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                   On Boxing Day, 2004, the shoreline of Sri Lanka was devastated by a horrifying  

               and massive tsunami. The unbelievable destruction was caused in just a few minutes.  

            Thousands of homes and livelihoods were wiped out. Over a million people were  

           displaced. Over 31,000 people died. 
 

          In the aftermath and rebuilding efforts, one of the strange discoveries noted was that prior  

         to the tsunami, animals in the wildlife reserves close to the sea had, through their instincts,  

       somehow seemed to sense the danger that was approaching. As a result, they moved to higher  

     ground or further inland & escaped the effects of those massive waves. I am hopeful the beautiful  

              people of this country and her government are also wiser and are better prepared should a similar  

       disaster threaten their shores. 
 

At the writing of this reflection, we are entering Holy Week of the church calendar. I have been thinking about Palm Sunday and  

the events leading up to the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. 
 

How tragic that the people did not recognize God’s time. 
 

Biblical prophecy was being fulfilled right before their eyes. We can refer to Isaiah 62:11 which says, “Say to the Daughter of Zion, 

see, your Saviour comes!”, and to Zechariah 9:9 which says, “See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle 

and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey”. 
 

Many factors about Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem clearly pointed to Him being the Messiah King! Some of them included: 

• He rode a donkey which symbolized royalty. (1 Kings 1:33) 

• Cloaks were spread out on the ground which was a means of paying homage to royalty (2 Kings 9:13). 

• Jesus rode an unused animal (1 Samuel 6:7). 
 

Still, the people missed the signs! We read in Luke 19 that Jesus wept over Jerusalem and referred prophetically to her future     

destruction: 
 

“If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace – but now it is hidden from your eyes … because you did 

not recognize the time of God’s coming to you.” 
 

I wonder if the same could be said for us today. Are we recognizing God’s timing in the world today? Are we preparing for His com-

ing? In what ways are you recognizing God in these days? He is with us! 
 

Oh God, will You, through Your Spirit, transform our hearts! Open our eyes and our ears to Your Word, Your presence and Your 

work amongst us! We do not want to miss the signs. May we be humble enough to receive You, and always be ready to give You 

worship and praise. 
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With the pandemic restrictions still in place, we will be needing to hold Reunion online. The 

schedule will be simplified: 
  

Friday, June 24 

10 am MDT/11 am CDT - 3:30 pm MDT/4:30 pm CDT - Clergy Development Day Online 

  

Saturday, June 25 

1 pm MDT/2 pm CDT - 2:30 pm MDT/3:30 pm CDT - District Reunion with Jurisdictional   

General Superintendent, Dr. David Graves, presiding. 

  

Sunday, June 26 

District Worship Service Online 

  

Elections will be held online. Each local church should elect delegates for Reunion. Delegates 

will receive an email that gives them the opportunity to vote. The emails will be sent out prior 

to Reunion by at least a couple of  weeks, to allow time for another vote, should there be 

ties, etc. Please be aware that a few delegates may require some tech support to access their  

ballot. The results of  the elections will be announced during Saturday's gathering. Also, NMI 

presidents, local NYI directors, and local SDMI directors, as well as all ordained and retired   

assigned pastors are ex-officio delegates to Reunion and will be receiving a ballot. 

  

We are asking all local churches to hold an annual meeting in some capacity. Minutes should be 

taken to show such a meeting occurred. This is to be in compliance with government regulations 

which state non-profits hold an annual meeting. 

District Reunion 2021 

Global Week of Prayer 
Sunday, February 28, the annual NMI Global Week of Prayer began and 
in celebration of the 25th anniversary of this week, materials are available 
in 25 languages, to access click here. Each day will feature a brief video, 
social media posts, and downloadable print resources. Subscribers to the 
Prayer Mobilization Line, will receive an email each day with prayer 
needs and insights. Thank you to the NMI leaders who made these      

resources possible!  Please encourage everyone to like and share our posts on the Facebook and Instagram pages. 

Easter Resources:   
The entire Easter Offering goes to the World Evangelism Fund, which helps with your 5.5% giving. The link below you 
will find downloadable offering materials and a way to donate directly to the World Evangelism Fund through the give 
now button.  Plan now to promote the offering and share what the Church of the  Nazarene is doing to bring the   
message of Christ’s transformational love across the street and around the globe. Thank you for your generosity. 
Easter Offering resources are available in English, French, Korean, Portuguese, and Spanish by clicking  here. 

https://nazarenemissions.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=304f5aa03caa8a6cf9a099547&id=33e2fdffd0&e=c2b07e8b0c
https://nazarenemissions.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=304f5aa03caa8a6cf9a099547&id=2ec16dfb23&e=c2b07e8b0c
https://nazarenemissions.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=304f5aa03caa8a6cf9a099547&id=3ef10e298f&e=c2b07e8b0c
https://nazarenemissions.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=304f5aa03caa8a6cf9a099547&id=9fd4a720dc&e=c2b07e8b0c
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What If ... ? 
Moments with Mark Bane 
 

Have you ever thought about how to share your faith with a friend, family member, or neighbour, and what 

it will take to disciple them? 

Did you know that new church starts are the most effective evangelism approach?  (see book, Church 

Planting for a Greater Harvest, by C. Peter Wagner) 
 

As long as the modus operandi of church planters leans principally into launching worship experiences, the 

prized raw material for such endeavors will continue to be unearthed from someone else’s labor. (Jeff Chris-

topherson, Chief Missiologist and Vice President of the Send Network.) 
 

Let's dream together and consider what effective evangelism can look like today! 

Beginning April 14, 6:30pm MT/7:30pm CT, we will be hosting a 90 minute gathering with Rev. Mark 

Bane, every second month. Mark will be sharing about new ways of doing church, and stories of how God 

is still calling people to Himself.  

Everyone, pastors and congregations, are welcome to join us online. We will be hearing a few moments of 

teaching from Mark and will then open the time for Q & A. 

I am certain you will be encouraged and inspired through what is shared and dreamed together. 

 

Mark Bane currently serves in a few capacities in the Church of the Nazarene. 

1. Director of Evangelism & New Church Development for the USA/Canada region of the Church of the 

Nazarene since 7/10/2016. 

2. Mark started (in 2018) and is leading an urban core Church planting network TLC (Total Life Church of 

the Nazarene) visioning to plant 203 Urban Core Churches in 203 urban areas in North America. 

3. He has just begun working with the Central Florida District Church of the Nazarene to help establish 

new churches and begin another start in Jacksonville. 
 

Mark's life mission is "win as many people to Jesus as possible, then die." 

 

Mark and his wife, Cheryl, have been happily married for over 36 years; and have two adult children, Katie 

(Mike) Finn of Missouri, and Kelley (Jeff) Rossmann of Georgia. 

Why not read the following article in preparation for our first Moments with Mark?  
 

The zoom link for April 14 meeting is: 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83864470493?pwd=R2Z3alNPb0doNlByYk5xV1ZGaHZtUT09 

 

Meeting ID: 838 6447 0493 

Passcode: 643742 

One tap mobile 

+14388097799,,83864470493#,,,,*643742# Canada 

+15873281099,,83864470493#,,,,*643742# Canada 

 

Dial by your location 

        +1 438 809 7799 Canada 

        +1 587 328 1099 Canada 

        +1 647 374 4685 Canada 

        +1 647 558 0588 Canada 

        +1 778 907 2071 Canada 

        +1 204 272 7920 Canada 

Meeting ID: 838 6447 0493 

Passcode: 643742 

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdrdfC7lG5 

https://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2018/august/how-evangelistically-effective-is-church-planting.html
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83864470493?pwd=R2Z3alNPb0doNlByYk5xV1ZGaHZtUT09


 

 

with 

Rev. Sheri Lynne  

Martin 
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VBS/Summer       

Ministry Strategizing 

Meeting taking place 

on May 17 @ 7 PM, 

MDT, or 8 PM CDT.  

All are welcome!   

Chef Noah    
enjoying his 

Bumpy       
Pancake at the 
Shrove Tuesday 
Pancake Party 

Thank you! If you 

have questions, don't 

hesitate to call or 

email. 

cwdkids@telus.net for 

Sheri Lynne 

trherbert@gmail.com for 

Tammy 

equiproengage.org/coaching 

mailto:cwdkids@telus.net
mailto:trherbert@gmail.com
equiproengage.org/coaching


 

Books, Books, Books 
 

Dr. Larry Dahl is working on the process of  downsizing his library. He would 
gladly send out to anyone who wants them – rather than put them in recycling: 
 

• 2 Volume Calvin’s Institutes (like new!) 

• 3 Volume The Writing of  James Arminius 

• 6 Volume – Greatest Holiness Classics (Beacon Hill) 
• 3 Volume – Exploring Christian Holiness (Beacon Hill) 
• 3 Volume – Christian Theology by H. Orton Wiley  
• 1 Volume Vines Expository Dictionary of  NT Words 

• 9 Volume The World’s Greatest Sermons (copyright 1908) It was originally a 10 volume set – but the 
10th (W – for Wesley, Wycliffe, etc) is missing.  
• 1 Analytical Greek Lexicon 

• 1 Parsing guide to the Gk NT 

• 1 Greek-English Lexicon of  the NT.  
• Religion and Everyday Life – J.B. Chapman 

• Foundations of  Doctrine Harry Jessop 

• Spirit Filled  D. Shelby Corlett.  
 

You can email him at lrdahl@telus.net and arrange a transfer. 
 
 
 
The late Rev. Chris Cornish had some great books 
during his ministry in his library that are in need of  a 
new home. 
 
They include some John Wesley books, Matthew    
Henry's commentary and some other reference books. 
As well there were many District Minutes books that 
provide church history. The books can be seen in the 
photos to the right. 
 
If  would like to add any of  these to your      
library, please send an email to Keith  
Cornish (kemac2@telusplanet.net)  
 

Books, Books, Books 
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7 CWD Leaders had a blast at Spark on March 6! You didn't make 
it...NO PROBLEM you can catch the next one on April 24. 

Harmattan Family Camp Committee Announcement 
There is an update regarding a recent change in leadership for our 

Harmattan Family Camp Committee. 

 

A deep sense of gratitude is extended to Val Friesen for her strong 

and steady leadership these past nine years. Val has stepped aside 

from chair of the Harmattan Family Camp Committee, effective 

March 22, 2021. Val has done much to develop the committee and 

provided much-needed structure to the ministry of Family Camp. 

She is a great recruiter for workers and is a cheerleader for her 

committee members.  
 

Jenn Tattrie has been appointed to take over the role of chair. 

Jenn has been attending Camp Harmattan for 37 years, is          

enthusiastic, and is a supporter of Family Camp ministry. She is 

well respected as a leader and is one to roll up her sleeves when 

there is work to be done. Jenn holds a local minister's license from 

Calgary Skyview Church and works with Calgary Library Services 

as a Library Experience Supervisor. Fun fact - she has recently  

become a fan of Formula One! (good thing we posted those speed limit signs at camp!).  
 

Val has given a detailed to-do list and there is still work to be done! Jenn is looking forward to         

preparing for a week that is sure to be different as we navigate pandemic restrictions for the second 

year in a row. I encourage you to warmly welcome Jenn in this new role and offer her our full support. 
 

Rose Brower-Young 

District Superintendent, 

Canada West District Church of the Nazarene  6 



On May 15, Dr. Scott Rainey our Global SDMI Director came to the Canada West       

District to explain the Journey of Grace to us.  If you missed it…it’s okay we have the 

recordings. 

 
Explanation of the Journey of Grace Methodology: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z5dxmKD4WdU 

 
Explanation of the Journey of Grace Resources: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Kc8CLtjaWU 
 

Youth Curriculum: Link 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Kc8CLtjaWU
https://mcusercontent.com/ccdc2714caa92d16fc38ecd9c/files/efa1cc0d-0013-47c8-8976-d3d782129d70/Journey_of_Grace_Youth.pdf


Job Opening 
 
 
 
 

Southside Church of the Nazarene in Edmonton AB are looking to hire a Family Pastor on a Part-
Time basis. 
 

Ministry Duties for this role are 
• To Spiritual care for our young families. (Such as visitations and offering resources for parents to aid discipleship 

in the family etc.). 
• One on one and group discipleship/Bible study for pre-teens/teens. 
• Organize Children’s Sunday School, teach in both classes (one class per month) and recruit/equip volunteers. 
• Take time for Preparation and Administration for the role. 
• Take the lead in regards to Child protection policies. 
• Lead and organize a kid’s midweek community club. 
• During the summer months- Pastoral Visit with kids, teens during school holidays, VBS possibilities, community 

outreach involving kids/teens. 
 

Requirements 
• Minimum post-secondary level education at a diploma level or higher required in a relevant field. Or currently 

in a course of study. 
• Combination of candidate experience/ training qualifications may be considered as equivalent for meeting edu-

cation criteria. 
• Verifiable references must be provided. 
• Staff members must be in agreement with and willing to adhere to the values and beliefs of the Church of the 

Nazarene as stated in the “Articles of Faith” and “Covenant of Christian Conduct” of the Church of the Naza-
rene. 

• Must be able to fulfill and willing to administer the requirements of the Abuse Prevention Policy of the Southside 
Church of the Nazarene (Policy will be provided to all applicants). 

 

Assets 
The following are not required but would be counted as assets in considering candidates for this ministry position. 
• Previous experience in ministry leadership roles, education or equivalent leadership context would be an asset. 
• Experience working with young people. 
• Experience working with volunteers. 
• Administrative abilities/experience. 
• Ability to listen, have a teachable attitude. 
• Can respond to authority and direction from supervisors. 
• Able to work in a team environment. 
• Able to prioritize time and manage multiple ministry demands. 
• The ability to communicate effectively verbally, and in writing. 
• Proficiency with various technologies including both hardware and software application. 
 

If interested, please email pastorjonny@southsidenazarene.ca for more information regarding this 
position. This advert will be closed once a suitable candidate is found. 
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On March 7th, The Bridge Community Church of the 

Nazarene had their first service in their new building! 

Please continue to pray for Rev. Mark Noonan and the 

church as they settle into their new home and minister to 

the community around them. 

Welcome Home Welcome Home 
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Greetings from Camp Harmattan – 
 
There is certainly less snow and more grass showing than a few weeks 
ago. The warmer weather has brought a level of excitement and       
expectation as we look towards the summer. 
 
Hopefully, by now, you have seen the exciting plans that we have laid 
out for summer. These plans involve not only student/child camps but 
whole family experiences. All of the information is on our website at 
campharmattan.com 
 
On April 15, we will be releasing information about the “Harmattan 
Hustle” which is the brand new name for the Harmattan Walk-a-thon. 
There will be a wealth of information coming out which will include a 
new race route, new races and new ways to make it a day at Camp   
Harmattan. We want you to get a head start on all the plans that you 
need to make so we are releasing this information super early. 
 
There is still time to get your children and students registered for a 
summer that is like no other. Camp Harmattan has been able to       
navigate safely and strategically through the COVID pandemic and we 
feel confident that we will be able to offer more than we did last sum-
mer. I would encourage you to check out our day camp line-up as well as 
our limited overnight camp offerings. 
 
We are here to help you – if you have any questions, please do not   
hesitate to reach to us in the office or by emailing me at: 
matt@campharmattan.com. We are here to help you make the right  
decisions this summer for your children and your family. 
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Camp Harmattan 
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Camp Harmattan 
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Caitlin's Story 
by Stephanie Hudson 

 

I was in and out of 

prison so many times, 

it started to feel like 

home. I knew the 

drill. I knew where 

my next meal would 

come from. I knew I 

had a place to sleep 

and where I slept. I 

knew I had routine 

and at least some form of safety and stability. But out there is where the wolves hid in shadows just waiting for 

their moment. Out there was hard, uncertain, and a breeding ground for destruction. Whenever I would go back 

to prison, it was like a vacation for me. 

 

Some vacation, right? But in there were my sober thoughts and the knowledge of where I was truly at in life… 

nowhere. I was known for gun charges, theft, and criminal flight with multiple charges stacked up against me. My 

dad once said he would avoid watching the news because he was scared he’d see his little girls face staring back at 

him...again. I was that person. I lived a high-risk lifestyle, and I didn’t give a crap about anything or anyone. My 

addiction took so much from me. My job, my possessions, my friends, my family, my dignity. It took it all and I 

was left a sad little soul with dark hollow eyes, desperately trying to avoid what I knew needed to be done – look 

inside and heal. 

 

Before coming to Rising Above, I went on another vacation (prison). This time, for 4 months. I had a lot of time 

to think in there and prepare for the hard work that awaited me. Recovery. I was so scared. I kept thinking to 

myself “how am I ever going to deal with all this shame and guilt?” I had to mentally prepare. “I have nothing to 

lose. Literally nothing to lose! Just everything to gain.” “I am tired of having nothing and being no one.” I had to 

come to the realization that it was not who I was hanging out with and who I was living with that was the prob-

lem. I was the problem and I needed help. 

 

The turning point for me was when God entered my life. I was skeptical of being brainwashed by faith, but if any-

thing, it has given me hope and a peace that is hard to explain. Once I started trusting God and putting my hope 

in Him, that is when the change started happening. I am left knowing that even if I get sent back to prison, God 

will be coming with me this time and He will guide my steps. For the first time in my life, I know I am loved, and 

I know that I am worthy. Yes, I did what I did, and I own that. But I also know I am forgiven! I will just keep 

trusting God to carry me up and up and up and give me the strength and courage to overcome any obstacle that 

comes my way. 

 

I am Caitlin, and I am Rising Above. 

 

To find more stories about people like Caitlin and to see the great work that Rising Above is doing, go to 

www.risingabovegp.com 

Caitlin's Story 

https://www.risingabovegp.com/
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The Guarantee  
With playoff hockey right around the corner, it seemed fitting to look 

back on a memorable hockey moment and player from the past. 

When the discussion of ‘who is or was the greatest leader in hockey’ 

comes up, the name that is often mentioned in that conversation is 

Mark Messier. There is no doubt that he fits the description of leader. 

His 1887 career points rank third (as of 2018) in the NHL all-time scor-

ing leaders. He is the only captain in NHL history to lead two different 

teams to Stanley Cup championships (Edmonton Oilers & New York 

Rangers) and even the NHL named their annual Leadership award af-

ter him. It is safe to say that when Mark Messier spoke in the dressing 

room, everyone was listening. That was the case in the 1994 Stanley 

Cup Playoffs when Messier, then a member of the New York Rangers, made a declaration that had the en-

tire hockey world listening. Taking on the rival New Jersey Devils in the Eastern Conference Finals, the 

Rangers found themselves down three games to two and facing elimination going into game six in New 

Jersey. Despite this fact, Mark Messier made a guarantee to his teammates and everyone else that the 

Rangers would win that night. The guarantee made it everywhere including front-page news in New York 

City the morning of game six. 
 

Not only did Mark Messier believe that his team could win the game, he made sure that it came about and 

took matters into his own hands. After trailing New Jersey by a score of 2–1 after two periods Messier him-

self scored a third-period hat trick to rally the Rangers to a 4–2 victory. The Rangers would go on to win 

      game seven at home and would defeat the Vancouver Canucks in 

      the Stanley Cup Finals. Mark Messier’s promise has now become 

      somewhat of a modern day hockey folktale. One would just   

      mention the statement: ‘The Guarantee’ and it would bring up 

      Mark Messier and game six in 1994. 
 

      In our own life, we can be sure that a promise from God will  

      always come true. Our Heavenly Father has shown us throughout 

      scripture that when He promises something, it will happen. Jesus 

      speaks in the gospel of John that when we ask, and it will be  

      given.  
 

      If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you 

      wish, and it will be done for you. This is to my Father’s glory, that you 

      bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. – John 15:7-8 
 

      The wonderful promise that our belief in Jesus Christ and our 

      devotion to Him will not result in our destruction, but in eternal 

      life with Him. Jesus promises that our sins will not keep us from a

       relationship with God, but if we ask for forgiveness, our sins will 

      be forgiven. Not only that, but as the Psalmist says they will be 

      thrown as far as the  East is from the West. This promise is among 

      so many more that God has made and given to  us and will  

      continue to give as long as we have faith to ask. –KMB 


