
Order of service for April 18, 2021   Lakeview United Church  

The Third Sunday of Easter 

Worship Leader: Bryan Tudor 

 

Prelude      

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Call to Worship  (Responsive – words on the screen)   

How joyful it is to celebrate the good news of God’s love!  We are called to be Easter people! 

Shadows cannot claim us!  Fear cannot bind us! 

Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen, indeed!  Amen! 

 

Prayer of Approach  (Unison – words on screen) 

Astonishing God, come to us now, even as your Son came to those first disciples on the shores of 

Lake Galilee.  Speak your peace to our hearts.  Touch us with your Holy Spirit.  Reveal your word, 

that we may hear your message today and live as your disciples in the days and years to come.  In 

Christ’s name, we pray.  Amen. 

 

Opening Hymn: 352 Voices United, I Danced in the Morning (verses 1, 3, 4 and 5) 

 

Earth Day  “To live with respect in creation” 

 

Prayer  (Together – words on the screen) 

 

Creating God, you have called us to be in loving relations with the Earth, living with respect in 

creation, choosing love and seeking justice at all times.  Instead, humankind has often acted badly, 

exploiting natural resources, choosing power and seeking wealth in the present over future 

abundance. 

 

We need your help to fight for a better future!  Help to reawaken in us a love for the Earth that is so 

magnificent that we, with all our creativity and knowledge, could never replicate.   Help to reawaken 

in us a love for creation so passionate that we, despite the personal price and communal cost, would 

still fight for it. 

 

Loving God, help us to deepen our relationships and love for each other so that we can create a 

sustainable and faithful response to the imminent climate crisis.  For the sake of your majestic 

creation and for the love of all our relations, help us to fight for a better future.  Amen. 

 

    ~ Silent reflection ~ 
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Words of Assurance   

 

Hymn: God Created Earth and Heaven 

 

Children’s Time – Blessing the seeds on Earth Day  (Unison on screen) 

  

We sow seeds in God’s good earth, trusting in the promise of hope, compassion and abundant life for 

all.    

We sow seeds in God’s good earth, trusting in the assurance that the dream of God is possible, for a 

creation that is blessed and named good.   

We sow seeds in God’s good earth, praying for all who care for the land and for all who produce the 

food that feeds us.   

We sow seeds in God’s good earth, praying for a just sharing of the abundance that is part of God’s 

creation.   

We sow seeds in God’s good earth, praying that we would learn to walk gently on the earth and so 

preserve it for future generations.   

Loving God, we offer the seeds of the earth and the seeds of our lives, that they might both bring 

blessings. We pray in the name of Christ, who sowed the seeds of transforming love.  Amen. 

 

 

Prayer for illumination  (Unison on screen) 

Prepare our hearts, O God, to accept your Word.  Silence in us any voice but your own, that we may 

hear with joy what you have to say to us this day.  Amen. 

 

Introduction to the Scriptures. 

 

Luke 24:36-48 

 

Music for Reflection: How Great Thou Art    

 

Reflection  -   

 

Hymn: 41 More Voices, O Beautiful Gaia 

 

Prayer of Dedication of the Offering   

 

Offering Music: 34 More Voices, All is Done for the Glory (verse 1, X2) 
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Minute for Mission – The Incredible Difference Your Gifts Make: Bill’s Story  

https://youtu.be/Cs-JTMFt5TE 

 

Prayers and The Lord’s Prayer  (words on the screen) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy names; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn: 242 Voices United, Let All Things Now Living 

 

Commissioning and Benediction  (words on the screen) 

And now may the blessings of God be ours as we leave; the blessing of doubt to be our guide, the 

blessing of peace to calm troubled spirits, and the blessing of friendship to be our companion.  May 

the Risen Christ who appeared to his disciples, come through the locked doors of our hearts and find 

here hospitality and welcome, kindness, peace and love for all.  Amen. 

 

Benediction Response: Risen Indeed!  (chorus, X2) 

 

Postlude 

 

https://youtu.be/Cs-JTMFt5TE

