
 

"Come and See!" 
Allan Pole on Saturday evening, April 3rd, 2021 

 

 
 
Theme:  We still have the opportunity to experience Jesus in a life-changing 
way. 
 
Text:  1 John 1:1-4 
 
Here’s a thought:  The more we see Jesus the more we want others to see Jesus 
with us. 
 
I have had the opportunity to see some very interesting places.  Some of them 
have been underwhelming or less impressive than I envisioned, while some 
places have been overwhelming or even more impressive than I envisioned.  
Our family and I visited one such place a number of years ago. 
 
From www.farandwide.com/s/worlds-biggest-waterfalls-7234ae42412d43e6: 

[Considered by some to be] one of the Seven Natural Wonders of the 
World, the famous falls that connect America and Canada near Buffalo, 
New York, and Toronto extend 3,950 feet in width.  The falls deliver 
enough energy to power 3.8 million homes, creating 2.7 million Kilowatts 
on the U.S. side and 2.2 million on the Canadian side. 
 
With its close proximity to major cities, Niagara Falls has been a top 
tourist destination for generations, especially as a honeymoon spot 
[including my parents when they were married in 1951].  Part of the 
waterways that make up the Great Lakes, the falls are found on maps 
dating as far back as 1641. 

 
The Niagara Falls are a sight to behold, and you do not appreciate how big they 
really are until you see them up close with your own eyes. 
 
2,000 years ago, a pretty ordinary looking guy grew up in a town called 
Nazareth in the district of Galilee (Matthew 2:22-23) then moved to Capernaum 
when He was about 30 years old (Luke 3:23).  From that time on Jesus began 
to preach (in Matthew 4:17), “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”  Even 
though He looked pretty ordinary, more and more people realized over time 
that His identity, love, power, message and purpose was and is unlike any 
other person that has walked on planet earth. 

http://www.farandwide.com/s/worlds-biggest-waterfalls-7234ae42412d43e6


 

 
One man who knew Him better than probably any other writes in 1 John 1:1-4: 

1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we 
have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have 
touched - this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2 The life 
appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the 
eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3 We 
proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have 
fellowship with us.  And our fellowship is with the Father and with his 
Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write this to make our joy complete. NIV 

 

We Have Seen Him 
 

 
 
There were a lot of different ideas floating around 2,000 years ago.  Teachers 
claimed they had the inside track on understanding God and Jesus Christ.  
The Apostle John was led by the Holy Spirit to address some of these false 
teachings.  He knew that doctrine is important, but he knew that relationship 
or fellowship is also important.  It is possible to have all our “theological i’s 
dotted and t’s crossed” but be a million miles from God and from people.  Like 
we learn from the Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 13:2, if we can fathom all 
mysteries and all knowledge but have not love, we are nothing.  Salvation is not 
just about what we know but who we know. 
 
Gnosticism included a basket of false teachings that spread throughout the 
early church.  This comes from the Greek word, gnosis, which means 
knowledge.  Gnostics believed that salvation is achieved through knowledge.  
Some were “enlightened” and some were not, leading to a pecking order of 
spirituality in their ranks.  They believed that the unseen realm is more godly 
or spiritual while the physical realm is carnal or fleshly.  They taught that our 
spirits can be awakened and liberated by knowledge while our souls and bodies 
languish here on earth.  As a result of this framework of belief, the Gnostics 
denied the humanity of Christ, even to the extent of denying the reality of His 
human body. 
 
John and the other apostles had three and a half years to see, hear, eat and 
“do life” with Jesus.  John was transformed from a fiery, quick-tempered, “Son 
of Thunder” who wanted to call down fire from heaven on the Samaritans (see 
Luke 9:54) to being known as The Apostle of Love.  According to church 
tradition, John's mother was Salome and according to some traditions, Salome 



 

was the sister of Mary, Jesus' mother, making Salome Jesus' aunt and Jesus 
and John cousins.  John had about 60 years to reflect on what he saw and 
heard when he was with Jesus physically.  A lot had changed since then.  
Starting with some Jews in Jerusalem, the church was growing and spreading 
throughout the Roman Empire as more people chose to embrace Jesus as their 
Lord and Saviour.  The temple in Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans in 
70 A.D. and John wrote his Gospel and letters probably around 90 A.D.  He 
recorded the Book of Revelation probably around 95 A.D. and died at a ripe old 
age at around 100 A.D.  The early church fathers testify that he outlived the 
remaining apostles and that he was the only one to die of natural causes.  
Imagine how John would have felt about the Gnostics denying the incarnation 
of Christ, the Word of God becoming flesh and living among us.  Somebody had 
to say something! 
 
This is a reason why John wrote his letters.  This is why John writes in the 
first chapter of his Gospel, verses 1-5 and 9-14: 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all 
things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 
In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in 
the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it … 9 The true light 
that gives light to every man was coming into the world. 10 He was in the 
world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not 
recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did 
not receive him. 12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in 
his name, he gave the right to become children of God - 13 children born 
not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but 
born of God. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us.  We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came 
from the Father, full of grace and truth. NIV 

 
Imagine, the Word (logos in Greek) through whom the universe was made 
became flesh and lived among us!  Read Genesis 1 and note how often “God 
said” when He created.  God spoke all of creation into existence out of nothing 
(what theologians call ex nihilo) and He “knit us together” in our mother’s 
wombs (see Psalm 139:13).  He spoke through the Law and the Prophets and 
gave us glimpses of His glory for generations but in these last days He has 
spoken to us by His Son (Hebrews 1:1-2).  The Holy Spirit came on a young 
virgin named Mary (Luke 1:35) and the Son of God took up residence in her 
then, nine months later, among us.  At Jesus’ birth and through His childhood 
the curtain of heaven lifted occasionally to give people an idea of who He is, but 
few truly understood His identity. 
 
John and his brother James first met Jesus when He called them to follow 
Him.  They left their fishing boats and nets and started an eventful journey 
that would change their lives forever (Mark 1:19-20).  John and Jesus became 
the best of friends, so much so that he became known as the disciple whom 



 

Jesus loved (John 13:23) and while Jesus was dying on the cross, He left his 
mother, Mary, to John’s care (John 19:25-27).  John records seven (the Hebrew 
number for completeness and perfection as reflected in the seven days of 
creation) miracle stories in His Gospel, but he concludes in John 21:25 that 
the whole world would not have room for the books that would be written about 
all that Jesus did. 
 
Here are the seven miracles recorded in John’s Gospel: 
1. Turning water into wine in Cana (2:1-11) 
2. Healing an official’s son in Capernaum (4:46-54) 
3. Healing an invalid at the Pool of Bethesda in Jerusalem (5:1-18) 
4. Feeding the 5,000 near the Sea of Galilee (6:5-14) 
5. Walking on the water of the Sea of Galilee (6:16-21) 
6. Healing a blind man in Jerusalem (9:1-7) 
7. Raising dead Lazarus in Bethany (11:1-45) 
 
This acronym can help us remember these seven miracles (from 
https://ificouldteachthebible.com/2013/10/19/seven-miracles-in-john): 
 
THE SIGN 
 
T – turning water into wine 
H – healing the nobleman’s son 
E – elevating the lame man 
 
S – supper for 5000 
I – interim on the sea [walking on water] 
G – giving sight to the blind 
N – notification of Lazarus to “come forth” 
 
I can only imagine what went through John’s mind when he saw these signs:  
“Who is this guy?”  I can only imagine what went through John’s mind when he 
saw and heard the revelations of Jesus Christ as he recorded them in the Book 
of Revelation:  “This guy is all that He said He is – and more!” 
 
John saw Jesus transfigured while He talked with Moses and Elijah (Matthew 
17:1-3), he leaned against Jesus while they ate together (John 13:23), he saw 
Jesus sleeping in their boat while a storm blew in (Mark 4:35-38), he saw and 
heard Jesus after He was raised from the dead (John 20:19-20) and he saw 
Jesus ascend into heaven (Acts 1:9).  John spoke from personal experience!  He 
knew who and what he was talking about! 
 
I can cut wood by just looking at it.  It’s true!  I saw it with my own eyes. 
 
I don’t have the long list of experiences with Jesus that John had, but I have 
seen Jesus.  I have not seen Jesus with my physical eyes.  I did not see His 
shadow on the outside wall of Tim Hortons, although I watched a video of it at 

https://ificouldteachthebible.com/2013/10/19/seven-miracles-in-john


 

(https://capebreton.lokol.me/1998-image-of-jesus-appears-at-bras-dor-tim-
hortons-video).  However, I have seen Him through the pages of the Bible, 
through John’s eyes, through the testimonies of those who have gone before me 
and through my own experiences with Jesus.  Most of you can say the same.  
He is not just an historical figure who was a good man, a sound teacher or a 
profound prophet.  Jesus is God with us! 
 
We Have Seen Him 

Come and See Him With Us 
 

 
 
Earlier we read what John writes in 1 John 1:3-4: 

3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may 
have fellowship with us.  And our fellowship is with the Father and with 
his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write this to make our joy complete. NIV 

 
Have you seen or met a famous person?  If you have, what is the first thing you 
want to do?  You want to take a selfie with him or her.  Maybe you want to post 
it on social media.  If you can’t do this, you want to tell other people as quickly 
as you can. 
 
John was a disciple of John the Baptist and he is traditionally believed to be 
one of two disciples (with Andrew) in John 1:35-37: 

35 The next day John [the Baptist] was there again with two of his 
disciples. 36 When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of 
God!” 37 When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. 
NIV 

 
It takes a humble man to tell loyal disciples, “You should follow Him, not me.”  
It takes a hungry man to leave his trusted mentor and follow another teacher.  
John was introduced to Jesus by someone else then he spent the rest of his life 
following Jesus and introducing others to Jesus.  John recognized there is no 
one else like Jesus and he experienced the joy of bringing others to Him.  John 
was so sure of who he saw that he was willing to give his life, if necessary, to 
remain true to Jesus. 
 
J.R.R. Tolkien concluded, "Faithless is he that says farewell when the road 
darkens." 
 
It is said that the Roman emperor Domitian commanded that the apostle John 

https://capebreton.lokol.me/1998-image-of-jesus-appears-at-bras-dor-tim-hortons-video
https://capebreton.lokol.me/1998-image-of-jesus-appears-at-bras-dor-tim-hortons-video


 

be boiled to death in oil, but John only continued to preach from within the 
pot.  Another time, John was forced to drink poison, but, as promised in Mark 
16:18, it did not hurt him.  Thus John, the head [or leader] of the church in 
Ephesus at the time, was banished to [the island of] Patmos.  Two years after 
John’s exile, the emperor Domitian was assassinated, and John returned to the 
church in Ephesus (adapted from 
www.persecutionblog.com/2006/09/boiled_in_oil_b.html). 
 
People share common interests around causes, hobbies, authors, musicians, 
politics and sports teams.  This brings them together in special ways that 
others might wonder about.  Someone has defined fellowship as “two fellows in 
a ship”.  Casual observers do not share fellowship like committed believers.  
The stronger the interest the closer the bond.  You and I have seen Jesus.  The 
more we see Jesus the closer the fellowship or common bond we share with 
each other.  The closer we huddle around Jesus the closer we get to each other.  
The more we see Jesus the more we want others to see Jesus with us.  He is 
just so amazing and we want others to know how amazing He is too! 
 
I want to know Jesus.  I want to make Jesus known.  It is incredible to see Him 
for who He is.  It is also incredible to see others see Him for who He is. 
 
We have seen Jesus.  Would you come and see Him with us? 
 

 
 
Brenda and I live on a hill just north of Calgary, where we can see the skyline 
of Calgary to the south and the Rocky Mountains to the west.  Many times, one 
of us has looked westward and have been awestruck by the beautiful colours of 
a sunset.  Our first instinct is to call to the other, “Come and see!”  Together we 
stare with big eyes and open mouths at this astonishing light show.  What is 
even more astonishing, however, is that the creator and artist came to live 
among us.  He was raised from the dead, He ascended to heaven 40 days later 
and He now lives in our hearts by His Holy Spirit. 
 

We Have Seen Him 
Come and See Him With Us 
 
We still have the opportunity to experience Jesus in a life-changing way. 
 

http://www.persecutionblog.com/2006/09/boiled_in_oil_b.html


 

 
 


