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Day Five 

Denial  

He was despised and rejected by others; 
a man of suffering                                                  

and acquainted with infirmity; 
and as one from whom others                                

hide their faces 
he was despised,                                                     

and we held him of no account.  

Isaiah 53:3 

At that moment the cock crowed 
for the second time. Then Peter 
remembered that Jesus had said to 
him, "Before the cock crows twice, 
you will deny me three times." 
And he broke down and wept. 
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While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the              
servant-girls of the high priest came by. When she saw 
Peter warming himself, she stared at him and said,               
"You also were with Jesus, the man from Nazareth."               
But he denied it, saying, "I do not know or understand 
what you are talking about." And he went out into the 
forecourt. Then the cock crowed. And the servant-girl, 
on seeing him, began again to say to the bystanders, 
"This man is one of them." But again he denied it.               
Then after a little while the bystanders again said to                
Peter, "Certainly you are one of them; for you are a                
Galilean." But he began to curse, and he swore an oath,       
"I do not know this man you are talking about." 

Now the men who were holding Jesus began to mock him and beat him; they also blindfolded him and kept 
asking him, "Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?" They kept heaping many other insults on him. 

 

When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people, both chief priests and scribes, gathered                          
together, and they brought him to their council. They said, "If you are the Messiah, tell us." He replied,                   
"If I tell you, you will not believe; and if I question you, you will not answer. But from now on the Son of 
Man will be seated at the right hand of the power of God."  

Prophecy and Trial   

"I have set my king on Zion,                                                                                           
my holy hill." 

I will tell of the decree of the LORD: 
He said to me,                                                                                                                    

"You are my son; today I have begotten you. 

Psalm 2:6-7 



That same day Herod and Pilate                                                
became friends with each other;                                                         
before this they had been enemies. 

 Surely he has borne our                   
infirmities and carried our diseases; 

yet we accounted him stricken,               
struck down by God, and afflicted. 

But he was wounded                              
for our transgressions,                            

crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the punishment                      

that made us whole,                                 
and by his bruises we are healed.  

Isaiah 53:4-5 

All of them asked, "Are you, then, the Son of 
God?" He said to them, "You say that I am." 
Then they said, "What further testimony do 
we need? We have heard it ourselves from his 
own lips!" Then the assembly rose as a body 
and brought Jesus before Pilate. They began 
to accuse him, saying, "We found this man 
perverting our nation, forbidding us to pay 
taxes to the emperor, and saying that he him-
self is the Messiah, a king." Then Pilate asked 
him, "Are you the king of the Jews?" He an-
swered, "You say so." Then Pilate said to the 
chief priests and the crowds, "I find no basis 
for an accusation against this man." But they 
were insistent and said, "He stirs up the peo-
ple by teaching throughout all Judea, from 
Galilee where he began even to this place." 

 

When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the 
man was a Galilean. And when he learned 
that he was under Herod's jurisdiction, he 
sent him off to Herod, who was himself in 
Jerusalem at that time. When Herod saw Je-
sus, he was very glad, for he had been want-
ing to see him for a long time, because he had 
heard about him and was hoping to see him 
perform some sign. He questioned him at 
some length, but Jesus gave him no answer. 
The chief priests and the scribes stood by, ve-
hemently accusing him. Even Herod with his 
soldiers treated him with contempt and 
mocked him; then he put an elegant robe on 
him, and sent him back to Pilate.  
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Pilate then called together the chief priests, the 
leaders, and the people, and said to them, "You 
brought me this man as one who was perverting 
the people; and here I have examined him in your 
presence and have not found this man guilty of 
any of your charges against him. Neither has          
Herod, for he sent him back to us. Indeed, he has 
done nothing to deserve death. I will therefore 
have him flogged and release him." Then they all 
shouted out together, "Away with this fellow!    
Release Barabbas for us!" (This was a man who 
had been put in prison for an insurrection that 
had taken place in the city, and for murder.)               
Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them 
again; but they kept shouting, "Crucify, crucify 
him!" A third time he said to them, "Why, what 
evil has he done? I have found in him no ground 
for the sentence of death; I will therefore have 
him flogged and then release him." But they kept 
urgently demanding with loud shouts that he 
should be crucified; and their voices prevailed.  

All we like sheep have gone astray;                                  
we have all turned to our own way, 

 and the LORD has laid on him                                  
the iniquity of us all. 

By a perversion of justice he was taken away. 
 Who could have imagined his future? 

Isaiah 53:6,8a 

So Pilate gave his verdict that their demand 
should be granted. He released the man 
they asked for, the one who had been put in 
prison for insurrection and murder, and he 
handed Jesus over as they wished. 

Scripture Reference 

Denial   Mark 14:66-72   

Prophecy & Trial  Luke 22:63-71,  23:1-25 
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Music for Day  5 

Denial 

Wondrous Love 

 

1 What wondrous love is this,  O my soul, O my soul!  What wondrous love is this,          

O my soul! What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss to bear the dreadful curse   

 for my soul, for my soul,  to bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 

 

2 When I was sinking down,  sinking down, sinking down, when I was sinking down, sinking down, 

when I was sinking down beneath God's righteous frown, Christ laid aside his crown  

for my soul, for my soul,  Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 

 

3 To God and to the Lamb  I will sing, I will sing; to God and to the Lamb I will sing;                                         

to God and to the Lamb, who is the great I AM, while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 

while millions join the theme, I will sing. 

 

4 And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on; and when from death I'm free, I'll sing on; 

 and when from death I'm free, I'll sing God's love for me, and through eternity  

I'll sing on, I'll sing on; and through eternity I'll sing on. 
 

Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt. 

Prophecy and Trial 

 

Ah, Holy Jesus, How Hast Thou Offended 

 

1 Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended that man to judge thee hath in hate pretended?  

 By foes derided, by thine own rejected, O most afflicted.  

 

2 Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon thee? Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath undone thee.  

 ’Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee; I crucified thee.  

  

3 Lo, the Good Shepherd for the sheep is offered; the slave hath sinnèd, and the Son hath                          

 suffered;  for man’s atonement, while he nothing heedeth, God intercedeth.  

 

4 For me, kind Jesus, was thine incarnation, thy mortal sorrow, and thy life’s oblation; 

 thy death of anguish and thy bitter passion, for my salvation. 

 

5 Therefore, kind Jesus, since I cannot pay thee, I do adore thee, and will ever pray thee; 

 think on thy pity and thy love unswerving, not my deserving. 
 

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, alt. 



A Time for Reflection 

What do you imagine the first disciples thought Jesus’ future would be at this point in the             

story? What do you imagine that felt like? 

 

At home activity: 

 Today is Maundy Thursday but since we spread out the story, we’re hearing other 

  parts of it tonight. Traditionally, the altar is stripped at the end of Maundy   

  Thursday worship in  preparation for Good Friday. Strip the fancy dishes from earlier this 

  week off of your table tonight and leave it bare until Sunday morning if you can. 

 

 At Jesus’ trial, the voices of the crowd joined together to call for his crucifixion. Tonight, 

let us join our voices in prayer for the world God loves instead. Use the traditional form 

of the Bidding Prayer, usually used on Good Friday, to join your voice with the voices 

of the generations of faithful people who have prayed in this way over  the centuries.  
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BIDDING PRAYER 

Kneel or sit together as a household. Someone leads the invitations to prayer (the bids).                                 

Silence for prayer follows each bid. Someone else can lead the prayers that conclude the silence. 

 

Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy church throughout the world. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus Christ. By your Holy Spirit 

guide the church and gather it throughout the world. Help it to persevere in faith, proclaim your 

name, and bring the good news of salvation in Christ to all people. We ask this through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

Let us pray for Elizabeth and Craig, our bishops, for Rachel, our pastor, all servants of the church, 

and for all the people of God. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, your Spirit guides the church and makes it holy. Strengthen and uphold 

our bishops, pastors, other ministers, and lay leaders. Keep them in health and safety for the good of 

the church, and help each of us in our various vocations to do faithfully the work to which you have 

called us. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Let us pray for those preparing for baptism, especially Kim B. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you continue to bless the church. Increase the faith and understanding 

of those preparing for baptism. Give them new birth as your children, and keep them in the faith 

and communion of your holy church. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Let us pray for our sisters and brothers who share our faith in Jesus Christ. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you give your church unity. Look with favor on all who follow Jesus your 

Son. Make all the baptized one in the fullness of faith, and keep us united in the fellowship of love. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Let us pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear the word of God. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, long ago you gave your promise to Abraham and your teaching to              

Moses. Hear our prayers that the people you called and elected as your own may receive the                   

fulfillment of the covenant’s promises. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Let us pray for those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, gather into your embrace all those who call out to you under different 

names. Bring an end to inter-religious strife, and make us more faithful witnesses of the love made 

known to us in your Son. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 



Let us pray for those who do not believe in God. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you created humanity so that all may long to know you and find peace 

in you. Grant that all may recognize the signs of your love and grace in the world and in the lives of 

Christians, and gladly acknowledge you as the one true God. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

Let us pray for God's creation. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you are the creator of a magnificent universe. Hold all the worlds in the 

arms of your care and bring all things to fulfillment in you. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Let us pray for those who serve in public office. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you are the champion of the poor and oppressed. In your goodness, 

give wisdom to those in authority, so that all people may enjoy justice, peace, freedom, and a 

share in the goodness of your creation. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Let us pray for those in need. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new courage to those who have lost 

heart. Heal the sick, comfort the dying, give safety to travelers, free those unjustly deprived of                    

liberty, and deliver your world from falsehood, hunger, and disease. Hear the prayers of all who call 

on you in any trouble, that they may have the joy of receiving your help in their need. We ask this 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 

in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 

yours, now and forever. Amen. 


