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-The Church as proclamation- 

Date:  April 11, 2021 (Easter 2) 

1.  Texts:  Acts 4:32-35; Ps. 133; 1 John 1:1-2:2; John 20:19-31. 

2.  Subject:  ecclesiology. 

3.  Topic:  identifiers of the Church. 

4.  Aim:  encourage, guide. 

5.  Proposition:  “The Church is to be the best proclamation of the gospel.” 

 

OUR CHURCH, OUR PROCLAMATION 

 

 “Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and 

soul…”1  I want such an experience.  “With great power the apostles gave their 

testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them 

all.”2  That’s the way the Church was.  That’s the way the Church is supposed to 

be now. 

 

 I’m not advocating for primitive communism, such as was practiced at 

Jerusalem.  First of all, it was only at Jerusalem and not across the whole Church.  

Secondly, it only lasted for a short period of time. 

 

 But I do want to see a Church that proclaims the faith through tangible acts 

of generosity and kindness.  I want a Church that proves Jesus Christ is the risen 

and ascended Lord of all creation through its very existence as the community of 

compassion and support.  Our Church is supposed to be our first and most 

effective form of the proclamation of the gospel of salvation.   

 

 This won’t be easy. 

 

 Over the past two thousand years the Church has frequently misused its 

position of influence.  Over the past two thousand years we have frequently 

suppressed those who disagree with us.  We have favoured our supporters and 

acted against our competitors.  Our emphasis on maintaining the institution has 

drawn resources away from our proclamation of the gospel.  We have earned the 

mistrust of society, particularly in Europe and North America.  There is a pressure 

wave of disrespect directed at the Church and overcoming that won’t be easy. 

 

 
1 Acts 4:32. 
2 Acts 4:33.   
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 It is further complicated by the reality of our dwindling resources of time, 

energy and money.  With fewer resources it is more difficult to be generous and 

kind.  We are more likely to turn inward and to hoard what we have for ourselves.  

Being the first and most effective proclamation of the gospel will not be easy.   

 

 But we are those who have not seen the resurrected Christ and yet believe.  

Therefore, we are those who have been blessed by Jesus.  This means that the 

grace and power of God have been bestowed upon us.  We are the recipients of 

his holy presence.  Because we believe, God is not working to enter our lives.  

Rather, he is working from within our lives to reach out to others.   

Jesus said to [Thomas], “Have you believed because you have 

seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come 

to believe.”3 

We have been blessed by God. 

 

 That blessing is to empower our life as the Church, as the chief proclamation 

of the gospel of salvation.  That blessing will push us outwards in tangible acts of 

generosity and kindness. 

 

 Of course, we have to cooperate with that blessing.  God grants us the grace 

to share his generosity and kindness, but we have to choose to share them. 

 

 That choice will be made first as we resist the temptation to self-protection.  

Organizations under stress usually cut budgets, fire staff and rationalize 

resources.  Organizations under stress become introverted and focussed on 

survival.  This is exactly the opposite of generosity and kindness.   

 

 Then the choice to cooperate with the blessing of God will come as we 

mimic the life of Christ.  We choose the resurrection life, the renewed life.  We 

live in the reality that we have received the generosity and kindness of God.  We 

become God’s generosity and kindness for others. 

 

 It may seem odd, but this has to primarily take place on a congregational 

level.  First and foremost we are concerned about sharing the generosity and 

 
3 John 20:29.  
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kindness of God as a congregation, not as individuals.  It is the love of God, 

experienced by the Church and then demonstrated to others by the Church, that 

identifies the Church as the Body of Christ.  We mimic the life of Christ in the life 

of the Church.   

 

 Our generosity and kindness are to be tangible and meaningful.  It is not 

enough for us to be generous and kind, we also have to behave generously and 

kindly.  Our community must experience the generosity and kindness of God 

through the words and actions of our congregations.   

 

 This will mean that our generosity and kindness will have to be specific to 

our circumstances.  One congregation can host a soup kitchen with food bank 

because it sits in the middle of town.  Another, on the south side, has to provide 

gift cards for grocery stores or for taxi rides.  One congregation with a second-

hand store distributes tracts and flyers with every purchase, while another does 

an annual “Love Your City” act of kindness campaign.  Generosity and kindness 

are contextual—they fit the specific context in which they occur.   

 

 “Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul…”  

The New Testament Church proved they were believers with one heart and soul 

through their tangible acts of generosity and kindness.  This reality sets up a 

marvelous chain reaction.  We believe and so are saved.  That salvation unites us 

into a single family of God.  Empowered and emboldened by this, we then reach 

out to others in word and in deed so that they may experience the generous and 

kind love of God.  That’s how you and I will be as those first apostles who, with 

“great power…gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and 

great grace was upon them all.”  Isn’t that how we’re meant to be? 

 

 AMEN.   


