
 
 

April 18, 2021     -     “End of Days”     -     Mark 13:1-37  
 

OPEN 

 
What is your favorite place?  Do you have a spot that is 
your go-to location for relaxation and refreshment?  The 
strong emotional attachment we can develop for a place 
is called topophilia.  It is understandable to be fond of 
some earthly locale.  But for followers of Jesus, our 
most fulfilling location is heaven! 
 
We have been looking at lessons of following Jesus 
from His teaching, miracles, parables, and development 
of His disciples.  As Jesus came closer to the 
crucifixion, tension was growing. 
 

ANGER of religious leaders – they resented Jesus’ authority and popularity 
 
ANXIETY of the disciples – resisting the narrative that Jesus had to suffer 
 
AGONY of Jesus – wept over Jerusalem’s destiny – see Matthew 23:37-39   

 
Like the disciples, Jesus has promised us concerning His future work – His 
return to take us to heaven.  And this is also hard for us to comprehend.  Today 
we are exploring the Olivet Discourse in Mark 13, which is so named for the 
location of the lecture (see also Matthew 24-25 and Luke 21). 
 
 

DIG 

 
In verses 1-4 we see that the disciple’s anxiety about the temple being 
destroyed bubbled up in the form of a question.  When will this happen?  What 
will be the sign?  Note that Matthew 24:3 includes “…of your coming and of the 
end of the age?”  Herod’s temple stood as the pinnacle of permanence for so 
many Israelites.  It covered one-sixth of Jerusalem.   To hear about the 
destruction of such a prominent edifice whipped up the disciples’ hearts in 
wonder about the end of the age. 
 

In Mark 13 Jesus spoke of this and other “end of days” events.  Based on how 
you view events surrounding Jesus’ return, you will either see much of Mark 13 
completed or that more is to come.  I believe that some details that were 
applicable for the era of the early Church, while other details are future. 
 

 
 
To illustrate, think of Golden Ears Mountain.  If you could look at it from a 
certain angle – perhaps from the East or N East – you would not see Blanshard 
Peak and Edge Peak.  From the right angle the two would appear as one – yet 
they are two!  Biblical prophecy often functions this way.  There is an initial 
fulfillment (one peak) in addition to a future one (the other peak).  However, if 
we are not careful, we might only take a look that appears all the material 
belongs only to one era. 
 

 
 
In verses 28-31 is the lesson of the fig tree, which starts to leaf out bringing 
hope that summer is near.  Jesus wants His followers to see indicators of the 
end of the age as a sign of hope not despair.  Yes, some of Jesus’ generation 
would experience distress.  But other aspects herald His glorious return. 
 
Despite the detail, Jesus focused more on instructing His followers to be 
ready than informing His followers with dates and signs.  What are the 
responses we are to have as followers of Jesus today?  There are two… 
 
 

EVENT VERSES FULFILLMENT FUTURE 

Destruction of Temple 1-2 
Titus conquered Jerusalem, 
destroyed temple, 70 A.D. 

Jerusalem attacked 
Zechariah 14:1-2 

Signs of end of the age 3-8 
Deceivers, wars, earthquakes, 

famines, birth pains 
War of Armageddon 
Revelation 16:13-16 

Persecution of believers 9-13 
Witnesses of Christ arrested 

yet Gospel witness 
Great Tribulation 

Daniel 12:1 

Desolating sacrilege 14-20 
Antiochus IV sacrificed pig 

on the altar - 167 B.C.  
The lawless one 

II Thessalonians 2:1-4 

False Christs, prophets 21-23 
Danger of deceiving God’s 
people with signs, miracles 

The Beast 
Revelation 13:11-18 

Return of Son of Man 24-27 
Heavenly upheaval, the Son 

of Man coming in clouds 
Second Coming 
Daniel 7:13-14 

 



FIRST:  Stand Still   
 
Do you like to stand still?  When we are anxious and afraid, that is the last 
thing we are likely to do.  I didn’t sit to watch my kids’ sports – I paced!  
Remember the redemption story of Israel from slavery in Egypt?  Stopped by 
the Red Sea, the Egyptian army caught up.  In Exodus 14:13-14 Moses said… 
 

Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the LORD will 

bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see again.  

The LORD will fight for you; you need only to be still. 

 
Similarly, Jesus has instructed His followers to “stand still” even in the coming 
cataclysmic events of the end of the age.  This flies in the face of our tendency.  
But by the power of the Holy Spirit, we can obey! 
 

• Do not be alarmed or have “mental unease” due to alarm – v. 7 
 

• Do not be anxious or worried or concerned in advance – v. 11 
     
 
SECOND:  Stand Firm 
 
Stand firm is like the military command “stand to” – take up combat positions.  
Standing firm is a common invitation in Scripture – especially in view of end-of-
days trouble (II Thessalonians 2:15). 
 
In II Timothy 2:11-13 we see it in the form of an early Christian hymn.  Bear in 
mind that standing firm is a work of perseverance and endurance which God 
graciously produces in the follower of Jesus. 
 

If we died with him, we will also live with him; if we endure, we will also 

reign with him.  If we disown him, he will also disown us; if we are 

faithless, he remains faithful, for he cannot disown himself. 

 

• Be on guard or “watch out” or “be seeing” – vv. 5, 9, 23 
 

• Be wakeful or “chase away sleep” for we do not know when – v. 33 
        

• Be attentive as in Gethsemane, “watch and pray” (Mtt 26:38,40) – v. 37 
 

• PAUSE   

REFLECT 

 
What is it that alarms you or causes you to fear?  Do you confess and leave 
this with God? 
 
Psalm 46 and 55 are just two that can help focus your thoughts to intentionally 
unload your cares and concerns to God. 

 

In what ways might you be spiritually groggy or even asleep?  How can you be 
more attentive to God’s ways? 
 
In the Olivet Discourse Jesus assured His listeners that they “[did] not know 
when the time will come” (v. 33).  And nor do we.  So, we must take to heart 
the command to “stand still” and “stand firm”. 
 
How do we typically act when we do know what is coming? 
 

• Anxious flurry of activity – for example, gulping 
down dinner because a meeting is about to start. 
 

• Apathetic procrastination – for example, putting 
off an unpleasant task even though it is important.  

 
Are either of these two responses found in your life? 
 

 
 

 


