
 

 

Bishop Anna’s Easter 2021 Message 

JESUS IS ON THE MOVE 
 

Alleluia. Christ is Risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia. Christ is risen. But he’s on the move. Today, Easter 
Sunday, if you read John’s gospel, you have this story where Mary Magdalene meets the risen Jesus at 
the empty tomb. There’s this comical moment where she thinks he’s the hired help; she thinks he’s the 
gardener, but eventually she realizes who he is and, in my mind at least, she runs and embraces him. 
And Jesus gently extricates himself from that hug and says, ‘do not hold onto me.’ ‘Do not hold onto 
me.’  

Jesus doesn’t say, “OK Mary, let’s build a shrine, let’s build a church, let’s just stay here so that people 
can come and worship me.” No, Jesus is off and running. The next thing we know, he’s visiting the 
disciples in the room where they’ve locked themselves away in fear. He’s showing up at the lakeside. 
He’s showing up at on the road to Emmaus.  

And just as the earthly Jesus said, “follow me,” so does the risen Jesus say, “follow me.” He says to 
Peter, “Feed my sheep, tend my lambs.” He says to all of us, ‘Go now out into the world and do concrete 
acts of love and justice.” 

We are, of course, celebrating our second Easter away from our beloved churches. We would have liked 
to be together to sing the hymns, to smell the flowers, to see and hug one another. And perhaps this 
year more than ever we hear the risen Jesus say to us, “Do not hold onto me.” Perhaps this year more 
than ever we need to realize that the risen Jesus is on the move. He’s out in the world and we, as his 
followers, are called to go and find him there. And so my friends, on Easter 2021 we celebrate that 
Christ is risen, Christ is risen indeed. And he’s on the move. And for this we say, “Alleluia, Alleluia, 
Alleluia.” 


