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St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
“People of Christ Making a Difference” 

119 N Church Street 
Lexington, SC 

 
Good Friday Tenebrae Worship 

April 2, 2021 
 

WELCOME TO OUR VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE! 
 

During this time of social distancing here are a few things to remember: 
 

We are back to regular office hours Monday through Friday.  Please don’t hesitate to let us know 
how we can help!  The pastors are available by calling the church (359-6562), calling the Crisis 
Care Line after hours (808-6471), or emailing them (pat@sslc.org and/or 
jasonantley@earthlink.net) 
 

If you visit our website (www.sslc.org) you will see additions to the main page.  On your phone, 
please make sure you are on the full website (just scroll down and click the icon that says full 
website).  At the top you will see SIX RED BOXES.  Here are the details: 
 

Box 1) “Weekly Bulletins” – which will correspond to the services on YouTube. 
 

Box 2) “Virtual Communion” – explanation and instructions for communing at home during virtual 
worship. 
 

Box 3) “Click Here For Our YouTube” – where you can click to participate in our virtual worship 
services, or you can copy and paste tinyurl.com/SSLCWorship into your browser to take you there 
directly.  Services will be livestreamed at 12:30 PM on Wednesdays and 8:30 AM on Sundays. 
 

Box 4) “Latest Church Update” – where we will post the latest COVID-19 church update. 
 

Box 5) “Online Giving” – Don’t forget to support our ministry during this time apart by either 
mailing your donations to the church (119 N Church Street, Lexington, SC 29072), giving online, or 
giving through the Givelify app.  This may also be a time to consider direct deposit giving.  For 
more details please call the church office to contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya 
Reynolds. 
 

Box 6) “Green Sheet Announcements” – this is the green bulletin insert you would normally get 

on Sunday.  
 

If you need any sort of assistance (ie needing food, getting groceries or prescriptions, going to 
medical appointments, anything at all), please call the church office or one of the pastors.  We 
have folks who are willing to help in any way they can!  Please take time to call folks who may not 
have a strong network and may be in need.  Neighbors helping neighbors is one way we can be 
“People of Christ Making a Difference!” 
 

We will continue sending out emails but you can also check out our website and our Facebook 
page for updates.  God bless you!  We love you!  Stay safe out there! 

mailto:pat@sslc.org
mailto:jasonantley@earthlink.net
http://www.sslc.org/
file:///C:/Users/nanna/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/KMX4GOQT/tinyurl.com/SSLCWorship
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ABOUT THE SERVICE 
Seen as part of the larger celebration of the mystery of salvation, it is appropriate for Good Friday 
to be an austere time of reflection and intercession, as well as of the adoration of Christ, our 
sacrificial lamb. However, the note of austerity does not preclude the note of triumph. The 
congregation gathers to celebrate our Lord's sacrifice on the cross. 
 
The logic of the continuing celebration which began on Maundy Thursday suggests that it is not 
appropriate to celebrate Holy Communion; its note of triumph is better reserved for Easter. 
 
Our blessed Lord hung on the gory arms of the cross for us on that Holy Friday we call Good. 
 
As our service progresses, our Nave becomes increasingly dark. This calls to our hearts and minds 
the increasing darkness around our Lord's cross. The word tenebrae means shadows. At the 
conclusion of our worship the congregation will be seated in a dark nave during which time the 
Bible will be closed on the altar. This is referred to as the Strepitus, Latin for great noise. This is to 
symbolize that upon the death of our precious Savior the veil in the Temple was torn in two and the 
earth shook with earthquakes. 

 
PRELUDE     
 
INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
GOOD FRIDAY DIALOGUE 
Let us praise God for the gift of his Son who became the light of the world. 
We would thank him that Christ came as a light into a world darkened with sin. 
 
Let us never forget those shadows of evil which followed him to the cross.   
We would remember that the power of Christ is greater than the power of evil and will 
eventually overcome it.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Lord Jesus, you carried our sins in your own body on the tree so that we might have life.  May we 
and all who remember this day find new life in you now and in the world to come, where you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SERMON         “Faithfulness and Fears” 

 
OFFERING 

It is during times like these that we notice an even greater purpose for our ministry and life together 
in Christ as we love and support each other and the world around us.  Don’t forget to support our 
ministry during this time apart by mailing your offering to the church, giving online (www.sslc.org) 
or through the Givelify app.  This may also be a time to consider direct deposit giving.  For more 
details please call the church office at (803) 359-6562 to contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. 
Tonya Reynolds. 
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ANTHEM     "Wood and Nails"       Keith Watts, Isaac Wardell, and Madison Cunningham 
CCLI Song #7097870; CCLI License #2440064 

  

O humble carpenter, down on your hands and knees, look on your handiwork and build a house so 
you may dwell in me, so you may dwell in me. 

  

Refrain: The work was done with nothing but wood and nails in Your scarborne hands.  
Oh show me how to work and praise, trusting that I am Your instrument. 

  

O loving laborer with the sweat upon your face, oh build a table that I, too, may join you in the 
Father's place, oh, in the Father's place! Refrain 

  

The kingdom's come and built upon wood and nails gripped with joyfulness. So, send me out within 
Your ways, knowing that the task is finished. The dead will rise and give You praise; wood and 

nails will not hold them down! These wooden tombs, we'll break them soon and fashion them into 
flower beds. The curse is done, the battle won, swords bent down into plowshares, Your scarborne 

hands, we'll join with them, serving at the table You've prepared.  
O humble carpenter. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray together.  
Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with 
bread from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to life 
with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

POEM      "The Crucifixion”          (Anonymous) 
 

THE TENEBRAE 
 

The First Word               Luke 23:33-38 
 

(The First Candle is Extinguished) 
 

Solo        "Go to Dark Gethsemane"      LBW 109 
 

Go to dark Gethsemane, All who feel the tempter's pow'r 
Your Redeemer's conflict see, Watch with him one bitter hour; 
Turn not from his griefs away; Learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 

 

The Second Word               Luke 23:39-43 
 

(The Second Candle is Extinguished) 
 

Solo              "Glory Be to Jesus"         LBW 95 
 

Glory be to Jesus, Who in bitter pains, 
Poured for me the life blood From his sacred veins. 

 

The Third Word               John 19:23-27 
 

(The Third Candle is Extinguished) 
 

Solo       "Beneath the Cross of Jesus"      LBW 107 
 

Upon the cross of Jesus, mine eyes at times can see 
The very dying form of one who suffered there for me; 

And from my stricken heart with tears two wonders I confess 
The wonders of redeeming love and my unworthiness. 
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The Fourth Word                   Matthew 27:45-46 
 

(The Fourth Candle is Extinguished) 
 
Solo              "Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed"        LBW 98 

 
Alas! And did my Savior Bleed, And did my sov'reign die? 
Would he devote that sacred head For sinners such as I? 

 
The Fifth Word               John 19:28-29 

 
(The Fifth Candle is Extinguished) 

 
Solo        "Jesus, in Thy Dying Woes"      LBW 113 

 
Jesus, in thy thirst and pain, While thy wounds thy lifeblood drain 

Thirsting more our love to gain Hear us, Holy Jesus. 
 

The Sixth Word                    John 19:30 
 

(The Sixth Candle is extinguished) 
 
Anthem     “Were You There”           Bailey Slice Parker 

 
The Seventh Word               Luke 23:44-46 
 
SILENT MEDITATION 
 
SOLEMN REPROACHES                Pastor Jason 
 
THE EXIT OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 
 
THE STREPITUS 
 
THE SILENT PRAYER 
 

 
The Church Staff                       Crisis Care Line: 808-6471              Website: www.sslc.org 
The Rev. Dr. Patrick W. Riddle    The Rev. Jason T. Antley 
Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life  Mrs. Bailey Slice Parker, Music Director 
Mr. Tyler Meade, Organist     Mrs. Beth Haggard, Preschool Director 
Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator  Mr. Eric Abramson, Sexton 
Mr. Stephen Abbott, Seminarian     Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus 

The Rev. Dr. Dennis Bolton, Pastor for Welcome and Visitation 
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