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“And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon His Head, and a 

reed in His right hand; and they bowed the knee before Him, and mocked Him, 

saying ‘Hail, King of the Jews.’” (St. Matt 27. 29) 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

About 30 years ago, Camp Brookwood – the smaller of our two Diocesan summer 

camps – received an amazing gift: a crown. The story goes like this: the Parish of 

Andover was not using St. Andrew’s Church in the village of Aroostook, and 

decided to give it to Camp Brookwood. St. Andrew’s is a tiny, little Church that 

had a high ceiling, some beautiful stained glass windows; and, it had been loved. 

It was well cared for. It also had a unique Altar, which, apparently had been 

constructed from a large, wooden packing crate. A full set of hangings had been 

sewn for this Altar, and someone had donated a crown – a crown of thorns. When 

I first saw it, it was hanging above the Altar, on the left side. It was obviously very 

old; and the thorns were no less than an inch long.  

I have often thought about that crown of thorns. It was not fancy, but it said 

everything that had to be said about God’s love and Jesus’ sufferings for us. In a 

very simple way that crown impacted every celebration of the Holy Mysteries of 

Christ’s Body and Blood that held on that packing crate – Altar.  

In this morning’s reading of our Lord’s Passion from St. Matthew, we hear how 

Pontius Pilate asked Jesus, “Art thou the King of the Jews?” This was a loaded 

question, and one that the Jewish religious leaders had urged to be asked. Here’s 

the point: as a people who were under the Roman government, the Jews were 

not allowed to have their own king. The Jews wanted a king; and, as Matthew 

Henry explained in his commentary, “they thought that whoever was the Christ, 

must be the king of the Jews, and must deliver them from the Roman power, and 

restore to them a temporal dominion, and enable them to trample upon all their 

neighbours”. 

But, as we heard early this morning, Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey 

instead of a gallant horse – a sign that He was about peace, not war. A sign of 

what He said later, “My kingdom is not of this world”. So because the Jewish 

religious leaders wanted political freedom instead of deliverance from their 



spiritual bondage, they did not accept the Lord’s authority. And, as religious 

leaders themselves, they saw Jesus as a threat to their own power. So, as today’s 

Gospel says, they delivered Him to Pontius Pilate “for envy” – that is, because 

they were jealous.  

Then, as He stood on trial, Pilate asked Him, “Art thou the King of the Jews”? And, 

after the blood-thirsty crowd had made their voice heard, insisting on Jesus’ 

crucifixion, the Roman soldiers took it upon themselves to further humiliate the 

Son of God and they conducted a mock coronation. They stripped the Lord of His 

clothes, and put on Him a scarlet robe. Then, they ‘platted’ or ‘braided’ a crown of 

thorns and crowned Him. Then in place of a royal sceptre, the soldiers gave Jesus 

a reed to hold in His right hand; and they pretended to make obeisance to Him as 

they would a Monarch, bowing their knees before Him and saying ‘Hail! Hail, King 

of the Jews!’ 

But then, as quickly as they had pretended all of that, their mood changed and 

they became violent. They spit on the Lord; they grabbed the reed from His hand 

and hit Him with it. They pulled the scarlet robe off Him and put His own clothes 

back on Him, and led Him away to be crucified. 

Thinking back to little St. Andrew’s, the crown of thorns brings a reminder and a 

certain reality as to what really happened in Pilate’s Hall. But that crown of thorns 

also poses a question for every Christian  to grapple with: will I accept Jesus as my 

Lord and King – the King of my heart, my soul, my whole life? He will not 

guarantee me physical health and strength or long life. He will not deliver a world 

of wealth to me. He will not even guarantee me meaningful or continuous 

employment. His kingship is not about worldly power, pleasure, comfort or 

control. That’s why the Jewish religious leaders became disenchanted with Him 

and rejected Him. His kingdom is not of this world. Instead it is of the heart. 

And, within that spiritual realm there are miles and miles and miles of invisible 

roads that run through the shadowy valleys of our fears, and over the high windy 

hills of our search for love; through the dark wooded areas of temptation, and 

through the narrow streets we construct within our minds in our desire for 

control. It is a vast, eternal realm that Jesus offers to reign over for us. It is a wild 

place where earthly passions compete against each other. Without Christ, it is a 

chaotic place filled with regions of darkness, jealousy and every form of 



selfishness. Amazingly, the Lord Jesus offers to come into this chaos – into my 

chaos and into yours. He offers to come as our King and Saviour, and establish 

order and peace. He wants to help us subdue the darkside, and open our minds 

and hearts to the Light of God’s Truth and Grace. 

This is where today’s Epistle comes in. St. Paul told the Christians in Philippi, “Let 

this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus.” In other words, allow your 

thought process to be transformed. That is a huge deal. To open my mind and 

surrender my will to Christ is radical, but without Him as King, there can be no 

purpose or peace.  

May I suggest that we finish today with a brief meditation on the mind of Christ. I 

invite you to close your eyes and allow the Lord Jesus to come and visit with you. 

For the next minute, we simply ask Him to show us what is on His mind. Lord 

Jesus, we pause now to seek your mind. We would like to know your Way and 

what it meant that you ‘emptied’ yourself. Please help us now we pray.  Why did 

you come down from heaven to be born of the Blessed Virgin Mary? …….Why 

were shepherds your first visitors?...... Why were you baptized?...... Why did you 

fast all alone in the wilderness for forty days and nights? …..Why in your public 

ministry were so concerned for the sick and the poor? …….Why did you wash your 

disciples’ feet? ……..Why did you allow yourself to be falsely accused and 

arrested? Why did you let the soldiers mock you and put the crown of thorns on 

your head?.....Why did you let them nail you to the Cross?  

“Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:  Who, being in the form of 

God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God, but made himself of no 

reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the 

likeness of men; and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and 

became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.” 

Let His mind be in you. 

And now unto God Almighty: the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost…       

 

 

 



 

 


