
 

GATHERING: The Spirit Calls Us Together 
Prelude 
 

Welcome and Announcements  
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the fountain of living water, our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 

 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. Let us 
give thanks for the gift of baptism.  

We give you thanks, O God, O Living One, for you have created all, and you water the earth 
abundantly. Oceans, rivers and streams bless you. 

 

All life is sustained by you, our Source.  
We praise you for Christ, the firstborn from the dead, who frees us from sin and raises us up 
to new life. Here at this font we touch the river of the water of life. Here, death is washed 
away forever. 
 

Here, we are grafted into the tree of life, with leaves for the healing of the world.  
Pour out your Holy Spirit on this assembly, into this community, and throughout all creation. 
Cleanse us from our fears and drown our divisions. Grant that all may drink of your mercy and 
peace. Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn                                    “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”                                                       ELW  392 
  

 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; his the scepter, his the throne; 
 Alleluia! his the triumph, his the victory alone. 

 Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood: 
 "Jesus out of ev'ry nation has redeemed us by his blood." 

 

Alleluia! Not as orphans are we left in sorrow now; 
 Alleluia! he is near us; faith believes, nor questions how. 

 Though the cloud from sight received him when the forty days were o'er, 
 shall our hearts forget his promise: "I am with you evermore"? 

 

Alleluia! Bread of heaven, here on earth our food, our stay; 
 Alleluia! here the sinful flee to you from day to day. 

 Intercessor, friend of sinners, earth's redeemer, hear our plea 
 where the songs of all the sinless sweep across the crystal sea. 
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Alleluia! King eternal, Lord omnipotent we own; 
 Alleluia! born of Mary, earth your footstool, heav'n your throne. 

 As within the veil you entered, robed in flesh, our great high priest, 
 here on earth both priest and victim in the eucharistic feast. 

 

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; his the scepter, his the throne; 
 Alleluia! his the triumph, his the victory alone. 

 Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood: 
 "Jesus out of ev'ry nation has redeemed us by his blood.           

 

Greeting  
Alleluia!  Christ is risen.    
 Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with 
you all.    
 And also with you. 

 

Hymn of Praise                                         “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”                                                ELW 172 

 

Halle, halle, halle-lujah.  
Halle, halle, halle-lujah.  
Halle, halle, halle-lujah.  
Hallelujah. Hallelujah.  

(repeat all) 

Prayer of the Day 
Holy Giver and Receiver of life, your martyr, Stephen, shined with the light of your Holy Spirit. 
When his opponents took his life, he offered up his spirit to you, and prayed mercy for theirs. 
Make Stephen an example of faith and courage for all your followers, for the sake of the one who 
brought light and life to this world, Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 

Special Music                                                “He Lives”                                             Wendy Brenner 
             
WORD: We Hear God in Scripture & Preaching 
 

Acts 6:7-7:2a, 7:51 -- 8:1...The word of God continued to spread; the number of the disciples 
increased greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith. 
8Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and signs among the people. 9Then some of 
those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), Cyrenians, Alexandrians, 
and others of those from Cilicia and Asia, stood up and argued with Stephen. 10But they could not 
withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he spoke. 11Then they secretly instigated some 
men to say, "We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God." 12They 
stirred up the people as well as the elders and the scribes; then they suddenly confronted him, 
seized him, and brought him before the council. 13They set up false witnesses who said, "This man 
never stops saying things against this holy place and the law; 14for we have heard him say that this 
Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will change the customs that Moses handed on to us." 
15And all who sat in the council looked intently at him, and they saw that his face was like the face 
of an angel. 1Then the high priest asked him, "Are these things so?" 2And Stephen replied: 
"Brothers and fathers, listen to me. The God of glory appeared to our ancestor Abraham...51"You 
stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you are forever opposing the Holy Spirit, just 
as your ancestors used to do. 52Which of the prophets did your ancestors not persecute? They 
killed those who foretold the coming of the Righteous One, and now you have become his 
betrayers and murderers. 53You are the ones that received the law as ordained by angels, and yet 



 

you have not kept it." 54When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground their 
teeth at Stephen. 55But filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the glory of 
God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56"Look," he said, "I see the heavens opened and 
the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!" 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud 
shout all rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone 
him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
stoning Stephen, he prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 60Then he knelt down and cried out in 
a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." When he had said this, he died. 8:1And Saul 
approved of their killing him. That day a severe persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, 
and all except the apostles were scattered throughout the countryside of Judea and Samaria.  

 

The Gospel of the Lord.   
 Thanks be to God. 

 

Message  Pastor Jim Killough 
 

Hymn of the Day                         “Lord, You Give the Great Commission”                             ELW  579 
 

 Lord, you give the great commission: "Heal the sick and preach the word." 
 Lest the church neglect its mission, and the gospel go unheard, 

 help us witness to your purpose with renewed integrity: 
 

Refrain:  With the Spirit's gifts empow'r us for the work of ministry. 
 

Lord, you call us to your service: "In my name baptize and teach." 
 That the world may trust your promise, life abundant meant for each, 

 give us all new fervor, draw us closer in community:  Refrain 
 

Lord, you make the common holy:  "This my body, this my blood." 
Let us all, for earth's true glory, daily lift life heavenward, 

 asking that the world around us share your children's liberty:  Refrain 
 

Lord, you show us love's true measure: "Father, what they do, forgive." 
 Yet we hoard as private treasure all that you so freely give. 
 May your care and mercy lead us to a just society:  Refrain 

 

Lord, you bless with words assuring: "I am with you to the end." 
 Faith and hope and love restoring, may we serve as you intend 
 and, amid the cares that claim us, hold in mind eternity:  Refrain 

 

Prayers 
 

As each petition concludes: “Hear us, O God.” please respond: “Your mercy is great.” 
 

Lord’s Prayer  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

Sharing God’s Peace  
The Peace of Christ be with you always. 

 And also with you. 
 
 
 



 

MEAL: God Feeds us with the Presence of Jesus 
 

“Remember Me” 
 

On the night he was betrayed, he took the bread. 
After giving thanks, he broke it and said, 

‘This is my body, broken for you, and as you eat it, remember Me. 
This is my body, broken for you, And as you eat it, remember Me.’ 

 

On the night he was betrayed, he took the cup. 
After giving thanks, he lifted it up. 

‘This is my blood, poured out for you, and as you drink it, remember Me. 
This is my blood, poured out for you, And as you drink it, remember Me.’ 

 

So, we thank you for the wine and for the bread, 
For we see the life you gave and the blood you shed. 

And we remember, your wondrous love. you gave your body, you shed your blood. 
And we remember, your wondrous love, you gave your body, you shed your blood. 

 

Communion  
The body of Christ given for you.   The blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

Communion Blessing  
 

Post-Communion Prayer  
 

Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still 
around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all 
people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SENDING: Being Loved, God Sends Us to Love 
 

Blessing 
 

Sending Hymn                                 “They’ll Know We Are Christians”                              
 

We are one in the Spirit; we are one in the Lord.   
We are one in the Spirit; we are one in the Lord.   

And we pray that all unity may one day be restored.   
 

(Chorus) And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love.   
Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.   

 

We will walk with each other; we will walk hand by hand. 
We will walk with each other; we will walk hand in hand. 

And together we’ll spread the news that God is in our land. (Chorus)  
 

We will work with each other; we will work side by side.  
We will work with each other; we will work side by side. 

And we’ll guard each one’s dignity and save each one’s pride. (Chorus)  
 

All praise to the Father, from whom all things come. 
And all praise to Christ Jesus, His only Son. 

And all praise to the Spirit, who makes us one.  (Chorus)  
 

Dismissal 
Be safe...Embrace grace. Christ is risen! Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!  
 Thanks be to God. Alleluia!  

 

Postlude 



 

Announcements  
 In-Person Worship Update We have temporarily suspended in-person worship. Once the 

“Positive Cases per 100,00 per Day” in Douglas County goes back under 20, we will resume in-
person worship. Based on the weather, we will either have Parking Lot/Facebook Live Worship or 
Facebook Live worship only.   

 Food Pantry  Our first Saturday of the month Pantry is May 1.  If you would like to assist with 
pantry prep on Friday, April 30 or the day of the pantry, Saturday, May 1, please CLICK HERE. 

 Prayer Requests If you have prayer requests for Sunday worship, email PASTOR JIM, or place 
them on the Prayer Wall  on our church app. 

Sunday, April 18 
 9:30 am Facebook Live  
  

Monday, April 19  
 6:30 pm Boy Scouts (Parking Lot) 
 9:00 pm CMA Meeting 
 

Tuesday, April 20 
 Cross Currents Due 
 10:00 am   Staff Meeting (Zoom) 
 6:30 pm   Council Meeting (Zoom) 
 7:30 pm A.A. Meeting 
 

 

Wednesday, April 21 
  6:00 pm  Confirmation  
  

Thursday,  April 22 
 1:30 pm Centering Prayer Group (Zoom) 
 7:00 pm Alanon 
 

Sunday, April 25 
 9:30 am Facebook Live ? 
 

 

Calendar for Upcoming Week 

Prayer Requests from our Church Family 
Member Concerns 
Emma Leaders as she recovers from knee surgery 
 

On-Going Member Concerns 
Eddie Nabity at Hillcrest Papillion 
 

Friends and Relatives 
Pete, Summer & PJ Kalligher, nephew and great niece & nephew of Harvey Gifford; Ronald Gulbranson & Sharon 
Kelley, Julie Noteman’s brother & sister; Roger Kay, Barb Kay’s brother; Aaron McDonald, McDonald’s 
grandson; Larry Rolles, Linda Kohrs’ daughter-in-law’s father; Diane Aden,  friend of  Linda Kohrs. 
 

Grieving 
Marie Pitner and her family as they mourn the death of her sister, Hazel. 
Family and friends of Millie Lutz as they mourn her death. 

Worship Credits 
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