the Resurrection of Our Lord. However, we can
celebrate the resurrection everyday! Even though the fulfillment of our resurrection is yet to come, this abundant life
is in us now. This sermon series will focus on our life in Christ today and not just when we die. He is Risen! He is
Risen, indeed! May we live in that reality today!

Pastor’s Message (continued)

We continue our Bible study series on the Parables of Jesus.
What was Jesus trying to convey in these earthly stories with heavenly
meanings? Come and see as we “consider the lilies” and other stories our Lord told.
As of this writing, all classes will be via Zoom only until further notice. Classes are
Wednesday at 7:00 pm and Thursday at 10:00 am. We will not have Bible study
during Holy Week. Email office2@oursaviourchurch.ca for contact details.

Journey with Jesus

There are still a few time slots available each day. Please call 403-615-9317 to reserve your time.

Board Report by Nick Perchthaler
Greetings to everyone and the Board continues to pray that all of you and your families are healthy. By now
some of you have probably had your first vaccine already. It looks very promising that most of us will be able to
get our first dose over the next few months. That is extremely positive.
Easter is just around the corner. I hope that many of you have decided to experience the “Journey with Jesus”
that Jocelyn Smith has created. She has put in a lot of time and effort and has done a wonderful job. There are
twelve stations and some of them are quite powerful. Everyone will experience things a little bit differently, but
it will touch you. Given that we are still in a pandemic with social restrictions, this is a great opportunity to have
an in-church experience. When was the last time that you actually physically came to the church? For many it
has been a long time.
Re-Opening is probably something that some of you are thinking about, especially with Easter only a couple of
weeks away. We have had some feedback that we should consider re-opening again soon. We have also had
some feedback that it is too early for us to consider that. The Board has requested that the Risk Management
Committee (RMC) investigate this and come back with a recommendation as to when and how we should
consider re-opening. The RMC will meet again on April 7 to discuss this. Based on current Alberta Health
Guidelines, we will continue to take a conservative approach and will not be making any changes in the next
few weeks.
Your Board has met a couple of times this month. Aside from our regular monthly meeting, we also had our first
Board retreat. It was held virtually, which is not easy, but we made the best of it. We are starting to look at “Life
post Pandemic”. We will do this in two phases. The first are near term objectives as to what we do over the next
few months and the second are longer term objectives as to what we do over the next few years. Right now, we
are focussing on the near term objectives. This will involve us gathering information on what we like about
LCOS and what we can improve upon. Our initial focus will be to engage the younger generations.
A lot of things that the pandemic has forced us to do will likely become the “New Normal”. For some, getting
back into the church for services is important, but there will be others who will prefer to watch the services
online in their pyjamas with a coffee in their hand. How we accommodate both is important to us. Please
contact any Board member if you have any suggestions that you think we should be aware of.
We also did a little bit of an exercise of what attracts us to LCOS. You might be interested to know that for the
Board members the three top answers (in no particular order) were:
- Our casual style of Services
- Sense of Community
- The Praise teams and their music

Board Report (continued)
Over the past year, a part of the monthly Board Vine report has focussed on our financial situation. In these
uncertain pandemic times, this is an area that requires constant review, but it is never an easy topic to talk
about. For this month there are positive and negative comments. On the positive, we are expecting to still be
in a surplus situation by the end of March by about $4,000. Having said that, the negative is that we are
running at a deficit of about $4,000 per month right now. The only thing that is keeping us afloat is the
Government wage subsidy. Without it, we would be in a deficit position of about $12,000 after the first
quarter. And the wage subsidy will not last much longer. A lot of time and effort has been spent on reducing
costs where ever possible. These are not easy times, but giving your financial support is an important part for
our church to be able to continue.

We continue to Live stream the services from the Sanctuary and continue to Broadcast over FM 100.5
station at our 9am and 11am services. If there are comments on the live stream or FM please contact Mike
by email at Michael.Mihaichuk@gmail.com. We also continue to provide a YouTube recording of the services
when completed on Sunday afternoon. Since we are live streaming, we will be able to conduct virtual
communion, so please be prepared with your own elements (bread and wine/juice) for that part of the
service on the first and third Sundays of the month.
The staff and volunteers at LCOS continue to support the congregation and all church activities. That has
allowed us to continue with weekly services, communicate with all congregational members and enjoy our
music in a safe manner.

Thank You Volunteers! You are a blessing to the congregation.
If you require any assistance with operational issues, please contact Pastor Greg at 403-464-8254.
The Board continues to work on behalf of the Congregation to ensure that LCOS is a safe place where we can
grow according to our Mission “We are an inviting and growing Christian presence, with a passion for living
and sharing Jesus Christ” and our Vision “To be a Christ-centered community that equips disciples to make
disciples”. If you have any questions or comments please feel free to contact Nick Perchthaler at
nperchthaler@shaw.ca or via phone at 587-437-8511.
Stay safe and a Happy Easter to all!
Nick Perchthaler
Board Chair

Virtual Sunday School

Virtual VBS was such a success, we want to offer the experience throughout the year with our
Virtual Sunday School Program.

There is so much flexibility with this program. You can do it on Sunday or whenever it fits with your
family’s schedule. And LCOS will cover the licensing cost. It will be like VBS all year!
Contact Pastor Greg if you would like to sign up your family at
pastorgreg@oursaviourchurch.ca or 403-464-8254.

Submitted by Cliff Blumhagen, Financial Secretary
If you are able to contribute to the church, the following are options for giving:
Interac e-transfer:
Donations are made to email address: donate@oursaviourchurch.ca. This is set up to transfer automatically without a
password.
PAR Program Giving:
The Pre-Authorized Remittance program (PAR) gives the option to give monthly directly from a bank or credit union
account. If you sign up by April 01, your monthly donation would begin April 20. Please contact the Financial Secretary
Cliff Blumhagen (403-936-0419 or blumhagencg@gmail.com) to get a PAR sign up form.
Cheque:
You can mail or drop off a cheque to the church. However, bank trips are limited at this time and it may take several
weeks until cheques are deposited at the bank.
Online Giving (via credit or debit card **):
Donations are made via the following secure link: https://onrealm.org/LutheranChurchofOurSaviour/give/now.
**NOTE: to give via debit card, the card must have a CVV code (on the back of the card). This is like the code on the back
of a credit card. **
Text Giving (via credit or debit card**):
Donations are made by texting LCOSGive to 73256 followed by the donation amount.
**NOTE: to give via debit card, the card must have a CVV code (on the back of the card). This is like the code on the back
of a credit card. **
Tax Receipts:
Tax receipts are issued in January each year for donations made in the previous calendar year.
The 2020 tax receipts were distributed via email to givers with an email address on file.
** NOTE: if you have an email address and did not receive an email with your statement, check your Junk or Spam folder
in the event it was directed there. **
For givers who do not have an email address and are getting The Vine delivered to their residence, their tax receipt was
delivered along with The Vine.
If you did not receive your tax receipt or are unable to open it or print it, please contact Cliff.
If you received a set of 2021 offering envelopes and your envelope number for 2020 was between 126 and 200, you
were assigned a new set number for 2021. Your ‘Giving Number’ has also changed to be the same as the new ‘Envelope
Number’.
If you expected to receive a set of 2021 offering envelopes and did not, please contact Cliff.
You can contact Cliff at blumhagencg@gmail.com or 403-936-0419.

Submitted by Cliff Blumhagen (continued)

Thank You
A huge thank you to Wilma Claussen and Daisy Eng
for making this year’s palm crosses at home, allowing
those without email access to receive a palm cross
delivered to their home with a copy of the April Vine.

Brenda Strafford Centre, Acadia Food Pantry & Calgary Mustard Seed Donations

. to the Brenda Strafford Centre!
A huge thank you to all who donated
We will continue to accept donations throughout the year.

Canadian Blood Services

Easter Flowers and Calgary Food Bank Donations

Helmut Sonnenberg
Ruth Peterson & Family
In Memory of Andrew Peterson
Kay Family
In Memory of Inga Koustrup, Peter Koustrup, Grace Walker, Peggy Kay

Karen & Knute Smith
In Memory of Ed Thompson & Jo Smith
Margaret Heimbigner
In Memory of Perry Huber

Come to Me by Pat Kaack
This is a beautiful prayer by Roy Lessin. It was a greeting card. It touched me so very tenderly, that I bought a
frame for it, and it has hung on the wall in our washroom for many years. If you are hurting, in need of
assurance, or when you feel you just can’t move forward in your journey through life, in need of a hug, or
comfort, or perhaps in doubt about your relationship with Jesus .........

Read this prayer over and over. Keep it near
you . It is Jesus talking to you. See that he

carries your brokenness upon his shoulder.
You are not alone. We are so blessed to have
a relationship with Jesus. His JOY is always
there for us.
Walk forward today with confidence, with
Faith, Hope and Love. Smile. Jesus loves you
and remember that all your Faith Family are
there for you.
We walk together.
How very blessed we are.
Patricia Kaack
Your friend in Jesus

Bishop’s Message by Bishop Larry Kochendorfer

Bishop’s Message (continued)
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Sun

4

Easter Sunday
Communion

Mon

5

Tue

6

Drive-In Worship Services
100.5 FM
9:00 & 11:00 am

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1 Maundy Thursday

2 Good Friday

7:00 pm Service

7:00 pm Service

1:30-3:30 Journey
with Jesus

9:30–12:00 Journey
with Jesus

7

8

9

10

7:00 pm Parables
of Jesus Bible Study

10:00 am Parables
of Jesus Bible Study

16

17

23

24

3

Praise Team Practice
and Worship Taping

Live Stream Services
9:00 & 11:00 am

YouTube Service
1:00 Zoom Fellowship
11

12

Drive-In Worship Services
100.5 FM
9:00 & 11:00 am

13

174

15

7:00 pm
Board Meeting

7:00 pm Parables
of Jesus Bible Study

10:00 am Parables
of Jesus Bible Study

Praise Team Practice
and Worship Taping

Live Stream Services
9:00 & 11:00 am

YouTube Service
1:00 Zoom Fellowship

18 Communion

19

Drive-In Worship Services
100.5 FM
9:00 & 11:00 am

April Vine

20

Submission
Deadline

21

22

7:00 pm Parables
of Jesus Bible Study

10:00 am Parables
of Jesus Bible Study

Praise Team Practice
and Worship Taping

Live Stream Services
9:00 & 11:00 am

YouTube Service
1:00 Zoom Fellowship
25
Drive-In Worship Services
100.5 FM
9:00 & 11:00 am

Live Stream Services
9:00 & 11:00 am

YouTube Service
1:00 Zoom Fellowship

26

27

28

29

7:00 pm Parables
of Jesus Bible Study

10:00 am Parables
of Jesus Bible Study

30

