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Scripture  Colossians 3:12-17 

 

As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 

kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if any-

one has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has 

forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, 

which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of 

Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. 

And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish 

one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, 

hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 17And whatever you do, in word or deed, 

do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 

through him.  
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“In Community With Christ ”   

“And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were 

called in one body.” Colossians 3:15 

 

“We believe in the holy catholic church and the communion of saints.”                  

Apostles’ Creed 

 

In Christ we are one body…a faith that makes us one.  We can think of this 

“body” as a circle that includes both the living, the dead, and those yet to be 

born.  When we gather as a church we are a part of the circle.  Yet the arc 

and fullness of this circle of life is only fully known by God, the creator.  Who is a 

member of the “communion of saints” is not for us to know.  Yet we can see 

visible signs of this invisible “communion.”  And, we can know that at any                 

moment, unbeknownst to us, we may be meeting another who is “in Christ.”  

 

On Feb 12th the communion of saints in Christ showed up in the Supreme 

Court, or that’s my guess, in the Court’s decision on Dunn vs. Smith.  Justice 

Amy Coney Barrett joined liberal justices Kagan, Breyer, and Sotomayor in              

allowing a Christian pastor to be present during the execution of Willie Smith in 

Alabama.  Smith, who has an IQ of under 75, was convicted of murder almost 

30 years ago.  As a result of the ruling, Smith’s scheduled execution by lethal 

injection was cancelled, and he returned to his cell on death row.                               

(USA Today, Feb 12). 
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What was it about the presence of a pastor that resulted in the cancellation of 

capital punishment? 

 

Noticeably, the pastor who was to be present at the execution was not 

named.  We don’t know if the pastor was young or old, male or female, black 

or white, Lutheran or “Evangelical.”  We don’t know who argued before the 

Court for a pastoral presence or what was said.  We know that Smith was 

somehow spared by this surprising discussion from the terror of the intentional 

extinguishing of his life. 

 

That’s what I’m talking about.  Keep your eyes and ears open for moments 

and people who are “in Christ” amidst the mysterious gathering of the                   

communion of saints.   
 

Prayer or Thought of the Day 

A Big Idea:  In Christ we are one body. 
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