
Easter Sunday
Sunday, April 4, 2021  10:30 a.m.

“Touched by the Gospel, we seek to be instruments of God’s Peace, 

for the sake of the World.”

Welcome in the name of Christ! We are glad to have you as part of our community this morning. Your

presence makes our celebration even more joyful!

Thank you for joining us for worship today. May God bless you and give you peace this week.

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP
Worshipers responses in bold

Music for the Beginning of Worship
“Bell Tree Introit #1” by Dale Jergenson

Kim Lawrence, Karen Clyne, Linda Isakson, Wade Lawrence



“King of Kings”
by Brooke Ligertwood, Jason Ingram & Scott Ligerwood, arr. by Dan Galbraith

Worship Team

1) In the darkness, we were waiting without hope, without light. ‘Till from heaven you came
running, there was mercy in your eyes. To fulfill the law and prophets to a virgin came the

Word. From a throne of endless glory, to a cradle in the dirt.

Refrain: Praise the Father, praise the Son, praise the Spirit, three in one.
God of Glory, Majesty. Praise forever to the King of Kings.

2) To reveal the kingdom coming and to reconcile the lost, to redeem the whole creation, you
did not despise the cross. For even in your suff’ring, you saw to the other side. Knowing this

was our salvation. Jesus for our sake You died. 
Refrain

3) And the morning that you rose, all of heaven held its breath, ‘til that stone was moved for
good, for the Lamb had conquered death. And the dead rose from their tombs, and the

angels stood in awe, for the souls of all who’d come to the Father are restored. (no refrain)

4) And the church of Christ was born, then the Spirit lit the flame. Now this gospel truth of old
shall not kneel, shall not faint. By His blood and in His Name, in His freedom I am free, for

the love of Jesus Christ who has resurrected me. 
Refrain

Welcome

Woman 1: We were there when they arrested him.
Congregation: We denied we knew him.
Woman 2: We were there when they crucified him.
Congregation: We ran away because we were afraid.
Woman 3: We were there when they buried him.
Congregation: We could not bear the sorrow.

Woman 1: We were there early on the first day of the week, 
taking spices to anoint his body.

Congregation: We were worried about which of us would be next.
Woman 2: We were there to bear witness to the empty tomb

and hear the words of the messengers.
Woman 3: Why do you look for the living among the dead? 

He is not here, but has risen.
Congregation: And when you told us your tale, we did not believe.

Woman 1: But we know our God is the God of new life,
Woman 2: the God of resurrection and second chances.
Woman 3: The God of forgiveness and reconciliation, 

who breaks the chains of sin and death!
Congregation: Break open our hearts, O God, to receive you!

Woman 1: We are here to announce once again,
Woman 2: so that you may believe:
Woman 3: Jesus is alive! He’s not in the tomb. He is risen!
All Women: Alleluia, Christ is Risen!
Congregation: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
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Gathering Song “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” No. 365

Greeting
Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
All: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Pastor: The grace of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ,
the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All: And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise “Now the Feast and Celebration” No. 167

Prayer of the Day
Pastor: Let us pray,
All: O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his glorious

resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live
with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Children’s Sermon
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WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD

Scripture Reading Acts 10:34-43

Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone
who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel,
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee
after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with
power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.
We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a
tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were
chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us
to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All
the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
The Psalm will be read by the Cantors. 

Refrain first sung by Cantors, then by all, and thereafter by All as indicated.

Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; God’s mercy endures forever. Let Israel now declare, “God’s
mercy endures forever.”

Refrain

The Lord is my strength and my song, and has become my salvation. Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in
the tents of the righteous: “The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly! The right hand of the Lord is exalted! The
right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!” I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord. The Lord indeed
punished me sorely, but did not hand me over to death.

Refrain

Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them and give thanks to the Lord. “This is the gate of the
Lord; here the righteous may enter.” I give thanks to you, for you have answered me and you have become my
salvation. The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. By the Lord has this been done; 
it is marvelous in our eyes. This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Refrain
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Second Reading  1 Corinthians 15:1-11

Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn
received, in which also you stand, through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that
I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain.

For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in
accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance
with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five
hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. Then he appeared
to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the least
of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I
am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of
them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim
and so you have come to believe.

Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation “Celtic Alleluia”
Virtual Choir

Gospel Reading Mark 16:1-8

The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 16  chapter. th

Glory to you, O Lord.

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that
they might go and anoint [Jesus’ body]. And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they
went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance
to the tomb?” When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back.
As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were
alarmed. But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He
has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he
is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” So they went out and fled from the
tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon Pastor Rachel Laughlin
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Hymn of the Day “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia” No. 364
vs 1, 2, 3, 4
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SERVICE OF HOLY BAPTISM

Presentation
Pastor: God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the sacrament of

baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus
Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the
Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world.

Sponsor: I present Kimberly B for baptism. 

Pastor: Jim, do you promise to nurture Kim in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God's Spirit, and
to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church?

Response: I do.

Pastor: Kimberly, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to be baptized
into Christ?

Response: I do.

Pastor: People of God, do you promise to support Kim and pray for her in her new life in Christ?
All: We do.

Profession of Faith
Pastor: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
All: I renounce them.

Do you renounce the  powers of this world that rebel against God? 
All: I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
All: I renounce them.

Pastor: Do you believe in God the Father?
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Pastor: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
All: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Pastor: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
All: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Thanksgiving at the Font
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Pastor: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word
you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you
delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus'
death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you. Pour
out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the waters of baptism
may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

All: Amen. 

Baptism
Pastor: Kimberly, you are baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.

Pastor: Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and sons
new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.

Laying both hands on the head of the newly baptized, the minister prays for them:

Pastor: Sustain Kim with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both
now and forever.

All: Amen.

The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of each of the baptized. 
Pastor: Kim, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.
All: Amen.

Welcome
A candle is given as the assistant says:
Asst: Jesus said, I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will have the light of life.
Asst: Let us welcome the newly baptized.
All: We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in giving thanks and

praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world.

Prayers of the Church

After “Generous God,” worshipers respond “pour out your love.”

Prayers of Intercession
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Lord’s Prayer
Asst: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Repeat “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” the after The Lord’s Prayer.

Sharing of the Peace
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.
All: And also with you.

Offering
When we give our offerings, we are offering to God a portion of what God has first given us: ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Take a moment to consider the ways God has blessed you this week. Where have you seen
God’s gift of resurrection and new life at work? What can you offer in return for these blessings? 

If you’d like to give a gift in support of God’s work at Prince of Peace, you can give online at
www.popportage.org, contact book keeper Sarah Maurer (bookkeeper@popportage.org) to set up recurring
online giving, use the QR code on the last page of the bulletin to give electronically or mail a check to Prince of
Peace Lutheran Church 1747 W. Milham Ave. Portage, MI 49024. We appreciate your support.

Offering Song “This Is the Day” by Allen PoteVirtual Choir, Piano and Bells

This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made. Let us rejoice, let us rejoice and
be glad in it. This is the day that the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad.

Blessed are they who come in the name, the name of the Lord.

Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter and give thanks. The stone
the builders have rejected has now become the cornerstone. This is the work, the

marvelous work, of the Lord. Let us rejoice, give thanks and sing, God’s love is forever.

This is the day….

I was glad when they said unto me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord!”
Open the gates, the gates of the temple, that I may come to rejoice and sing, give

thanks and bless the holy name of God.

This is the day….

Offering Prayer
Pastor: Let us pray.
All: you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.

Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus
Christ. Amen.
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WE ARE SENT OUT TO SERVE
Announcements
Stay up to date with all the latest community information on our website: www.popportage.org! 

We miss seeing you and talking with you each Sunday in worship. We’d love to hear from you in the comments
on the worship video posts on Facebook or YouTube or via e-mail to any of our individual staff members. Share
the link with family and friends!

Join us in the church parking lot at 1:00 p.m. to welcome new members to our community and to share in
communion!

Final Blessing
Pastor: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. The God

of life, Father, a Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
All: Amen.

Sending Hymn “We Know That Christ Is Raised” No. 449

Dismissal
Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
All: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Pastor: Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
All: Thanks be to God.

Music for the Close of Worship “We Know That Christ Is Raised” arr. David Chewien

11



Today’s Participants

Pastor: Rachel Laughlin
Music: Janet Hill, Sanctuary Choir Members, Bells,

Worship Team
Tech: Mike Whately 
Reader: Kathy Eklov
Prayers: Gail MacNellis

Use this QR code to give electronically to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church.

Jesus Christ Is Risen Today, Public Domain   
Now the Feast and Celebration, Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc.   Permission under OneLicense Annual License A-710485 

Psalm 118, Tune by Richard Proulx, © 1975 GIA Pub, Inc. Permission under OneLicense Annual License A

Celtic Alleluia, Text: Public Domain Music © 1985 Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications, Inc. 
Permission under OneLicense Annual License A-710485 

Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia! Text © 1968 Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
 Tr. © 1977 Howard S. Olson, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  Permission under OneLicense Annual License A-710485 

Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying, Text and music © 1973 Hope Publishing Company. Permission under OneLicense Annual License A-710485 
We Know That Christ Is Raised, Text © John B. Geyer, Music: Public Domain . Permission under OneLicense Annual License A-710485 

All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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