
 
 

April 4, 2021     -     “First Things First”     -     Mark 15:25-16:8  
 

OPEN 

 
It’s Easter!  Jesus is risen!  What a great time of year to be celebrating the 
resurrection of Jesus.  All around us, trees and plants that appeared “dead” 
through the winter are awakening to new life.  Of course, Easter is a 
celebration of life from death!  In I Corinthians 15 the apostle Paul gave an 
extensive lecture on the theme of resurrection – listen to the first four verses. 
 

Now I make known to you, brothers and sisters, the gospel which I 

preached to you, which you also received, in which you also stand, 

by which you also are saved, if you hold firmly to the word which I 

preached to you, unless you believed in vain.  For I handed down to 

you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for 

our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and 

that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures. 

 
Now, if you were going to run a marathon, what is of “first importance”?  
Training!  Or if you were going to build a house, what is of “first importance”?  
Designing!  If you were going to roast a turkey, what is of “first importance”?  
Stuffing!  At Easter – of all times – we need to be certain to put the first things 
first.  What is at stake is so much more than a race, or building, or a meal!  
You might be thinking these days of COVID-19 concerns or even filing taxes. 
 
But this “resurrection celebration” reminds us to put first those things which 
matter for all of eternity!  These are the things that concern the eternal destiny 
of our soul.  Since January we have looked at the parables, teaching, and 
miracles of Jesus.  Of course, all these events led to His triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem and two tirades – cursing the fig tree and clearing the Temple.  This 
revealed divine authority verses empty religion! 
 
This event placed Jesus a week away from death.  His passion week included 
much more teaching – more confronting (and angering) the empty hearts of the 
pious but hypocritical Pharisees!  The week concluded at Passover followed by 
Jesus’ betrayal, arrest, trial, and torture.  In fact, each Gospel account ramps 
up to this climatic point of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross. 
 

DIG 

 
Let’s look at three powerful scenes featuring Jesus’ suffering and victory from 
Mark 15 and 16.  In the remainder of April we will circle back to three of His 
lessons given between the shouts of “Hosanna” and the cries of “crucify Him”. 
 
One thing is clear from reading 
Mark.  Jesus enlisted a quite a 
curious band of men to follow Him.  
They learned slowly even though 
they experienced divine power 
revealed in human flesh!  Jesus 
challenged them take up their cross 
– to set aside their own agenda to 
become part of the Kingdom of God. 
 
In fact, Jesus spoke to them often of His own cross.  In Mark 8:31-32 we read, 

 
He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many 

things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the 

teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days 

rise again.  He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside 

and began to rebuke him. 

 
This did not make sense to them!  It reminds me of the clanging of a garden 
chime.  When the wind blows it sounds very nice…but it is not a tune!  The 
disciples heard compelling truths from Jesus.  But sadly, it sounded like a 
confusing cacophony to them.  But that was all about to change!  Jesus was 
about to fulfill His mission! 
 
 
[1]  The Death of Jesus  -  Mark 15:25-39 
 
Of first importance is the fact that Jesus died to pay for the sins of humanity!  
Can you picture that scene?  Jesus has shifted from Rabbi, Teacher, Mentor.  
He is now suffering and enduring unbearable agony to pay our sin debt. 
 
Do you think those who witnessed this recalled Mark 10:45, “the Son of Man 
did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many”?  Jesus died for you and for me!  He is God’s sinless, selfless sacrifice.   
 
 
[2]  The Burial of Jesus  -  Mark 15:40-27   
 
Of first importance is the fact that Jesus completed His rescue mission!  By His 
burial we know that God’s work of delivering us is complete, full, final.  Jesus 
did not just faint on the cross.  He really died.  And we know this because it is a 
matter of historical record that He was buried in a borrowed tomb.  He was not 
just an example of “pay it forward” goodness – He “paid it all”! 

 



 
Are you able to thank God today for Christ’s death and burial on your behalf?  
Or will you continue to ignore what Jesus has accomplished?  Can you say like 
the song writer… 
 

God I look to You, I wont be overwhelmed 

Give me vision to see things like You do 

God I look to You, and I won’t be overwhelmed 

And I will love You Lord my strength…my shield…my rock 

 
 

[3]  The Resurrection of Jesus  -  Mark 16:1-8   
 
Of first importance is the fact that on the third day, Jesus rose from the grave!  
This was the victorious conclusion to Jesus’ death and burial.  In fact, His 
resurrection is a mighty declaration that He is the Son of God – see Romans 
1:4.  It was something that the disciples could not even imagine. 
 
Initially they were doubtful, bewildered, afraid.  But then they were swept up in 
the victory and certainty that Jesus was alive!  But this was much more than 
mere intellectual clarity about what Jesus had taught…it was victory!   
 
Paul wrote at the close of his resurrection lecture, “The sting of death is sin, 
and the power of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (I Corinthians 15:56-57)  As a result, Jesus is 
forever exalted, glorified and lifted high!  Can you claim such victory?  Is Jesus 
the Lord of your life?   
 
 

REFLECT 

 
Remember the chime?  In my garden we have an “Amazing Grace” chime.  If 
you hit the right chime in the right order, the timeless tune of “Amazing Grace” 
is heard.  And this was the case when Jesus rose from the grave.  Once the 
Holy Spirit entered the hearts of those once distressed disciples they were able 
to “hear the song” of the resurrection. 
 
Why?  All of the truth of the resurrection started to make sense and the power 
of the resurrection changed them!   Acts 2:32 and 4:12 provides us with a 
summary of the early Apostolic message. 

 
God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of 

it….salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name 

under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved. 

 
If you want to place your faith in Jesus Christ today, do so!  And please reach 
out to us so we can be of further help to you – our website has phone and 
email contact information. 
 

 
Do you want to explore further?  You can listen to a very personal and 
insightful testimony by Lee Strobel called Evidence for the Resurrection. 
 
 

• Think through some Scripture 
 
Take time to worship Jesus today for His resurrection!  Consider all the power 
and transformation that is accomplished by His rising from the dead.  Read 
Ephesians 1:3-23 and reflect on all the blessings that come to the believer 
because of the power of the resurrection of Jesus. 
 
 

• Worship with some music 
 
Kari Jobe sings a powerful song celebrating Christ’s rising from the dead.  
Listen to “Forever”.  Here are the lyrics for you to ponder the miracle of Jesus’ 
resurrection in victory and power. 
 
 

The moon and stars they wept 
The morning sun was dead 

The savior of the world was fallen 

His body on the cross 
His blood poured out for us 

The weight of every curse upon Him 

One final breath He gave 
As heaven looked away 

The son of God was laid in darkness 
A battle in the grave 

The war on death was waged 

The power of hell forever broken 

The ground began to shake 

The stone was rolled away 
His perfect love could not be overcome 

Now death where is your sting? 

Our resurrected king 

Has rendered you defeated 

Forever, He is glorified 

Forever, He is lifted high 
Forever, He is risen 

He is alive, He is alive 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rDgu3jXeCTM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=huFra1mnIVE

