
 



Parish of St. Laurence, Coquitlam 
April 18, 2021 

EASTER III 

Gathering of the Community 
  All are warmly welcomed to our worship. 

“We must practice the presence of God. He said that when two or 
three are gathered together, there he is in the midst of them. He is 
with us in our kitchens, at our tables, on our breadlines, with our 
visitors, on our farms. When we pray for our material needs, it 

brings us close to his humanity. He, too, needed food and shelter; he, 
too, warmed his hands at a fire and lay down in a boat to sleep.”  

            ― Dorothy Day, The Reckless Way of Love: Notes on Following Jesus

                 

Call to Worship 
Presider Peace be with you.  
All  And also with you.  

Presider Come and see the love God has given to us.  
All  We come seeking what it means to be children of   
  God.  

Presider Come with this hope, that Christ’s presence is real.  
All  We come seeking the Lord.  

Presider Miraculous God,  
  come to us now,  
  even as your Son came  
  to those first disciples  
  on the shores of Galilee.  
All  Speak your peace to our hearts.  
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https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/51777789


Presider Touch us with your Holy Spirit.  
All  Reveal your word,  
  that we may hear your message this day,  
  and live as your disciples  
  in the days and years to come.  
  In Christ’s name, we pray.    Amen. 
             Adapted from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2009, © 2008 Abingdon Press.  
                 Posted on the Worship Elements page of the Ministry Matters website.   

Opening Hymn       Jesus is Risen from the Grave 

 1. Jesus is risen from the grave, 
     Jesus is risen from the grave,  
     Jesus is risen from the grave,  
     alleluia. 

 2. Jesus was seen by Mary,  
     Jesus was seen by Mary,  
     Jesus was seen by Mary,  
     alleluia. 

 3. Peter will soon be smiling,  
     Peter will soon be smiling,  
     Peter will soon be smiling,  

 4.Thomas will stop his doubting,  
    Thomas will stop his doubting,  
    Thomas will stop his doubting,  
    alleluia. 

 5.Jesus will meet his people...  

 6.Jesus is here in bread and wine...  

 7.Jesus will live forever...  
Contributors: Iona Community  Tune: CHILDER Text: © 1989, GIA/Iona Community / WGRG  
  Reprinted under OneLicense A-710159. 
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Collect of the Day     Easter 3 (Luke 24:36-48) 

 Wounded God, 
 disabled and divine: 
 give us faith to perceive you 
 pierced and embodied, 
 standing here among us 
 feeding us forgiveness, 
 beautifully broken; 
 through Jesus Christ, the suffering servant.     Amen. 
            from Prayers for an Inclusive Church; copyright 2009 by Steven Shakespeare. All right reserved. 

Reading - Acts 3:1-20 
One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of 
prayer, at three o’clock in the afternoon. 2And a man lame from birth 
was being carried in. People would lay him daily at the gate of the 
temple called the Beautiful Gate so that he could ask for alms from 
those entering the temple. 3When he saw Peter and John about to go 
into the temple, he asked them for alms. 4Peter looked intently at him, 
as did John, and said, “Look at us.” 5And he fixed his attention on 
them, expecting to receive something from them. 6But Peter said, “I 
have no silver or gold, but what I have I give you; in the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, stand up and walk.” 7And he took him by the 
right hand and raised him up; and immediately his feet and ankles 
were made strong. 8Jumping up, he stood and began to walk, and he 
entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. 
9All the people saw him walking and praising God, 10and they 
recognized him as the one who used to sit and ask for alms at the 
Beautiful Gate of the temple; and they were filled with wonder and 
amazement at what had happened to him. 11While he clung to Peter 
and John, all the people ran together to them in the portico called 
Solomon’s Portico, utterly astonished.  
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12When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do 
you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own 
power or piety we had made him walk? 13The God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has 
glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the 
presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 14But you 
rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer 
given to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised 
from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, 
his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; 
and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in 
the presence of all of you. 17“And now, friends, I know that you acted 
in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 

18In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the 
prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to 
God so that your sins may be wiped out, 20so that times of refreshing 
may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the 
Messiah appointed for you, that is, Jesus,  
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States  
        of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. http://nrsvbibl 

Psalm 4        Lord, Let Your Face Shine On Us  
  Refrain:  
  Lord, let your face shine on us, 
  shine on us, shine on us. 

  2 Answer when I call, faithful God.  
  You cleared away my trouble;  
  be good to me, listen to my prayer.  

  3 How long, proud fools,  
  will you insult my honor,  
  loving lies and chasing shadows? 
  4 Look! God astounds believers,  
  the Lord listens when I call.   Refrain  
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  5 Tremble, but do not despair.  
  Attend to your heart,  
  be calm through the night,  
  6 worship with integrity,  
  trust in the Lord.   Refrain 
 
  7 Cynics ask, “Who will bless us?  
  Even God has turned away.”  
  8 You give my heart more joy  
  than all their grain and wine.  
  9 I sleep secure at night,  
  you keep me in your care.   Refrain 
 Contributors: Marty Haugen Tune: © 2014 GIA Publications, Inc. Text: © 1969,1981,1997, ICEL 
   Reprinted under OneLicense A-710159. 

Gospel Acclamation      Celtic Alleluia 

  Refrain 
  Alleluia, alleluia.Alleluia, alleluia. 
     Contributors: Christopher Walker, Fintan O'Carroll© 1985, Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker.  
              Published by OCP. Reprinted under OneLicense A-710159. 
  

Gospel Reading 
Reader  May God be with you. 
All  And also with you. 

Reader  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ    
  according to Luke. 
All  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Gospel -   Luke 24:36 - 49 

While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them 
and said to them, “Peace be with you.” They were startled and 
terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, 
“Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 
Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and 
see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 
And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 
While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said 
to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of 
broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their presence. Then he said to 
them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 
you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the 
prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their 
minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is 
written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the 
third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You 
are witnesses of these things. And see, I am sending upon you what 
my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been 
clothed with power from on high.”  
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the  United States 

    of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. http://nrsvbibles.org 

Presider The Gospel of Christ. 
All  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Homily The Revered Eric Mason 

Prayers of the People 
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Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in Heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy Name, 
 Thy Kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread 
 and forgive us as we forgive others 
 and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
 For the Kingdom, and the Power, 
 and the Glory are yours forever.    Amen. 
               Contributors: Steve Croskey © 1993, 1999, Steve Croskey. All rights reserved.   
             Used with permission. 

Confession of Faith 
Presider  I invite us now to renew the promise of the    
  faith we share—a faith of hope, resurrection,   
  commitment and grace. Do you believe in God?  
All   We believe in God, the creator of heaven and earth.  
  Maker and sustainer of all life, of sun and moon, of  
  water and earth, of male and female.  

Presider  Do you believe in Jesus Christ?  
All   We believe in God beside us, Jesus Christ, the word  
  made flesh. Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the 
  poor. He was tortured and nailed to a tree. Knowing 
  full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. He  
  descended into the earth to the place of death. the  
  third day he rose from the tomb. He ascended into  
  heaven to be everywhere present. And his Kingdom  
  will one day be known.  

Presider  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  
All   We believe in God within us, The Holy Spirit of   
  Pentecostal fire, Life-giving breath of the Church,  
  She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, Source  
  of resurrection and of life everlasting.  
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Presider The peace of the Lord be with you. 
All  And also with you. 

Hymn       Christ Is Our Peace 

 1.Christ is our peace, 
    Christ is our health, 
    he the true Word, 
    his the true wealth -- 
    gifts to be shared 
    by the simple and poor: 
    peace in your land, 
    peace at your door. 

 2.Peace in your mouth, 
    peace in the hands 
    open to truth, 
    to love's demands: 
    those who would go 
    with Christ also must bleed -- 
    bright is the flower, 
    burst is the seed. 

 3.Who work for peace 
    find the true wealth, 
    who heal the hurt 
    find their own health -- 
    peace will flow on 
    through the hearts that believe: 
    this may we know, 
    thus may we live. 
 Shirley Erena Murray Words © 1992 Hope Publishing Company  
  Reprinted under OneLicense A-710159. 
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The Blessing 
Presider  May God who has redeemed us and made us sons and  
  daughters through the resurrection of Jesus, bestow on  
  you the deep riches of God's blessing.  
All   Amen.  

Presider  May God, who through the water of baptism has raised  
  us from loss into newness of life, make you holy and  
  sacred and united to Christ for ever.  
All   Amen.  

Presider  May God who has brought us out of bondage into true  
  and everlasting freedom, bring you to deeper into life. 
All   Amen.  

Presider  And now may the blessing of the God of Abraham and  
  Sarah; and of Jesus born of our sister Mary; and of the  
  Holy Spirit who broods over Creation like a Mother  
  over her children; be upon us and remain with us   
  always.  
All   Amen.  

Sending Out into the World 

Dismissal  
      Love wholeheartedly. 
      Live as you were created. 
      Be God’s people in our fragmented world.    Amen.         
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FIRST READING 
This is a fiercely confrontative and therefore dangerous moment. 
Notice Peter's self distancing in the opening phrase “You 
Israelites”. Notice too,  the bitterness of  Peter's pointing to the 
rejection of Jesus “even though Pilate had decided to release him.” 
Peter's tone escalates even further.. "You rejected…you asked for a 
murderer…you killed the Author of life." For some reason Peter 
softens his tone. It’s possible that John tried to calm things down 
before any more damage was done. Peter uses the word “friends" 
for the first time. He acknowledges that his listeners "acted in 
ignorance - as did your rulers.”  But then his tone hardens again. 
“God fulfilled... that his Messiah would suffer!” Repent therefore, 
and turn to God…”  

This address comes out of Peter’s intense grief, not to mention his 
own role in denying Jesus. This uncompromising tone will have to 
change as the new movement seeks to present itself to the 
surrounding society. As well, that surrounding society will begin to 
push back…Even after twenty one centuries Christian faith still 
seeks the most helpful ways in which it can approach modern 
society.  

THE PSALM 
The poet says something very contemporary for us. “Many are 
saying - O that we might see better times.” How familiar that 
sounds for us. Notice how the tone changes from here on. It would 
seem that the very act of turning to God becomes itself a source of 
grace and hope. “You have put gladness in my heart”. Beyond the 
struggles in our daily affairs, our successes and failures in personal 
and professional life, we can find a mysterious grace and peace in 
our relationship with God.  
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THE SECOND READING 
"See what love the Father has given us". So begins this letter from 
John. He is saying that the mark of a christian community is the 
quality of love among its members. In one sense this sounds 
obvious to us, but we also know how deep the divisions and 
alienations of church life can be, not to mention an individualism 
that constantly asks - what do I get out of this? However, far from 
dismissing us with contempt for these all too human traits, John 
points us to something very encouraging. He writes “What we 
will be has not yet been revealed.” He's telling us that our 
spirituality, faulty and unworthy though it may sometimes be, is 
not a fixed state but a process, a growing. We are called to keep 
growing spiritually.  

THE HOLY GOSPEL 
"They thought they were seeing a ghost. Jesus says - A ghost does 
not have flesh and bones as you see that I have”. This wonderful 
moment points to some truths important for us today. For many 
people Christ is a kind of ghost - a historical memory, a figure in a 
tradition, but essentially unreal. We need to remind ourselves that 
there are realities available to us to give form and substance to the 
reality of Jesus. In this passage Jesus first points the disciples to 
themselves. The new community is now His Body the CHURCH. 
Then he shares food with them, a sharing that for us has become 
SACRAMENT.  Then he points them to the SCRIPTURES. 
Lastly he says “You are witnesses of these things”. The simple but 
also awe inspiring fact is that each of us who has chosen to make 
Jesus Lord in our lives, is, him or herself, a witness to Jesus being 
a contemporary reality.    

Herbert O’Driscoll 



Jesus himself stood among them 
         and said to them, "Peace be with you." 
         They were startled and terrified, 
         and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 
                  —Luke 24. 36-37

 Still after all the proof and rehearsals 
 you startle me. 
 When I'm forgiven, 
 or given the opportunity to forgive, 
 when my wounds shrink under your hand, 
 when the long unmapped road of grief 
 leads into a gentle meadow, 
 I'm not sure what I'm seeing is real. 
 When you stoop into the wreckage of my life 
 and reach out to take my hand, 
 when I have betrayed you and you come to me, 
 wounded but whole, and bless me, 
 I can hardly believe. 
 In my shattered ruins you pick up the pieces, 
 you gather the dust and breathe life into it 
 and it takes living form 
 and it is me, and I am alive and free. 
 You will understand, then, if like a newborn 
 I am bewildered, maybe even terrified, 
 before I come to myself and, 
 squinting in the light, 
 cling to you with all my might. 

- Steve Garnaas-Holmes
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News and Notes

April 18, 2021 

For more information on St. Laurence and upcoming activities 
visit the parish website at www.saintlaurence.ca 

Earth Week April, 18, 20, 22, 2021 

KAIROS 
Sunday,	April	18,	2021		

1:00	-	3:00	pm		
Online	via	Zoom		

The theme of Earth Day this year is Restore Our Earth.The 
COVID-19 pandemic and climate change have painfully 

reminded us about the impacts of human behaviour that break 
down natural systems and threaten the lives of so many species, 

including humans.  Restore Our Earth reminds us of the 
opportunity we have to restore relationship, to reconnect with 

Creation, and learn to live in right relationship with people and 
the earth.   

Please see the Newsletter on our website for more information.

http://www.saintlaurence.ca
http://www.saintlaurence.ca


It’s Spring

It won’t be long before we will be needing 
to start the season of ‘grass cutting’ at St. 

Laurence.

If you think you’d like to volunteer a couple 
of hours every month please contact the 

office.
604-936-5423
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Paul 
Faith in Troubled Times

Bible study resumes with Paul facing betrayal, shipwreck 
& imprisonment. 

Join us via Zoom for a six part series starting  
Monday, May 17th at 6:00 pm. 

Note: no Bible study, Victoria Day, May 24th.
More information to come.
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