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WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  It is our prayer that this will be a time of worship and renewal for you, when you 
will encounter the living God revealed in Jesus Christ. 
 
INTRODUCTION  

This evening our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with Christians around the world to 
celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Tonight we remember Christ’s last meal with his 
disciples, but the central focus is the commandment that we live out the promise embodied in this meal. As 
Jesus washed his disciples’ feet, so we are called to give and receive love in humble service to one another. 
Formed into a new body in Christ through this holy meal, we are transformed by the mercy we have received 
and carry it into the world. Departing worship in solemn silence, we anticipate the coming days. 
 
GATHERING LITANY  

We are gathered as we live:  in the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Loving God, we gather as your people 
In a chaotic world full of fearful realities and challenging possibilities. 

We come longing to be ready, to be among your truest disciples 
We come with all our strengths as well as our weaknesses 

And your invitation is clear 
That it is not our commitment or devotion but only your love that gathers us here. 

Though we too betray 
You meet us here and love us still 

Though we too deny 
You wash our feet and offer your serving heart 

Though we too abandon 
You feed us at your table with your life divine 

Though we too struggle to find our way 
You gather us together in reconciliation and peace 

Though we fall asleep when you need us most 
By your Spirit of Love, You awaken us again and again 

Loving God, you have gathered us here. 
Accompany us, stay with us, be with us this night we pray.  Amen. 
 
 
 

 

Maundy Thursday 

April 1, 2021 
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“Stay With Me”  ELW #348 

 
 

 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS    

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, +one God, creator of the stars of night, companion at the evening table, breath 
over the deep waters.  Amen.  
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
To you, O God, 
All hearts are open, to you all desires known.  We come to you, confessing our sins.  Forgive us in your 
mercy, remember us in you love.  Show us your ways; teach us your paths; and lead us in justice and 
truth, for the sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 
 
As tender as parent to child, so deep is God’s compassion for you.  As high as heaven is above earth, so vast is 
God’s love for you.  As far as east is from west, so far God removes your sin from you, renewing your life 
through +Jesus Christ.  Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love. 
Blessed be God forever.  Amen. 
 
GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY   

Let us pray…Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new commandment, to 
love one another as he loves us.   
Write this commandment in our hearts we pray.  So fill us with your Holy Spirit that we would serve others as 
Jesus, in his life and his death, became the servant of all. Through Christ our Lord who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
FIRST READING   Exodus 12:1-14   
 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt:  This month shall mark for you the beginning 
of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you.  Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the 
tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household.  If a household is too 
small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbour in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in 
proportion to the number of people who eat of it.   

Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the 
goats.  You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled congregation of 
Israel shall slaughter it at twilight.  They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the 
lintel of the houses in which they eat it.  They shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and 
bitter herbs.  Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over fire, with its head, legs, and inner 
organs.  You shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall 
burn.   

This is how you shall eat it:  your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; 
and you shall eat it hurriedly.  It is the Passover of the Lord.  For I will pass through the land of Egypt that 
night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the 
gods of Egypt I will execute judgments:  I am the Lord.  The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where 
you live:  when I see blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of 
Egypt. 
 
“Where Charity and Love Prevail”  (vs. 1)   ELW #359    
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This Night Shall Mark for You…   
This month, this night shall mark for you the beginning.  We could not comprehend the depth of 

meaning held within these words as hurriedly now we gulp down the last bits of the roast lamb.  The fire 
already doused, we sit huddled in the darkness, our homes marked with broad strokes of the lamb’s blood—
staff in our hands, cloaks on our backs, sandals on our feet, ready to flee at a moment’s notice.  A night of fear 
and foreboding, would we run, slaves no longer, freed from captivity by God’s words of promise?  Or would 
we run in fear of our lives, in fear of the consequences of this night, in fear of the bitter rage and vengeance of 
an Egyptian prince, who would no longer tolerate us—this race, this nation, and our God? 

The cries rise long into the night.  The bitter grief, the anguish of an entire nation, as home after 
Egyptian home, mothers and fathers, fall to their knees to weep for the ones they have lost—to hold their 
firstborn, their children, their future.  We, too, mothers and fathers hold near our own, thankful that ours yet 
live.  That God has been gracious.  Yet even as we do, some of us weep, for the pain of our enemies, the 
horror and nightmare of children lost.   

The victory is bitter-sweet.  It comes at a high cost, by a strange and objectionable act.  This night we 
are free—violently driven out.  This night a people held in captivity flee in darkness.  With staff and cloak and 
sandals, a people no longer slaves, yet homeless.  A people free, but on the run.  A people at the precipice of 
something new—something we do not yet understand—for we have been called out to live in God’s promise 
and love, a love that goes to the extreme, that will stop at nothing, a love that is fearful, costly.   One night.  
Endings.  Beginnings.  A turning point.  A marker in time.  This night shall mark for you the beginning…. 
 
“Where Charity and Love Prevail”  (vs. 2)   ELW #359  

With grateful joy and holy fear, 
 God's charity we learn; 
 let us with heart and mind and soul 
 now love God in return. 

 
In the Upper Room:   

This month, this night shall mark for you the beginning.  It is the familiar story we hear as we have 
gathered in this upper room with Jesus to share the Passover feast.  We have the benefit of knowing both the 
story’s beginning and end, of God’s grace for a nation and people marked; saved by broad strokes of the 
lamb’s blood.  It is the first day of the first month, a time of celebration.   

We eat lamb and bitter herbs; we raise the cup of thanksgiving.  A leisurely meal, we sit for hours, 
enjoying food, story, remembrance.  We pray and sing songs of our ancestors.  It is our heritage even as we 
are no longer a people on the run.  For all outward appearances, not slaves; no longer a people huddled in 
darkness.  Well, except for Rome—the power of oppression and violence.  Didn’t we already see the crosses 
lining the road as Jesus rode in on a donkey, as the people cried “Hosanna—Lord! Save us!” and spread their 
cloaks on the way.  

So maybe the story is as much ours as it was for our ancestors.   And beneath the celebration there is 
fear, foreboding—a part of this night’s story we do not understand.  I hope we don’t have to find out.  I hope 
Jesus was wrong when he said he had come here to die.  One night.  Endings.  Beginnings.  A turning point.  A 
marker in time.  This night shall mark for you the beginning…. 
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“Where Charity and Love Prevail”  (vs. 3)   ELW #359   

Let us recall that in our midst 
 dwells Christ, God's holy Son; 
 as members of each body joined, 
 in him we are made one. 

 
 
GOSPEL  John 13:1-17, 31b-35  PKC 

 Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world 
and go to the Father.  Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.  The devil had 
already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him.  And during supper Jesus, knowing 
that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, got 
up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself.  Then he poured water into a basin 
and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. 
 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”  Jesus answered, 
“You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.”  Peter said to him, “You will never 
wash my feet.”  Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.”  Simon Peter said to him, 
Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!”  Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not 
need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean.  And you are clean, though not all of you.”  For he 
knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, 
“Do you know what I have done to you?  You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I 
am.  So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.  For I 
have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you.  Very truly, I tell you, servants are not 
greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them.  If you know these things, 
you are blessed if you do them. 
 Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him.  If God has 
been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once.  Little children, I am with 
you only a little longer.  You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, “Where I am going, 
you cannot come.”  I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.  Just as I have loved you, you 
also should love one another.  By this everyone will know that you are my disciple, if you have love for one 
another.”  
 
“Love Consecrates the Humblest Act”   (vs. 1)    ELW #360   
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You won’t wash my feet!   
“This night shall mark for you the beginning.”  Is it what Jesus says, will he tell the story once more?  

But no!  A strange and objectionable act.  Jesus removes his robe and wraps a towel around himself.  And now 
he removes my sandals—sandals that later will once again be latched onto my fleeing feet.  Removing my 
sandals, Jesus washes my feet.  I don’t understand.   I object.  “Lord!  You won’t wash my feet!” It is slave’s 
work.  And I am embarrassed.  My feet are dry and cracked, caked with sand and sweat. Swollen, purplish in 
color—the smell reaches my nose.  Ripe, sickly sweet.  But Jesus does not recoil. 

“What I do now, you do not know.  But later you will understand.”  We are a people at the precipice of 
something new—something we do not yet understand—we are being called out to live in God’s promise and 
love, a love that goes to the extreme, a love that is fearful, costly.   “This night,” Jesus says, “this night marks 
the beginning, a new commandment.  Love one another with this kind of love—love that stops at nothing, 
love that costs it all.”   

Maybe we will understand the depth of this love.  But not until later.  Later as we run, with staff and 
cloak and sandals.  Later as we scatter in fear into the dark abyss of the night.  Later as the cry rises long into 
the night, as another mother falls to her knees in bitter grief and anguish for her firstborn Son, God’s firstborn 
Son.  Later we watch a cross rise on a distant hill, in the horror and nightmare of a love that costs Jesus 
everything.  This month, this night, shall mark for you a beginning.  There is no turning back from the cross.  Is 
this what love looks like? 

 
“Love Consecrates the Humblest Act”   (vs. 3)    ELW #360   

Love serves and willing stoops to serve; 
 what Christ in love so true 
 has freely done for one and all, 
 let us now gladly do! 

 
New Beginnings in the Cross:  
 This night, shall mark for you a beginning.  The story belongs to us, as we live our lives huddled in fear and 
foreboding of the night.  As we jostle and jockey for position in a world that would make us slaves, even as we 
live on the very precipice of something new—something we do not yet understand—that we are called out as 
church to live in God’s promise and love, a love that goes to the extreme, that will stop at nothing, a love that 
is fearful, costly.   

And it is our beginning.  The cross of Christ stands as the place of our beginning and our beginning 
again.  The cross of Christ marks not only our past, but our present and future. The cross of Christ dares to 
proclaim what is so objectionable and yet so freeing—that we do not live in the power and strength of our 
own love, but in the extreme love of God that stops at nothing.  

And so this night we come, to gather around the table, to begin again.  And we come, with staff and 
cloak and sandals, ready to run.  Not to flee, but to be drawn ever deeper into the world, into relationship, 
into costly, fearful love.  For in the shadow of the cross that is rising, we yet hear the words of Jesus, we hear 
again words of hope and promise, “This night shall mark for you and for this world—this night shall mark for 
you the beginning. 
 
“Love Consecrates the Humblest Act”   (vs. 1)    ELW #360  

Love consecrates the humblest act 
 and haloes mercy's deeds; 
 it sheds a benediction sweet 
 and hallows human needs. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   
 
Given a new commandment to love one another as Christ has loved us, let us pray for the needs of the world, 
the church, and all creation, saying “As you have loved us, let us love one another. 
Brief Silence 
 
God of all love, your Son Jesus has shown his love to the whole world so that we might love one another.  Let 
this love be made known in our words and our actions to all the earth.   
As you have loved us, let us love one another. 
 
God of all life, as we journey from the cross to resurrection, from death to life, renew our hearts and minds 
through the gift of your salvation.  Strengthen our faith and increase our love for one another and all of your 
creation.   
As you have loved us, let us love one another. 
 
God of all mercy, You have washed us in the waters of your grace.  As Jesus washed the feet of his disciples as 
a sign of humble service, fill us with a spirit of humility to serve one another.  
As you have loved us, let us love one another. 
 
God of all compassion, this night many people have no bread to eat and no place to call home.  This night 
people huddle in fear and find no peace.  The inequity of our world is great.  The poorest among us receiving 
only the scraps from our tables; the last to receive vaccines; the last to be seen as human.  Grant us vision to 
see Christ in all persons.  Fill us with generosity and give us the will to serve all who are in need.   
As you have loved us, let us love one another. 
 
God of all goodness, you have called us into community through water and the Word, through Bread and 
Wine.  As we have been welcomed, may we welcome others.  Draw us ever closer to you and to one another.   
As you have loved us, let us love one another. 
 
Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new commandment, to love one 
another as he loves us.  Write this commandment in our hearts.  Give us the will to serve others just as on the 
cross, Christ became the servant of all.  Through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
WE SHARE THE MEAL 
For those who desire, at this time our service continues with Holy Communion, as we prepare our hearts and 
minds and tables for the communion meal.  Once again, if you have not already done so, take a moment to 
pause the video and gather the elements you will share during the meal, remembering that Christ promises to 
come to us in the everyday things:  bread or a cracker, wine or grape juice or water, and whatever dishes you 
have in your cupboard.  Gather enough for you alone or for those who will join you in the meal with none left-
over.  As God’s people together we will share of the bread and wine directly following the Lord’s Prayer as we 
hear the words: 
 
 
“Together let us take and eat; the body of Christ given for you.” 
“Together let us take and drink; the blood of Christ shed for you.”  
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Let us pray.  Holy God, you abide with your creation and in Jesus Christ you gather us at your table.  As you 
stayed with your disciples for an evening meal, so now stay with us.  As we receive these gifts of bread and 
wine, open our hearts to share what we have received, the abiding love of Jesus, our risen Saviour.  Amen.   
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  

As the shadows lengthen, we bless you sheltering God.  In the beginning you created light in the darkness; 
and scattered the stars across the night time sky.    
Into our deepest night, come, O God   
 
Through the night you led your people into freedom.  At day’s end you rained down manna in the wilderness.  
At sundown your Son brought healing to people in need.  In the midday night when Jesus died on the cross, 
life came forth for all.   
Into our deepest night, come, O Christ   
 
A READING FROM 1ST CORINTHIANS:  

 
For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he 

was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that 
is for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”  In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.  For as often as 
you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.   
 
Loving Saviour, like a mother hen, hold us close through the coming night.  Watch with those who labour, 
accompany those who long for peaceful sleep, welcome those whose waking will be only in you.   
Into our deepest night, come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit, wherever we are gathered this night, make here the body of Christ:  in breaking of the 
bread, in justice for our broken world, in rest for the weary, come, Holy Spirit. 
Into our deepest night, come, Holy Spirit.   
 
To you, O God, painter of both night and day, guiding star and healing sun, breath of peace and wind of 
changed, be all glory, all honour, all praise this night unto the coming dawn, now and forever.  Amen. 
   
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray… Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us;        
Save us from the time of trial  and deliver us from evil.   
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
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“Together let us take and eat; the body of Christ given for you.” 
“Together let us take and drink; the blood of Christ shed for you.”  
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray.  O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, nourished us with 
words of mercy, and fed us at your table.  Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all our 
heart, serve our neighbours with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR  
 
The service concludes with the stripping of the altar.   
 
 
 

“Be Still” (2x)  Evening Worship #3 
 

 
 
WORD I: Psalm 22.1-5 
 
My God, my God, why? 
Why have you forsaken me? 
Why are you so far from helping me? 
-- ignoring my anguished roars. 
 
O my God, I cry by day, but you don’t answer; 
by night, but I find find no rest. 
Yet you are the Holy One 
enthroned on the praises of all who know you and have struggled with you. 
Our ancestors trusted you, 
and you delivered them. 
They cried to you, and were rescued; 
They trusted you, and were not sorry they did. 
 

“Be Still” (2x)  Evening Worship #3 
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WORD II: Psalm 22.6-8, 9-10 
But I am a worm, less than human; a disgrace held in contempt by people. All who see me 
mock me; they shake their heads and make cruel fun of me, saying, 

“Let this fool pray to God; let God rescue this one that so delights God!” 
 
Yet it was you who drew me out from the womb; you made me 

safe on my mother’s breast. 
 I’ve been yours since I was born; all my life you have been my God. 

 
“Be Still” (2x)  Evening Worship #3 

 
WORD III: Psalm 22.11-21 
Don’t be far from me, for trouble is near  
and there is no one to help. 
Many bulls stalk me, 
strong bulls of Bashan surround me; 
they open their mouths wide at me like ferocious, roaring lions.  
I am poured out like  water 
and my bones have fallen apart; 
my heart is like wax melting in my chest; 
my mouth is as dry as a piece of broken pottery,  
my tongue is stuck to my palate; 
and you, 
You have laid me in the dust of death.  
For the dogs are closing in-- 
A pack of evil encircling me, coming at my hands and my feet.  
I count the bones of my body while they stare and gloat over me;  
they divide my clothes among themselves, 
casting lots for them. 
 
 
O Holy One, don’t fail me now!  
My Help! 
My Strength! 
Come quickly to rescue me!  
  
Save my life from the battle, 
from these terrible and vicious dogs!  
Save me from the lion’s mouth! 
My God, O my God. 

 
Be Still 2x (Evening Worship #3) 
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Word IV: Psalm 22.21-24 
(very softly) And I see you rescue me.  
(very softly) I see you rescue me. 
(very softly) I see you rescue me. 
I will declare your name to my brothers and sisters,  
and praise you publicly in the midst of our gathering:  
All you in awe of the Holy, give your praise. 
All you from Jacob’s family, give honor.  
Stand amazed, all you who know 
and have struggled with God. 
For the Holy One was not disgusted with the plight of those in need; 
God has not hidden his face, but has heard our cries. 
 
(softer): God has not hidden his face, but has heard our cries.  
(softer): God has not hidden his face, but has heard our cries.  
(softer): God has not hidden his face, but has heard our cries.  
My God, O my God. 

“Be Still” (2x)  Evening Worship #3 
 
WORD V: Psalm 22. 25-27 
 
Because of you, my praise rises in the great congregation; 
I will fulfill my vows before those in awe of the Holy. 
The poor shall eat 
and be satisfied; 
those who seek the Holy One shall lift their praises high. 
May we celebrate forever. 

 
“Be Still” (2x)  Evening Worship #3 

 
WORD VI: Psalm 22. 28-31 
 
The far ends of the earth shall remember and turn to God; 
all the families of the nations shall bow down. 
For God is a king ruling the nations. 
Even the dead will bow down; 
even those of the dust and those at death’s door; 
I shall live for him. 
Our descendants will belong to God. 
The Holy One will be proclaimed for generations to come. 
Our children will tell the story to those yet born: 
God’s love has rescued and saved us.  
My God, O my God. 
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Let us pray. 
Holy One, once we were disciples, imagining ourselves becoming leaders; now, we are servants. Once we 
were devoted, confident, utterly sure of ourselves, our capacities, and the direction of our lives; now, we are 
unsure, shaken, afraid. Beloved God, once we were followers, true and sincere; tonight, we are scattered by 
our fears and weaknesses in every possible direction. Do not abandon us to this deep night. Stay with us as 
we struggle to stay with you. Amen. 
 
SOLO  “Stay With Us” Evening Worship #19  
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