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Every year billions of people around the world recount the torture and death of Jesus 
 Odd thing to do 
 If capital punishment still practiced and turned into a public event some might tune in to watch it live 
 But few would be interested in the rerun 

So why do we tell still story again and again? 
 
A clue can be found in one of those phrases of Jesus. 

“It is finished” 
Not “I am finished”—a cry of exasperation and defeat. 
But “It is finished”—a declaration of accomplishment. 

 
"It is finished" is the English translation of the Greek word Tetelestai,  

Tetelestai comes from the verb teleo,  
which means "to bring to an end, to accomplish, to pay what is owed."  
It's the word you would use when you climb to the peak of Mt. Everest 
it's the word you use when you cross the finish line of your first 10K run.  
It’s the word you use when you burn your mortgage. “It is finished.” 

 
But there's more here than the verb itself.  

Tetelestai is in the perfect tense in Greek.  
The perfect tense speaks of an action completed in the past with results continuing into the present.  
Not just, "This happened." But "This happened and it is still in effect today."i 

 
So what is finished??? 
 Christ died for our sins. 

The innocent one bore our condemnation on the cross. 
He suffered and was put to death for the sin of the world. 
He gave his life to give us peace with God. 

 
How can this happen? 
 It is a mystery that is described by the Bible in different ways: 

the sacrifice of a lamb, a shepherd's life given for his sheep, 
atonement by a priest. the ransom of a slave, 
[the] payment of a debt, and victory over the powers of evil…ii 

 
Every year we relive the suffering and death of Jesus  

Because in that death we are given life. 
But death won’t, can’t hold Jesus. You’ll hear about that on Sunday. 

 
i See Dr. Ray Prichard “Why Did Jesus say “It Is Finished”? Meaning and Importance of His Last Words” www.christianity.com/jesus/death-and-resurrection/last-
words/what-was-finished.html and www.studylight.org/lexicons/eng/greek/5055.html 
ii See Presbyterian Church in Canada “Living Faith” 3.4.2-3.4.3 

 


