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-Partnership with God- 

Date:  April 25, 2021 (Easter 4) 

1.  Texts:  Acts 4:5-12; Ps. 23; 1 John 3:16-24; John 10:11-18. 

2.  Subject:  faith. 

3.  Topic:  faith as partnership. 

4.  Aim:  encourage. 

5.  Proposition:  “We are not alone in our faith—God is with us.” 
 

OUR PARTNER IN THE FAITH 

 

 Do you ever get the feeling that being a Christian is all about following the 

rules and having to do all things well?  It seems that God expects a lot from us 

and it’s up to us to get it done.  Yeah, there is forgiveness if we mess up—usually 

through our inaction—but guilt looms over us as we keenly feel the pressure to 

achieve.  We have to believe.  We have to love and behave justly.  We have to 

proclaim.  It’s all up to us—and we’re sure it won’t be easy.  That’s the way it 

often seems. 

 

 But one of the central truths of the Christian faith is that we’re not alone.  

It’s not up to us.  Not even faith itself is up to us.  Here’s how the faith partnership 

with God actually works. 

 

 We believe in Jesus as Saviour and Lord because God invites us to believe.  

God calls us to himself and we respond.  God asks for permission to move into 

our hearts first, and then we invite him in.  God seeks to enter our lives and then 

we move into his life.  That’s how the relationship of faith is born.   

 

 Once we have responded to God’s invitation, he then calls us to action and 

empowers us to act.  It’s not that we have to get all trained up and then God will 

call us to his service.  Rather, God calls us to service and then equips us to do his 

ministry.  God calls.  God empowers.  We respond.   

 

 And if we should mess up, it’s never as if we have to somehow earn his 

forgiveness.  That forgiveness is there ahead of our failures.  Christ died once and 

for the forgiveness of all sins—even the ones we have yet to commit.  God has 

already forgiven us, and we have only to respond.   
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 God is the senior partner in our faith relationship.  He acts in love, 

righteousness, justice, compassion and forgiveness.  We respond by loving him, 

acting justly, living in compassion and forgiving others.  God acts first.  We 

respond.  That’s how faith works. 

 

 This is exactly how God has always acted.  God was there before creation, 

before he formed us in his own image.  Being created in the image of God we are 

able to respond to God. 

 

 Through the Holy Spirit God summoned prophets and kings to guide his 

people. 

 

 In Jesus of Nazareth God lived the life to which he was calling us. 

 

 You see?  God acts first and has always acted first.  We respond to his call 

and action.  God is there before.  That’s how faith has always worked. 

 

 So, we are not alone.  Even if we should choose to act on our own, God is 

still there, still working from within us, still acting first.  He is the senior partner 

in our salvation.   

 

 This truth has some implications for us. 

 

 It means, for one thing, that God only calls us to that for which he is 

empowering us.  We aren’t able to complain to him, saying, “This is impossible!  

I can’t do this!”  No, God will not call us to something for which he is not giving 

us the strength, guidance and capacity.  God never calls us to failure.   

 

 It also means that we have to stop trying to do it all on our own.  It’s not up 

to us to succeed.  It’s up to us to rely—rely on God’s strength, guidance, insight 

and inspiration.  Remember what Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane? 

And going a little farther, [Jesus] threw himself on the ground 

and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from 

him. He said, ‘Abba, Father, for you all things are possible; 
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remove this cup from me; yet, not what I want, but what you 

want.’1 

Jesus developed reliance on the Father in order to be able to do what God had 

called him to do.   

 

 This doesn’t mean that God only calls us to easy things.  The torture and 

execution of Jesus were not easy.  It does mean that God, who knows us better 

than we know ourselves, knows of what we are capable.  God doesn’t call the 

equipped.  He equips those whom he calls, even if we are called to something 

difficult.   

 

 Lastly, God’s position in the partnership of faith means that we can relax a 

bit.  Let’s let go of the guilt and the pressure to achieve.  Yes, we are responsible 

for our failures in depending on God.  But our goal in life is not to achieve, not to 

succeed.  Our goal is to rely on God for all that we do in his name.  We can breathe 

deeply and in the stillness of our mindfulness, listen for God’s still, small voice of 

encouragement.   

 

 God is the senior partner in our relationship of faith.  This has always been 

his truth, from before creation itself.  This truth reaches out to us from God to 

calm our anxieties and to relieve the burden to succeed.  God acts and we 

respond, as it was in the beginning, is now and ever will be, world without end. 

 

 AMEN.   

 
1 Mark 14:35-36. 


