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Scripture  Genesis 21:14-20 

So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water, 

and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent 

her away. And she departed, and wandered about in the wilderness of                 

Beer-sheba. 

 

When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of the             

bushes. Then she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the 

distance of a bowshot; for she said, „Do not let me look on the death of the 

child.‟ And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. And God 

heard the voice of the boy; and the angel of God called to Hagar from               

heaven, and said to her, „What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God 

has heard the voice of the boy where he is. Come, lift up the boy and hold him 

fast with your hand, for I will make a great nation of him.‟ Then God opened 

her eyes, and she saw a well of water. She went, and filled the skin with water, 

and gave the boy a drink. 

 

God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness, and                      

became an expert with the bow. 

 

Devotional  Pastor Jim Foster                    pastorjimfoster@gmail.com 

I never get used to how messy the Bible‟s family stories are. Just to show you 

how long we‟ve been screwing up relationships, we‟re going back more than 

3,000 years, wandering in the wilderness with Abraham and Sarah, waiting for 

God to keep his promise for Sarah to give birth to Abraham‟s son and ultimate-

ly a nation. Hagar is Sarah‟s Egyptian servant, who she finally gives to Abraham 

to bear a child when she runs out of patience with God. Hagar‟s pregnancy 

and birth of her son fosters Sarah‟s jealous resentment, and after the birth of 

Sarah‟s son, Abraham “reluctantly” follows her demand to cast Hagar out.            

Remember now, this is 3,000 years ago: there are no social workers or social 

service agencies and we‟re in the desert. To “cast her out” means for Hagar 

and her son to die. 

 

We know this story because we‟ve been living it. For the last year or so we‟ve 

been wandering in a wilderness or our own, living with a president who has           

divided us and a virus that is killing us. We have lost family and friends, neigh-

bors and strangers over positions on face masks and politics and science, on 

disease or an abundance of caution or its absence. And all the while we have 

been asking what I‟m sure Hagar must have been asking - what have I done to 

deserve this, where is my God in this? 
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We think of the desert and the wilderness as empty, but the deep message of 

scripture is that the desert is not empty at all, the desert is where we meet God. 

Whether it is Moses receiving manna from heaven or the ten commandments, 

Jesus being tempted for forty days, or Abraham, Sarah and Hagar and a well 

of water, all these stories involve God calling families into the wilderness and 

ultimately meeting them there. I do not believe God promises to get us out of 

anything - only to get us through everything, and not always through things in 

the way we‟ve prayed for.  

 

Truth be told, Hagar‟s done no more to deserve her fate than we have. In fact, 

she‟s not even pledged loyalty to God, yet God not only rescues her and her 

son but anoints him the founder of what will become Islam. But we blind                  

ourselves to that family connection, just as Sarah blinds herself to her own                

impatience with God. We want to nail God down, and God just won‟t have it.  

 

Prayer or Thought of the Day 

Sometimes I think the real problem is that God is way more messy than we‟d 

like him to be. Maybe that‟s why God puts up with us - because of the family 

resemblance.  

 

Notes: 
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