
Friday, March 26, 2021 

Scripture  1 Corinthians 12:4-13 (NRSV) 

 

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of 

services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the 

same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifes-

tation of the Spirit for the common good. To one is given through the Spirit the 

utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according 

to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing 

by the one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to 

another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to                    

another the interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one and the 

same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 

body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we 

were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were 

all made to drink of one Spirit.   
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We have been having some work done on our house. Our kitchen’s exterior 

wall was rotted from years of unseen water flowing through it (a result of a poor 

design), which compromised the wall, floor, and a portion of the ceiling.                

Repairing this damage and building it back the right way has been the most 

significant project Bill and I have dealt with in our 15 years of homeownership.  

 

We hired a general contractor for most of the work, and I have check-in                

conversations with my project manager several times a week. In our last                  

conversation, he chuckled as he noted that I’d met their entire crew. Not 

many of their jobs require ALL the trades, but ours was… unique. 

 

Each of the guys who have come through has their specialty and evident 

pride in the quality of their work. They have also shown genuine appreciation 

for the talent and knowledge of their fellow crew members. When their              

crewman excels in his trade, it allows them to shine in their work as well. 

 

The crew working on my house is not unlike our congregation. As members of 

the church, each of us finds our niche – our way to contribute – because being 

a congregation member is not a spectator event. For example, the staff aside, 

during worship, we have those who enjoy reading or singing. We can see and 

hear the service because of the audio-visual crew. Those with gifts in the arts 

help make our space beautiful, meaningful and inviting. We have members 

with knowledge about buildings and grounds who maintain our property. We 

have members with passions for guiding our congregation’s contributions to 

the community and the world. We have members with the gift of teaching, 

both for faith formation and for community ESL tutoring.  

Cont. 

Manna Moments 



Some members have gifts of hospitality and nurturing, who coordinate care for 

the members themselves. These are just a few of all the ways that you bring 

yourselves to this congregation, and COVID hasn’t really slowed you down at 

all! 

 

It has always been clear to me that you take pride in what you do for your 

faith community, and you appreciate how others share their gifts and talents. 

When you bring your best, it allows others to shine as well. The Body of Christ 

works best when we each share our unique set of passions, skills, and 

knowledge for the common good. We don’t do this work for ourselves. We do 

it for others and for the joy that comes from being part of the Body of Christ! 

We do these things to honor the gifts given to us by the Holy Spirit.  

 

When we share of ourselves for the good of others, we honor God and open 

our hearts to Christ, bringing close the Kindom of God. 

 

Prayer or Thought of the Day 

Holy Spirit, I give thanks to you for the gifts and passions you have given me. 

Inspire and guide me in sharing of myself with others, not for my own gain, but 

for the common good. I trust that through opening myself to others, I can 

glimpse your Kindom. Amen. 

 

(P.S… Kindom is not a typo. It’s a non-gendered description of God’s realm.)  

Notes: 
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