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Worship Guide  

Easter Sunday  

April 4, 2021 

 

+ WE GATHER BEFORE GOD + 

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSICE – 9:20 AM – Suite Brass Ensemble 

 

Alleluia from Exsultate, Jubilate – arr. Lanning 
Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise – arr. Marchand  

 Crown Him with Many Crowns – arr. Larson 
 
© 2009 Jerry Lanning. jerrylanning@virgin.net  

© 2016 Todd Marchand, ConSpiritoMusic.com, Sheetmusicplus order 135920133 

© 2014 Hope Publishing Company, Music by George. J. Elvey, arranged by Lloyd Larson. OneLicense.net #A-709256, 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256. 

 

 

WELCOME 

 

LIGHTING OF TRINITY CANDLE 

As we strive to be a community of faith that is 

Ignited by Spirit, Growing in Love, 

we light this candle in the name of the Father, the Son and the Spirit  

who surround us in this moment of worship. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  

 

WE COME TO GOD IN WORSHIP 

This day is like every other day. 

Alarm clocks beeped. Covers were removed. 

Coffee was brewed. Weary bodies came to life. 

And yet this day, is like no other day— 

For the sun rose, and we knew it was a miracle. 

The tomb was empty, and they knew it was love. 

So again and again we say— 

The longest night is over. 

Death has lost its sting. 

Jesus is among us. 

Alleluia! Amen. 

Again and again and again— 

Alleluia! Amen. 
 

OPENING HYMN ELW 365 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 

 

Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia! 

our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 

suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
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Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 

unto Christ, our heav'nly king, Alleluia! 

who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 

sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 

 

But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 

our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 

now above the sky he's king, Alleluia! 

where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 

 

Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 

praise eternal as his love; Alleluia! 

praise him, all you heav'nly host, Alleluia! 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 
 
Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1-3; tr. J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt. Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, st. 4, Public Domain. 

 

GREETING 

Christ is risen!  

Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 

Christ is risen!  

Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 

Christ is risen!  

Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 

WE CONFESS TO GOD 

 

So join me in the prayer of confession, 

knowing that no matter where we are on the spectrum of faith, 

Jesus lived, loved, and returned for us. 

 

Let us pray.  

Beloved Community, before God and before you, my family, I confess: 

I have seen the sun rise and withheld my praise. 

I have seen my neighbor suffer and withheld my aid. 

I have seen love extended and chosen to walk away. 

I have seen divisions deepen and managed to remain unfazed. 

We hear you. We see you. You are forgiven. 

God’s love is like the sun. 

No matter how lost we are in the night, 

Day after day, the light will find you. 

Rest easy. You are held in God’s warmth. 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

Now we must pray. 

Beloved friend, before God and before each other, we confess: 

We have seen the sun rise and withheld our praise. 
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We have seen our neighbors suffer and have withheld our aid. 

We have seen love extended and chosen to walk away. 

We have seen divisions deepen and managed to remain unfazed. 

 

God’s love is like the sun. 

No matter how lost we are in the night, 

day after day, the light will find you. 

Rest easy. You are held in God’s warmth. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, amen. 

 

 

PRAYER FOR THIS DAY 

There are a million ways that you speak to us, 

God of the garden and God of the empty tomb. 

You speak to us in rituals, both formal and organic— 

in drops of water on foreheads, 

in vows said at the altar, 

through pieces of bread dipped in ordinary wine, 

and through shared candlelight on Christmas Eve. 

 

You speak to us in nature— 

your artistry showing up in starry nights, 

in the smell of pine, 

in rushing water and in most every sunrise. 

 

You speak to us through our relationships— 

the comfort of a loved one, 

the laughter of our friends, 

the security of those who support us and cheer us on. 

 

You speak to us in so many ways, and we are grateful for them all. 

However today, we just need one. That would be enough. 

So lean down and breathe life into these sacred texts. 

We are craving to hear your word like never before. 

We are craving to understand, to see ourselves in the story. 

We are craving proximity to you. 

There are a million ways that you speak to us. 

Today, we just need one. 

With hearts full of gratitude we pray, 

Amen 

 

 

HANDBELL CHOIR   Easter Medley – arr. Krug 

Easter Medley - Christ Arose, Lancashire, Victory, Easter Hymn, arr. Jason W. Krug. 2021 Grassy Meadows Music, 

www.grassymeadowmusic.com. CCLI License # 1490857, Podcasted/Streamed with permission under CCLI Streaming License 

CSPL176799. 

 

 

http://www.grassymeadowmusic.com/
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+ WE HEAR GOD’S WORD + 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-43 

Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a summary of the 

essential message of Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose life, death, and 

resurrection fulfilled the words of the prophets, “receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in 

every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the 

message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 
37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 

announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he 

went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 
39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by 

hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to 

all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him 

after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is 

the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him 

that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

Word of God. Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

PSALM 118:1-2, 14-24 

Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; 

  God’s mercy endures forever. 

Let Israel now declare, 

  “God’s mercy endures forever.” 

The LORD is my strength and my song, 

  and has become my salvation. 

Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 

  “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 

The right hand of the LORD is exalted! 

  The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!” 

I shall not die, but live, 

  and declare the works of the LORD.  

The LORD indeed punished me sorely, 

  but did not hand me over to death. 

Open for me the gates of righteousness; 

  I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 

“This is the gate of the LORD; 

  here the righteous may enter.” 

I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 

  and you have become my salvation.  

The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the chief cornerstone. 

By the LORD has this been done; 

  it is marvelous in our eyes. 
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This is the day that the LORD has made; 

  let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  ELW 382  Christ Is Risen.  Alleluia! 

 

Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

Risen our victorious head! 

Sing his praises! Alleluia! 

Christ is risen from the dead! 

Gratefully our hearts adore him 

as his light once more appears; 

bowing down in joy before him, 

rising up from griefs and tears. 

 

Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

Risen our victorious head! 

Sing his praises! Alleluia! 

Christ is risen from the dead! 

 

Christ is risen! All the sorrow 

that last evening round him lay 

now has found a glorious morrow 

in the rising of today. 

See the grave its firstfruits giving, 

springing up from holy ground; 

Christ was dead, but now is living; 

he was lost, but he is found. 

 

Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

Risen our victorious head! 

Sing his praises! Alleluia! 

Christ is risen from the dead! 

 
Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt. Public Domain 

 

GOSPEL:  Mark 16:1-8 

The resurrection of Jesus is announced, and the response is one of terror and amazement. 

 
1When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome 

bought spices, so that they might go and anoint [Jesus’ body]. 2And very early on the first day of 

the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had been saying to one another, 

“Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 4When they looked up, they 

saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. 5As they entered the 

tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were 

alarmed. 6But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who 

was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7But go, 

tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as 

he told you.” 8So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized 

them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 
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Word of God. Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  O God, Who Gives Us Life 

 

O God, who gives us life and breath, 

who shapes us in the womb, 

who guards our lives from birth to death, 

then leads us from the tomb: 

deliver us from fears that kill 

the life we have from you. 

Help us to know your Spirit still 

is making all things new. 

 

O God, who calls your people out 

to venture and to dare, 

to plumb the bleak abyss of doubt 

and find you even there: 

when we despair in wandering 

through wastes of empty lies, 

refresh us with the living spring 

of hope that never dies. 

 

O God of covenant and law, 

revealed in cloud and flame, 

your mighty deeds evoke our awe; 

we dare not speak your name. 

Yet we by faith are drawn to you 

and will your people prove, 

as on our hearts you write anew 

the covenant of love. 
 
Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944. Text © 1990 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. 

OneLicense.net #A-709256. Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

 

WE PROFESS OUR FAITH IN GOD 

We know the fear of the upper room. 

We know the feeling of hard days and long nights. 

We know the grief of the tomb, 

and the particular ache of saying goodbye. 

We know the pain of Good Friday, 

and we know the darkness before dawn. 

And still, 

and still, 

We believe. 
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We believe that again and again, 

the sun will rise. 

Again and again, 

God will draw near. 

Again and again, 

we will march toward justice. 

 

Again and again, 

the tomb will be empty. 

Again and again, 

love will win. 

Again and again, 

God will lead the church. 

Again and again, 

and again and again, 

We will be loved. 

The journey will not be perfect. 

We will need to rise before dawn. 

We will need angels along the way. 

But again and again, 

the sun will rise. 

We believe. Amen. 

 

WE PRAY TO GOD 

…for Christ is risen: 

Christ is risen indeed. 

In thanksgiving for the new life of the resurrection, we raise these prayers to you, trusting in your 

never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

+ WE FEAST AT GOD’S TABLE + 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 

The peace of God, that washes over us again & again, be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Take a moment to share a sign of the peace with those who are worshipping in your household. 

If you are alone, take a moment to receive God’s peace for yourself in the silence. 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING          All Heaven Declares - arr. Fettke 

Kevin Schanely, tenor 

 
Duets for All Seasons – arr. Fettke 

© 1993 Lillenas Publishing Company, OneLicense.net #A-709256  

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Again & again, God promises to feed us, 

and so we come to the table to receive grace after grace from our God. 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ, 

whose suffering and death gave salvation to all. 

You gather your people around the tree of the cross, 

transforming death into life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS 

 
Copyright © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Accompaniment Edition: Liturgies                                                                                                                                  

Published by Augsburg Fortress, Publishers, OneLicense.net #A-709256   

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

WE SHARE THE MEAL CHRIST GAVE US 
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Share the bread and wine with those in your household using the words, 

The body of Christ, broken for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

 

After you have received communion, prayerfully wait while others share this meal and return to 

worship. 

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION  Regina Coeli – DeCesare  

 
© 2018 Exultet Music, exultetmusic.com, u8OneLicense.net #A-709256   

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.  Satisfy the hunger still 

around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all 

people, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

+ WE ARE SENT OUT + 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

HYMN Christ Arose! 

Low in the grave he lay, 

Jesus my Savior, 

waiting the coming day, 

Jesus my Lord. 

 

Up from the grave he arose, 

with a mighty triumph o’er his foes; 

he arose a victor over death’s domain, 

and he lives forever, with his saints to reign. 

He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose! 

 

Vainly they watch his bed, 

Jesus my Savior; 

vainly they seal the dead, 

Jesus my Lord.   

 

Up from the grave he arose, 

with a mighty triumph o’er his foes; 

he arose a victor over death’s domain, 

and he lives forever, with his saints to reign. 

He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose! 

 

Death cannot keep its prey, 

Jesus my Savior; 

he tore the bars away, 

Jesus my Lord.  
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Up from the grave he arose, 

with a mighty triumph o’er his foes; 

he arose a victor over death’s domain, 

and he lives forever, with his saints to reign. 

He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose! 

 
Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899. Public Domain 

 

BENEDICTION 

In the dark of the early morning, 

it descended. 

The very breath of God. 

 

Dawn approached. 

The Spirit filled the lungs of our fallen king, 

and his heart began to beat anew. 

 

At the rising of the sun, 

He awoke. He opened his eyes. 

He smiled. He rose. 

 

Victorious. 

 

They say the tomb was empty, 

but we know otherwise. 

 

Sorrow and mourning. Left behind. 

Fear and shame. Left behind. 

Sin and death. Left behind. 

Our old ways and our old selves. Left behind. 

 

Forever entombed by Christ the Son. 

He who has conquered the grave. 

He who is risen. 

He who reigns. 

 

Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen, indeed!  Alleluia! 

Go in peace. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE  Hallelujah Chorus from Messiah – arr. Garner 

 
© 2008 Dorm 40 Music, www.dorm40music.com, Sheet Music Plus #4294546973 

 
 

The liturgy for today’s worship service was reprinted by permission from Sundays and Seasons.com, copyright 2021 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #45176. The hymns and songs unless otherwise noted, are covered 

under copyright licenses; CCLI 1490857, OneLicense.net A-709256, or are Public Domain. Copyright 2021   

Opening liturgy and statement of faith by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org   

http://www.dorm40music.com/
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Benediction written by Mike Yager, and posted on Ecclesia. http://www.ecclesiahouston.org/blog/ 

 

 

 

 

 Palms and Flowers 

  

The Palms for Palm Sunday  

were given in honor of Richard Sell by Audrey Sell 

 

Easter Flowers given in honor of 

• Janet Aldinger by Bruce, Allison and Jon 

• St. John's Musicians, by Janet Aldinger 

• Meghan Carlin by Janet Aldinger 

• The disciples of St. John’s Lutheran Church by Pastor Becky Schanely 

• God’s gift of uniqueness in entrusting us to parent Erin, Alex, Keaton and Coulson by 

Kevin & Becky Schanely 

 

Easter Flowers given in memory of: 

• Janet and Erle Ehly by Bruce and Janet Aldinger 

• Claire and Robert Aldinger by Bruce and Janet Aldinger 

• Jim Lysoby by all the Lysoby and Cwalina families 

• John and Irene Lysoby by all the Lysoby and Cwalina families 

• Charles and Myrtle Brinckman by all the Lysoby and Cwalina families 

• Matt Cwalina by all the Lysoby and Cwalina families 

• Ada and Harry Gross by Erika and Bob Haldemen 

• Helen and Bob Haldeman by Bob and Erika Haldemen 

• John Dzurenda and all loved ones by Mary Jane Dzurenda 

• My husband, mother, father and brothers by Marie Myers 

• Our grandparents and loved ones whose lives of faith have inspired and shaped us by 

Kevin and Becky Schanely 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

Please continue to keep the following people connected to our congregation in 

your prayers: 

Alex Kunkel, Bob Moran, Betsy Rodger, Robin Seasock, Paige Seasock, Peyton Seasock, 

Nancy Terpoilli, Brian Allebach, Glen Van Dyke, Charles Krupp, RuthAnn Jadick, Jean 

Leister, Kenny Nace, Tom Ciesielka, Abigail and Eric Hails, Sonny Carson, Frank 

Puskoskie, Ann Brown Hager, Alyssa Gegan, David Mounts, Ann Lewis, Carolyn Iris, 

Melissa Snyder, Sandy Umstead, Theresa Hasson, Renaud Fix, Joseph and Lisa Yost, 

Theresa Gross and Lynda Lysoby. 

http://www.ecclesiahouston.org/blog/
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YPO Spring Flower Sale!  It's not too early to start dreaming about spring...and flowers! 

The YPO will be hosting their Mother's Day weekend Flower Sale. All proceeds will go to 

support the youth adults traveling to Minneapolis in July 2022 for the National Youth Gathering. 

 

Flower Sale orders are due by Sunday, April 18 - flower will be available for pick up at St. 

John's on Saturday, May 8 from 9-11 AM. 

 

Order forms can be found on the website or by contacting the church office. 

Thank you for supporting the youth as they participate in this life-changing experience. 

 

 

Pub Theology will meet Tuesday, April 20th at 7:30pm.   

Grab a beverage, zoom onto your computer and join the conversation. 

Worship Attendance 
3/28/2021 – Zoom - 54 households 

Giving Amounts  Total received 
between  

2/28-3/13/2021 

Amount Needed 
between  

2/28-3/13/2021 

General Fund $8,407.00 $5,608 

Building Fund $786.50   
Weekly average is based on the 2021 budget. A weekly building fund amount needed is no longer 
reported as the building fund has been used for the mortgage, which has been paid off.  All other 
building expenses are included in General Fund budget and giving.  The above numbers include 
electronic giving. Mint duty is being done every other week for the time being. 

  

Capital Campaign Activity Update 

Capital Campaign Contributions Pledged $ 260,000.00 

Capital Campaign Contributions received between  
2/28-3/13/2021 

$431.00 

Capital Campaign Contributions received to date $ 249,672.15 

A gift to the general memorial fund was given in memory of Leroy B. Long by Hope Long. 

Mark Your Calendar 

Mon, Apr 5th  OFFICE CLOSED 

Sun, Apr 11th  9:30am    YOUTH SUNDAY Worship (zoom) 

   

 

 

 

 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S LOVE 
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Devotion books available – The April-May-June devotional books, Christ in our Home, are now 

available.  Please contact Vikki in the office (stj.stown@verizon.net or 215-234-4888) to have 

one mailed to you (large print is also available) or pick one up Saturday, April 3rd, between 9 

and 11am during the Open Link Food Collection time. 

 

Meal Train for Brian & Jennifer Allebach 

As you may be aware, Brian Allebach, former chancel choir director at St. John's, was diagnosed 

with ALS in 2019. As the disease progresses and life changes for the Allebachs each week, we 

are hoping to support them in whatever ways we can. 

A meal train, to provide a meal on Saturdays, has been started. To access the meal train sign-up, 

see what dates are available and find out all the pertinent information, see the weekly email or 

contact the church office. 

Brian also loves to receive cards - so feel free to drop one in the mail to their home address, 

which is:  

Brian Allebach 

1096 Soffa Road 

East Greenville, PA 18041 

Thank you for your tender care for this family at this challenging time - and watch for new ways 

to be present with and for them in the months to come. 

 

 

mailto:stj.stown@verizon.net

