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Palm Sunday Service of the Word 
We live, work and play on the traditional territories of the Coast Salish People – 
our church is on the traditional territory of the Scia’new Nation. We invite you to 
acknowledge the ancestral traditional lands from where you join us. Whoever you 
are and wherever you are on your journey of faith, welcome.....  

Let us hold this moment open to the Spirit as we gather our hearts and minds 
from our homes and join as one as we prepare for worship.....  

GATHERING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,      
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
And also with you.  

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,     
and from you no secrets are hidden.        
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,   
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name;  
through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

Hymn CP 182  Ride on, Ride on in Majesty   Allison on harp 

Kid’s Time         The Kids & David  
  After Kids’ Time, the kids go to their breakout room.  

Collect of the Day          Wally 

Almighty and everliving God, 
in tender love for all our human race you sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 
to take our flesh and suffer death upon a cruel cross. 
May we follow the example of his great humility,  
and share in the glory of his resurrection; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. 
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WORD  

The reading that you are about to hear is one of four passages in Isaiah 
collectively called “Suffering Servant Songs”.  Written many centuries before 
Jesus walked the towns and byways of Israel the identity of the servant in these 
texts, the one who suffers pain and humiliation is unknown.  It is suggested that 
rather than one specific individual the writer may have had the people of Israel 
in mind, a people who over the centuries had had their own experience of 
suffering.   Following his suffering and death the early church recognized that 
the image of the suffering servant was one that perfectly described Jesus Christ, 
their Lord.  We listen to a reading from Isaiah, chapter 50, verses 4-9 
The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to 
sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear 
to listen as those who are taught. The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not 
rebellious, I did not turn backward. I gave my back to those who struck me, and 
my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult 
and spitting. The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up 
together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the Lord God who 
helps me; who will declare me guilty? 
 Word of God, Word of Life.  

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29          Rachel 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his mercy endures for ever. 
Let Israel now proclaim, “His mercy endures for ever.” 

Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them;     
I will offer thanks to the Lord. 

“This is the gate of the Lord; he who is righteous may enter.” 

I will give thanks to you, for you answered me and have become my salvation. 
The same stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 
This is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes. 
On this day the Lord has acted; we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
Hosannah, Lord, hosannah! Lord, send us now success. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord;       
we bless you from the house of the Lord. 
God is the Lord; he has shined upon us;        
form a procession with branches up to the horns of the altar. 
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“You are my God, and I will thank you; you are my God, and I will exalt you.” 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his mercy endures for ever. 

The words of Paul in this reading from his letter to the Christ-community in 
Philippi echo the sentiments expressed in our first reading from Isaiah.  It is 
thought that what Paul writes may well have been an existing hymn that the 
community, perhaps along with other Christ-communities, recited as they 
reflected on the life and death of Jesus.  For us, living almost 2,000 years later it 
sums up our own thoughts as Christians, particularly as we move into the 
events of Holy Week.  A reading from Philippians, chapter 2, verses 5-11.     
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but 
emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And 
being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the 
point of death even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and 
gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 Word of God, Word of Life.  

Gospel          Wally 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you.  
The good news of Jesus Christ according to John 12:12-16 
Thanks be to God  

The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival heard that Jesus was 
coming to Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet 
him, shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord
—the King of Israel!” Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it; as it is written: 
“Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion. Look, your king is coming, sitting on a 
donkey’s colt!”  

His disciples did not understand these things at first; but when Jesus was 
glorified, then they remembered that these things had been written of him and 
had been done to him. 
 The Gospel of Christ 
 Thanks be to God  
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SERMON         Pastor John  

Hymn CP 183 Into Jerusalem Jesus Rode   Rachel voice 

Confession and Absolution  

Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy.     
God welcomes sinners and invites them to God’s table.       
Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.  Most merciful God +  

We confess that we have sinned against you      
in thought, word and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.     
We have not loved you with our whole heart;       
We have not loved our neighbour as ourselves.       
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.        
Have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will,   
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name.   Amen.  

Almighty God have mercy upon us,       
pardon and deliver us from all our sins,      
confirm and strengthen us in all goodness,       
and keep us in eternal life:        
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Confession of Faith  

Hear, O Israel, The Lord our God, the Lord is one.       
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind. 
This is the first and the greatest commandment.        
The second is like it: Love your neighbour as yourself.        
There is no commandment greater than these.  

Prayers of the People       Ruth 
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Lord’s Prayer          Wally    

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us using a 
version from the New Zealand Prayer Book: 

Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,    
Source of all that is and that shall be,       
Father and Mother of us all, Loving God, in whom is heaven:   
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world!   
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!     
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and 
come on earth.             
With the bread we need for today, feed us.       
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.     
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.     
From trials too great to endure, spare us.       
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.       
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and for ever. 
Amen.  

SENDING  

Announcements 
• Palms, cedar and ferns on the St. Mary’s sign lattice  
• Wardens 
• other members of the congregation  
• clergy  

Kids return from their breakout room during Announcements. 

Hymn CP 181 All Glory Laude and Honor   Shirley on piano 

Benediction          Wally  

The Lord bless us and keep us,          
the Lords face shine on us with grace and with mercy      
and the Lord look upon us with favour + and give us peace.  Amen.  

Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.      
Thanks be to God.


