
Augsburg Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Sunday, April 11, 2021 ~ Second Sunday in Easter  

Welcome 
 

Greeting  

Alleluia! Christ is risen!  Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

The joy and peace of God be with you all.  
 

Call to Worship 
 

Come and celebrate! Shout joyfully to the Lord, your God!  

Glorify Christ with your praise!  

Everything on earth will worship you; they will sing your praises,  

shouting your name in joyful songs.  

Come and see what our God has done, what awesome things the Lord has done for us!  

Let the whole world bless our God and sing his praise.  

For our lives are in God’s hands, and keeps our feet from stumbling. 
 

Song – That Easter Day with Joy was Bright1 
 

That Easter day with joy was bright; the sun shone out with fairer light 

when, to their longing eyes restored, the apostles saw their risen Lord! 
 

O Jesus, king of gentleness, with constant love our hearts possess; 

to you our lips will ever raise the tribute of our grateful praise. 
 

O Christ, you are the Lord of all in this our Easter festival, 

for you will be our strength and shield from ev'ry weapon death can wield. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

The Readings 

 Psalm 133 

How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity!  

It is like the precious oil on the head, running down upon the beard,  

on the beard of Aaron, running down over the collar of his robes.  

It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion.  

For there the Lord ordained his blessing, life forevermore.        

 

The Word of the Lord 

  

 



 Acts 4:32-35 

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 

claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in 

common. With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the 

Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among 

them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of 

what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had 

need.  

The Word of the Lord 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to John 20:19-31 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 

where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his 

hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to 

them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he 

had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 

forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 

retained.’ 

 

     But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 

Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to 

them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of 

the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ 

 

     A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be 

with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out 

your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, 

‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen 

me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’ 

 

     Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 

written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is 

the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 

Sermon by Bishop Michael Pryse 



Song: Rise O Church2 
 

Rise, O church, like Christ arisen, from this meal of love and grace; 

may we through such love envision whose we are and whose, our praise. 

Alleluia, Alleluia; God the wonder of our days. 
 

Rise, O church, and choose to follow after Christ, though wounded, whole; 

broken shared, our lives are hallowed to release and to console. 

Alleluia, Alleluia; Christ our present, past, and goal. 
 

Rise, remember well the future God has called us to receive; 

present by God’s loving nurture, spirited then let us live. 

Alleluia, Alleluia; Spirit, grace by whom we live. 
 

Service be our sure vocation; courage be our daily breath; 

mercy be our destination from this day and unto death. 

Alleluia, Alleluia; Rise O church, a living faith. 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

Let us Confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 



 

Prayers of the People:   We pray: God of Easter… and respond: Hear our prayer. 
 

Holy Communion3 (only during zoom) 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is right to give praise to you, Jesus Christ, God in human form. 

You summon forth new life, from the silence of the grave,  

and abundant hope, where none was to be found.  
 

Born into obscurity,  

 flesh of our flesh, bone of our bone he came. 

Baptised into solidarity with all who yearn for a better world, 

 flesh of our flesh, bone of our bone he came. 

Identifying the uniqueness in all who were ordinary, 

transforming dead tradition into living faith, 

 flesh of our flesh, bone of our bone he came. 

And then denied by those who followed him, crucified by those who feared him, 

dead, buried, consigned to hell until heaven required his resurrection 

and he arose to redeem all that we had ruined; 

 flesh of our flesh, bone of our bone, him we hallow, whose name is Jesus. 
 

Holy and gracious God present with us now, send in kindness your holy spirit 

to settle on this bread and wine and fill them with the fullness of Jesus. 
 

As we share this food, may that same spirit nourish, cherish and change us 

until through the mystery of your grace, we know ourselves to be 

 flesh of his flesh, bone of his bone and resolve to know and follow Christ forever.  

Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 L: Now Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us; 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will 

be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread, and forgive us our 

sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 

forever.  Amen. 



 

 
 

Benediction  
 

Song – Hallelujah, Jesus Lives4 
 

Hallelujah! Jesus lives! He is now the Living One; 

from the gloomy halls of death Christ, the Conqueror, has gone, 

bright forerunner to the skies of his people, yet to rise. 
 

Jesus lives! Let all rejoice. Praise him, ransomed of the earth. 

Praise him in a nobler song, cherubim of heav'nly birth. 

Praise the victor king, whose sway sin and death and hell obey. 
 

Hallelujah! Angels, sing! Join with us in hymns of praise. 

Let your chorus swell the strain which our feebler voices raise: 

Glory to our God above and on earth his peace and love! 
 

Dismissal   

L: Go in peace. Christ is with us.  C: Thanks be to God. 
 

1 ELW hymn #384 vs. 1 - 3.  In the Public Domain 
2 ELW hymn #548 vs. 2, 3, & 4. Text Susan Palo Cherwien. ©1997 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin Augsburg Fortress. Music: Timothy 

J. Strand.  ©1997 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense #A736240. 
3 written by John L. Bell & Graham Maule. From The Wee Worship Book. ©2015 Wild Goose Resource Group. Reprinted with 

permission under OneLicense #A736240 
4 ELW hymn #380 vs. 1, 4, & 5.  In the Public Domain 

 

                                                 


