
Monday, March 15, 2021 

Scripture  John 4:1 – 42 (Summarized) 

 Jesus and his disciples were on their way from Judea back to Galilee, 

which took them through Samaria. They stopped at a well near Sychar and   

Jesus stayed at the well, while the disciples went into the city to buy food.                

A woman comes out to the well at noon. Jesus asks her for a drink. The woman 

is caught off guard by this request, because Jews and Samaritans typically 

don’t interact often. Jesus says that if she knew who was asking for a drink, she 

would be asking him for a drink. This confuses her further because the well is 

very deep and Jesus doesn’t have a bucket. Jesus tells the woman about           

living water. She asks for him to give her this living water, so that she doesn’t 

have to keep coming to the well.  

 Jesus tells her to go get her husband and come back. The woman            

replies that she has no husband. Jesus says that she is correct that she doesn’t 

have a husband. She has had five husbands and currently lives with a man 

who is not her husband. The woman says that she can see that Jesus is a 

prophet and points out the difference it where the two of them worship. Jesus 

tells her that one day people will not worship in either place. She indicates that 

she knows that the Messiah is coming and when he comes, “he will proclaim all 

things to us.” Jesus says “I am he, the one speaking to you.” 

 The disciples return and the woman runs back to the city to tell the other 

people about Jesus. Meanwhile, Jesus is telling his disciples about the work he 

has been sent to do and about “the harvest time” and “how the fields are ripe 

for harvesting.” The people from Sychar at first believe in Jesus because of the 

woman and then they all meet Jesus, listened to him for two days in Sychar, 

and believe for themselves. 
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The Samaritans and the Jews didn’t get along. We are told in John 4:9 that 

“Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.” The two groups have 

different beliefs about where they should worship God. The Jews say the     

temple in Jerusalem, but the Samaritans say it is Mount Gerizim. There are other 

differences in their beliefs as well. However, both Jews and Samaritans are 

“Children of Israel.” The Jews being descendants of the people from the Old 

Testament, who were exiled to Babylon and the Samaritans are the                

descendants of the people who were able to stay in Israel, instead of being 

taken to Babylon.   

Cont. 
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In Jesus’ speech to his disciples about the harvest, Jesus is speaking metaphori-

cally about bringing the Samaritans into the Kingdom of God. The Samaritans 

started off as outsiders, because they were Samaritans, but because of the 

woman at the well telling them about Jesus had said to her, they were able to 

come to Jesus and hear for themselves what Jesus had to say. They believed 

and were no longer outsiders. 

 

Prayer or Thought of the Day 

God of Unity, you made a covenant with Abraham and all of his descendants. 

Show us how you want us to live with people who come from different faith  

traditions. Amen. 
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