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Day Two 

The Greatest Commandment 

One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he answered them 

well, he asked him, "Which commandment is the first of all? 

Hear, O Israel:                      

The LORD is our God, 

the LORD alone.           

You shall love the 

LORD your God with 

all your heart, and with 

all your soul, and with 

all your might. Keep  

these words that I am 

commanding you today 

in your heart. 

Deuteronomy 6:4-6 

You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your 

kin; you shall reprove your neighbor,                                 

or you will incur guilt yourself.                                                      

You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge 

against any of your people,                                              

but you shall love your neighbor as yourself:                 

I am the LORD. 

Leviticus 19:17-18 
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Jesus answered, "The first is, 'Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is 

one;  you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 

your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.'  

The second is this, 'You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.'  There is no other  

commandment greater than these. 

Then God spoke all these words: 

I am the LORD your God,                   

who brought you out of the land 

of Egypt, out of the house of                       

slavery; you shall have no other 

gods before me. 

Exodus 20:1-3 

Then the scribe said to him, "You are right, Teacher; you have truly said that 'he is one, and besides him 

there is no other'; and 'to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the 

strength,' and 'to love one's neighbor as oneself,' — this is much more important than all whole burnt 

offerings and sacrifices." When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, "You are not far from 

the kingdom of God." After that no one dared to ask him any question. 
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Now while Jesus was at Bethany            

in the house of Simon the leper,                 

a woman came to him with an                    

alabaster jar of very costly ointment, 

and she poured it on his head as he 

sat at the table 

The Anointing of Jesus 

But Jesus, aware of this, said to them,                                                             

“Why do you trouble the woman?  She has performed a good service for me. 

For you always have the poor with you, but you will not always have me.                               

By pouring this ointment on my body                                                                                

she has prepared me for burial.                                                                                     

Truly I tell you, wherever this good news is proclaimed in the whole world, 

what she has done will be told in remembrance  of her." 

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 

because the LORD has anointed me; 

he has sent me to bring                                      

good news to the oppressed, 

to bind up the brokenhearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

and release to the prisoners; 

to proclaim the year                                           

of the LORD's favor, 

and the day of vengeance of our God; 

to comfort all who mourn; 

to provide for those who mourn in Zion — 

to give them a garland instead of ashes,  

the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

the mantle of praise                                             

instead of a faint spirit. 

Isaiah 61:1-3 

Whoever gives to the poor will lack nothing,                  

but one who turns a blind eye                               

will get many a curse. 

Proverbs 28:27 

But when the disciples saw it, they were angry and said, "Why this waste?                                                               

For this ointment could have been sold for a large sum, and the money given to the poor."  
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A Time for Reflection 

How do these passages shape your understanding of God? 

 

At home activity: 

 Jesus says that loving God and loving our neighbor are the two greatest commandments.   

 Do you know the 10 Commandments (Exodus 20 has the whole list)? Read them together 

 with a friend or your family and talk about how each one relates to loving God and/or our 

 neighbors. 

 

 Giving alms, which is another way to say giving money to the poor, is one of the disciplines of 

Lent, and is an important thing for Christians to do. But in this story Jesus does not rebuke the 

woman who spends a large amount of money on a special gift (anointing oil) for him instead 

of giving it to the poor. What is something special you could do for someone this week as a 

way to honor Jesus and let the person know you care? 

Music for Day 2 
 

A New Commandment 

 

 A new commandment I give unto you, that you love one another as I have loved you, 

 that you love one another as I have loved you. 

 By this shall people know you are my disciples, if you have love one for another; 

 by this shall people know you are my disciples: if you have love one for another. 

 

Text: John 13:34-35 


