
Grace United Church Eastertide 2021 

Sharing Christ so all will know the forgiveness, love and grace of God. We seek to grow the ministry 
and mission of Christ at Grace, being the hands, feet, voice and heart of Jesus. 

Eastertide is the season after Easter, encompassing the fifty days to Pentecost. 

We have been through challenging seasons, of more than a year of pandemic. We lift up “church is 
people” and not our buildings. While we long to safely gather, we feel God with us always and 
celebrate we are an Easter people. We are not alone! 

Invitation To Reflections 2021 

A short verse, action focus and prayer. 

Day 1 Easter Sunday April 4 Worship with your congregation, livestream/on-line, and join with them 
in the reading of Scripture and prayers. As you end your time of worship, however you have gathered, 
ask how God is calling you to respond to the Easter message.  

Day 2 Monday April 5 Matthew 28:6a “He is not here for He has been raised.” Pray for communities 
of faith, fear for the pandemic effects and for the challenges of patiently waiting to safely gather. We 
thank you, God, for our faith.  

Day 3 Tuesday April 6 Matthew 28:7b “He is going ahead of you to Galilee.” Offer gratitude Jesus 
is always with us, blessing us and companioning us on our journey through the joys and challenges. 
Help me be faithful, to notice God’s presence and respond in gratitude and thanksgiving.  

Day 4 Wednesday April 7 Matthew 28:8 “They left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran 
to tell his disciples.” Gladly bear witness to your faith.  Help me model my faith and share it with 
words to others. Increase my comfort to share about you to engage the community. 

Day 5 Thursday April 8 Mark 16:6 “Do not be alarmed. Jesus of Nazareth who was crucified has 
been raised.” Seek to know the calmness and peace of God. Help me trust you God.  

Day 6 Friday April 9 Mark 16:4 “The stone that was very large has been rolled back.” Live in the 
strength and power of God, and not only in your own resources. When I am weak, O Lord, you are 
strong. 

Day 7 Saturday April 10 A day of rest. Reflect on the freedom that is ours and celebrate noticing 
God in your life.  

Day 8 Sunday April 11 Worship with your congregation and join with them in the reading of Scripture 
and prayers. As you end your time of worship, however you have gathered, ask how you are being 
called to action. 

Day 9 Monday April 12 Luke 24:5B “Why do you look for the living among the dead?” Support 
ministries that are reaching those who are marginalized in the community. I praise you, O God. Help 
me make a difference.  

Day 10 Tuesday April 13 Luke 24:35a “Then they told what had happened on the road.”  Share a 
meal (virtually works) with another. Intentionally listen and discover new and surprising learning. 
Thank you, Jesus, for walking alongside us in this life's journey.  

Day 11 Wednesday April 14 Luke 24:29b “Stay with us.” Make a place in your life, in your home, in 
your schedule, for Jesus. Prioritize this time in your day. Help me have the balance I need O Lord. 



Day 12 Thursday April 15 Luke 24:30b “He took bread, blessed it and broke it and gave it to them.” 
Receive the eucharist as a symbol of God's grace. Offer thanks for your food and mindfully eat and 
appreciate this blessing. Sustain us and help us be grateful. Give us this day our daily bread.  

Day 13 Friday April 16 Luke 24:39b “Touch me and see. For a ghost does not have flesh and 
bones.” Take care of your body. It is God’s temple. Be active and give thanks. Help me take the care 
I need and to notice Jesus in the face of others. 

Day 14 Saturday April 17 A day of rest. Reflect on the gift of music in our lives. Play some favourite 
music that will make your heart sing!  

Day 15 Sunday April 18 Worship with your congregation and join with them in the reading of 
scripture and prayers. As you end your time of worship, however you have gathered, ask how are 
you being called to action.  

Day 16 Monday April 19 John 20:19b “Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” Offer the peace of Christ, in concrete ways, to others. Loving God, make me an instrument 
of your peace. 

Day 17 Tuesday April 20 John 20:22 “He breathed on them and said, “receive the Holy Spirit.” Take 
deep breaths, inhaling and exhaling. Remember that God's Spirit/Breath sustains you. Fill me with 
your Spirit, O God.  

Day 18 Wednesday April 21 John 20:21b “As the Father has sent me so I send you.”  Imagine that 
Jesus is sending you into a particular situation today. Where might that be? I thank you, Lord Jesus, 
for the promise that you are always with me.  

Day 19 Thursday April 22 John 20:27 “Jesus said to Thomas, “Reach out your hand and put it into 
my side.” Consider how the body of Christ is wounded in our world, to people and creation. How can 
you be an agent of reconciliation and peace? I pray for our world, O God, that all people might be 
made whole.  

Day 20 Friday April 23 John 20:29b “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to 
believe.” Take a step in faith and trust today, a step that involves some risk. Risk faith and dare hope! 
I cannot always see you, God, but I know that you are present.  

Day 21 Saturday April 24 A day of rest. Remember that life is a gift! Count your blessings. Reflect 
on the gifts that enrich your life.  

Day 22 Sunday April 25 Worship with your congregation and join with them in the reading of 
Scripture and prayers. As you end your time of worship, however you have gathered, ask how you 
are called to action.  

Day 23 Monday April 26 Matthew 28:18 “Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and 
on earth have been given to me.” Live under the authority of Jesus. Take time to receive God’s 
guidance in your life. Not my will, O Lord, but your will be done.  

Day 24 Tuesday April 27 Matthew 28:19a “Jesus said, “Go and make disciples.” Pray for all those 
who are working with children and youth, for families, teachers and leaders impacting our young 
people. Support their ministries. Teach me your ways, O Lord. Show me your paths.  

Day 25 Wednesday April 28 Matthew 28:19b “Make disciples of all nations.” Pray for Global 
Partners In Faith (GPIF), ministries to Honduras. Perhaps order some gift cards to support our global 
outreach. Look at the pictures on our website and offer thanks. O Lord, receive our prayers.  



Day 26 Thursday April 29 Matthew 28:19c “Baptising them in the name of the Father, of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.” Give thanks for your baptism. Renew me, O God.  

Day 27 Friday April 30 Matthew 28: 20a “Teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded 
you.” Listen to the teachings of Jesus. Share a favourite Bible story. Help me always be open to 
learning O God.  

Day 28 Saturday May 1 A day of rest. Devote some time to silence and solitude, to acts that help 
you deepen your relationship with God. Open your heart and mind to peace.  

Day 29 Sunday May 2 Worship with your congregation and join with them in the reading of Scripture 
and prayers. As you end your time of worship, however you have gathered, ask how you are called 
to action.  

Day 30 Monday May 3 Matthew 28:20b “I am with you always.” Live in the assurance that Jesus 
walks beside you today. Keep before me the truth, O Lord, that I am never alone.  

Day 31 Tuesday May 4 Luke 24:44b “Everything written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets 
and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” Trust in the teachings of Jesus. Let me believe the truths evidenced 
in my life, in your message, O God. 

Day 32 Wednesday May 5 Luke 24:45 “Then He opened their minds to understand the scriptures.” 
Study the endings of each of the four Gospels (Matthew 28; Mark 16; Luke 24; John 20-21). Open 
my mind and heart, O Lord. Let me receive and respond to your wisdom in my life.  

Day 33 Thursday May 6 Luke 24:46b-47a “The Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on 
the third day and repentance and forgiveness of sin is to be proclaimed in His name.” Confess the 
wrong doings that separate you from those you have offended and ask and accept forgiveness. Help 
me trust in your forgiveness, as I am forgiven by others and I forgive those who have hurt me. 

Day 34 Friday May 7 Luke 24:49b “Stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from 
on high.”  If you are not sure about the next step in your life, wait, and give time to prayerful 
discernment. Your ways are not my ways, O God. Your plans are not my plans. Give me patience.   

Day 35 Saturday May 8 A day of rest. The Risen Christ greets you with a command: "Do not be 
afraid" (Matthew 28:10). Let go of your fears, and trust in this promise.  

Day 36 Sunday May 9 Worship with your congregation and join with them in the reading of Scripture 
and prayers. As you end your time of worship, however you have gathered, ask how you are called 
to action.  

Day 37 Monday May 10 John 21:12 “Jesus said to them “Come and have breakfast.” Support a 
hunger ministry like One Roof, or a food bank.  For those who hunger, give bread. For those who 
have bread, give a hunger for justice and righteousness.  

Day 38 Tuesday May 11 John 21:15b “Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Do you love me?” Extend Christ’s 
love through you today, with a random act of kindness and compassion. Increase my love for you, 
O God, and expand my love for my neighbor.  

Day 39 Wednesday May 12 John 21:16c “Jesus said to him “Tend my sheep.” Who can you show 
care and concern for today? Be the hands, feet, voice and heart of Jesus. Give me compassion, O 
God, for those in need.  

Day 40 Thursday May 13 – The Day of Ascension Acts 1:9b “As they were watching, he was lifted 
up.” Trust God’s love for you and presence in your life. Help me not be discouraged, O God, when 
the world seems to be in a perpetual state of crisis.  



Day 41 Friday May 14 Acts 1:6b “Lord is this the time when you will restore the kingdom?” Live 
faithfully each day, committed to doing and being your best. This is the day that you have made, O 
God. Let me be glad and rejoice in it.  

Day 42 Saturday May 15 A day of rest. Remember that Jesus is the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end, the first and the last (see Revelation 22:13). Trust God.  

Day 43 Sunday May 16 Worship with your congregation and join with them in the reading of 
Scripture and prayers. As you end your time of worship, however you have gathered, ask how you 
are called to action.  

Day 44 Monday May 17 Acts 1:8 “You will be my witnesses.” Share your faith experience truthfully 
and humbly with someone else today, intentionally engaging the community. Give me the confidence 
that you are speaking through me, O Lord, when I speak about you.  

Day 45 Tuesday May 18 Acts 1:8 “You will be my witnesses in Samaria.” Share conversation, read 
an article, or listen to a podcast where viewpoints are different from yours. Explore growing edges 
and give thanks for uniqueness and diversity. You are the Lord. Help me live and love as Jesus did, 
with equity for all, increasing my comfort and learning.  

Day 46 Wednesday May 19 Acts 1:8 “You will be my witnesses to the ends of the earth.”  God's 
love knows no bounds. Pray for peace, hope and healing in our community of faith, locally, nationally 
and globally. Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory. 

Day 47 Thursday May 20 John 14:18 “I will not leave you orphaned, comfortless. I am coming to 
you.” Extend an act of generosity - a visit, a phone call, a text, email, virtual connection, a prayer, a 
personal letter. Help me extend your comfort to someone who is alone today.  

Day 48 Friday May 21 Acts 2:1b They were altogether in one place.” Offer thanks for all sacred 
spaces – places of worship, our homes that have become our sacred space for virtual worship, 
vehicles where we pray, listen to podcasts and in creation. I am glad to find you everywhere O God, 
offering praise to you.  

Day 49 Saturday May 22 A day of rest. Pray for the fruit of the Spirit in your life: "love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control" (see Galatians 5:22-23a).  

Day 50 Sunday May 23 - The Day of Pentecost Acts 2:17b “I will pour out my Spirit...” Pray for all 
places of worship and all people’s spiritual interest and growth. Send your Spirit upon us, O God, 
and raise us up to be Easter people, to the glory of your name. 

The above “Fifty Days of Resurrection Living.” Permission is granted for use within your church 
provided the following credit line is on each copy: from “Easter Services, Sermons, and Prayers” by 
Kenneth H. Carter Jr. Copyright 2007 by Abington Press. Reproduced by permission. 
Adapted for Eastertide 2021, preserving the structure, scripture references and refocused to reflect 
equity and current contexts. 
For use with Grace United Church adapted March 8, 2021 for Eastertide 


