
Small Group Study Guide 
The Jesus Policy on Stuff 
Series:  God’s Stump Speech 
Matthew 6:19-24 
From Sunday March 28, 2021 
 
Take a moment to pray for the Lord to still your 
mind, as well as direct your thoughts, conversation 
and response to the study. 
 

Appetizer: 
 
Question:  What is your view on stuff?  What is the 
line on what is enough for any one of us?  What is 
the relationship between our stuff and the 
environment?  Should Christians have a “Jesus 
response” to the way we use stuff? 
 

Main Course: 
 
Have someone read Matthew 6:19-24 
 
What are some words that stand out to people? 
Is there anything that you noticed about the passage 
that you haven’t noticed before? 
 
Jesus starts the passage by saying that our stuff is 
temporary.  It rots, is destructible, and could be 
stolen. 
 
Question:  Have you ever had something of value 
stolen from you?  What was your response?  How 
did you feel? 
 
Question:  Can you think of an example when 
someone’s obsession with stuff got in the way of 
how they lived their life or viewed others?  Why do 
you think stuff does this to people? 
 
Jesus encourages us to focus our passions on stuff 
that lasts, that has value in God’s eyes. 
 
Discussion:  What are some things that have value in 
God’s eyes?  Can these things be practiced when one 
finds themselves in poverty?  Is there a tension 
between storing up treasures in heaven and storing 
up treasures on earth?  What is it? 
 
Jesus mentions that it is important which treasure 
we focus on because what we focus on consumes 
our passions and desires. 

 
Question:  What things do you do that captures your 
passions and desires?  Are these bad things?  When 
do hobbies, earnings, pastimes become a problem in 
God’s country? 
 
Jesus uses a strange metaphor about having health 
eyes that bring lights to objects.  Its basically saying 
that our inward life affects how we see the world:  
healthy eyes (a healthy life) sees the world full of 
opportunity for generosity and wonder.  Unhealthy 
eyes (an unhealthy spiritual condition), see the world 
full of threatening shadows. 
 
How does storing up treasures in heaven help us 
have a more “care-free and light” approach to our 
stuff? 
 

Dessert: 
 
Jesus ends the passage by saying we can’t serve two 
masters, and the two masters he is talking about is 
money (possessions that we treasure) and God.  The 
difficulty with the statement is that we live in a 
society where it’s easy to see which master is being 
served.   
 
In order to keep our attentions and passions in the 
right place, there were two suggestions mentioned 
in the sermon that Christians can embrace:  Practice 
Simplicity and Give Often. 
 
Discussion:  Ideas of practicing simplicity included 
having simple meals, spending time with friends, 
living within your means.  How else in a nation of 
wealth can we practice simplicity that represents 
Jesus well? 
 
Question:  How does simplicity teach us patience, 
compassion and contentment?  How does it help us 
resist greed?  
 
Question:  Pastor Jeff suggested that tithing is a 
good “starting point” for maturing in faith, practicing 
generosity and releasing the hold that storing up 
treasures on earth has on us.  What do you think of 
his suggestion?  If Tithing is a starting point, what 
would a middle point or end point look like? 
 
Closing in prayer:  Read this statement by Maxine 
Hancock to the group: 
 



It is only when I can truly say that my life goals are 
bound up in knowing and growing in God that I can 
dissociate myself from lesser, material goals and 
direct my energies in prayer and in life toward 
bringing pleasure to the heart of the One who “loved 
me and gave himself for me.” 
 
Challenge each other:  What is one thing you can do 
to “dissociate yourself” from lesser, material goals 
this week?  What is one thing you can do to direct 
your energies towards pray and a life that brings 
pleasure to God this week? 
 
Pray for the group to wrestle well with these 
weekly commitments in the days ahead. 
 
 
 


