
Revelation - Week 19 - April 21 
Revelation 22:6-21 
“Epilogue” 

Intro and Recap  

- we are in our last week of Revelation! The epilogue is the closing 
remarks and wrap up to the book 


- We have come a long way in our study! And hopefully the book of 
Revelation has been exciting and challenging to you - my hope is that a 
lot of the fear and confusion has been lifted and you can see how 
amazing this last book of the Bible is 


- now we are going to see in John’s epilogue, themes repeated from the 
prologue - and basically this is to reaffirm the transmission and 
trustworthiness of the book 


- So just to remind you again, as we close out this book, the book of 
Revelation is a discipleship manual, not a crystal ball - but unfortunately 
it has turned into the predictor of the next horrible thing that will happen 
book 


- Really, in its simplest terms, the book of Revelation is about Jesus - and 
any interpretation that does not lead us to the feet of Jesus is simply off 
the mark (if you read Revelation and its about Israel and Russia and 1 
world government and being afraid of the mark of the beast you’ve 
missed the point!) 


- Even the word apocalypse means “unveiling or breaking through” - not 
“look out! Something awful is about to happen!” 


- Revelation seeks to do 2 things: 

	 - 1. Set the present moment in all its brokenness, violence and 
uncertainty in light of the unseen realities of the future 

	 - 2. Seeks to set the present moment in light of unseen realities of 
the present


- So I thought it would be good to quickly recap what we’ve looked at: 


Revelation 1 - prologue and a vision of the son of man 

Revelation 2-3 - the letters to the 7 churches 

Revelation 4-5 - a vision of the throne room and the Lamb 

Revelation 6 - the 7 seals (the time between Jesus 1st and 2nd coming - 
from the vantage point of the persecuted church) 

Revelation 7 - God’s people sealed with the Holy Spirit 




Revelation 8-9 - the first 6 trumpets (the time between Jesus 1st and 2nd 
coming - from the vantage point of the world) 

Revelation 10-11 - what the church does in the meantime - as the 
trumpets are being sounded (we are witnesses in the world to the Lamb - 
even unto death) 

Revelation 11 - the 7th trumpet is blown (we are brought all the way up to 
Jesus’ return) 

Revelation 12 - a vision of a woman, a child, and a dragon (Satan and his 
pursuit of God’s people) 

Revelation 13 - the 2 beasts (the 1st beast is the empires who oppress and 
oppose God’s people / the 2nd beast is the religious systems that push 
people to worship the 1st beast) 

Revelation 14 - the message of the 3 angels/the harvest of the earth 

Revelation 15-16 - the 7 bowls of God’s wrath (the time between Jesus 1st 
and 2nd coming - from the vantage point of the throne of God) 

Revelation 17-18 - Babylon and its fall 

Revelation 19 - the marriage supper of the Lamb and Jesus’ second 
coming 

Revelation 20 - the 1000 reign of Jesus (going on now) / Satan’s defeat / 
final judgment 

Revelation 21 - the new heavens and new earth 

Revelation 22 - epilogue 


READ Revelation 22:6-21  

- so what’s interesting about these closing statements is how a few things 
are repeated 


- There are repeated calls to obedience in this last section 

- But also, Jesus says multiple times - I am coming soon 


1:3 - “Blessed is the one who reads aloud the word of this prophecy, and 
blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time 
is near.” 

22:10 - “And he said to me, ‘Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of 
this book, for the time is near.” 


- so it’s interesting, the book of Revelation starts with “the time is near” 
and ends with “the time is near” 


- And this isn’t the only place in the NT that talks about the time being 
near: 




Romans 13:11-12 - “	 Besides this you know the time, that the hour has 
come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than 
when we first believed. The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then 
let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armour of light.” 


1 Peter 4:7 - “The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled 
and sober-minded for the sake of your prayers.” 


1 John 2:17-18 - “And the world is passing away along with its desires, 
but whoever does the will of God abides forever. Children, it is the last 
hour and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now many 
antichrists have come.” 


Mark 1:15 - “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; 
repent and believe in the gospel.” 


- so it’s interesting: Jesus in AD 30 announces the time is fulfilled and the 
kingdom of God is here 


- Paul in AD 57 says the time is near 

- Peter somewhere between AD 60-64 says the time is near 

- John in AD 96 says the time is near 

- And now it is 2021 - how is that near??? 2000 years later 


- So there is this balance - because Jesus also gives the parable in 
Matthew 25 about a master going on a long trip / he also gives the 
parable of the kingdom like a seed growing in the earth 


- These things take time 


Also in 2 Peter 3:8-9 - “But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that 
with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as 
one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count 
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, 
but that all should reach repentance.” 


- so really, the time is always near - Jesus is coming - and this explains 
the upheaval of history - much of the upheaval is as the kingdom of God 
grows and advances and breaks in, the world resists it 


- So its not as if Jesus or Peter or Paul or John were wrong and the time 
wasn’t near - its always near 


- so let’s walk through the passage and just hit on some highlights here: 




Verse 6 - these words are trustworthy and true (we can trust them because 
they are from God) 


Verse 7 - the first call to obedience - blessed is the one who keeps the 
words of the prophecy of this book - there is a blessing for following and 
obeying the Lamb - the blessing is salvation 


Verse 8 - John begins to worship the angel who brought the message - 
just like in Revelation 19:10 - and the angels response is much the same 
as in chapter 19 - do no do that! I am a fellow servant with you. Worship 
God! 


- i think this shows how easy it can be to worship and revere a 
messenger (human or angelic) of God when they powerfully preach a 
message 


1 Corinthians 3:4-7 - “For when one says, ‘I follow Paul,’ and another, ‘I 
follow Apollos,’ are you not being merely humans? What then is Apollos? 
What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned 
to each. I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So neither 
he who plants nor he who waters is anything but only God who gives the 
growth.” 


Acts 14:14-15 - “But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, 
they tore their garments and rushed out into the crowd, crying out, ‘Men, 
why are you doing these things? We also are men, of like nature with you, 
and we bring you good news, that you should turn from these vain things 
to a living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all 
that is in them.” 


Verse 10 - then the angel says “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy 
of this book, for the time is near.” 

- opposite of Daniel 12:4 - “But you, Daniel, shut up the words and seal 

the book, until the time of the end. Many shall run to and fro, and 
knowledge shall increase.” 


- Daniel was given these prophetic visions and he didn’t understand how 
or when this would all unfold - but now we can 


Ephesians 3:4-5 - “When you read this, you can perceive my insight into 
the mystery of Christ, which was not made known to the sons of men in 



other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and 
prophets by the Spirit.” 


1 Peter 1:12 - “It was revealed to them that they were serving not 
themselves but you, in the things that’s have now been announced to you 
through those who preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent 
from heaven, things into which angels long to look.”


- so Daniel when he receives his visions is told - seal it up! Until the time 
of the end 


- And John is told when he receives his visions - don’t seal it up! 


Verse 11 - let the evildoers still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy and the 
righteous still do right and the holy still be holy 


- similar to Daniel 12:10 - “Many shall purify themselves and make 
themselves white and be refined, but the wicked shall act wickedly. And 
none of the wicked shall understand, but those who are wise shall 
understand.” 


- But how can it say “let the evildoer still do evil”? 

- To understand that think of the whole book - those who dwell on the 

earth, unbelievers have been given time after time after time to repent 
and they refuse 


- All throughout the 7 bowls of judgment it says “they hardened their 
hearts.” 


- It is similar to Jesus when he used parables and said “he who has an 
ear, let him hear.” 


Isaiah 6:9-10 - “And he said, ‘Go, and say to this people: Keep on hearing, 
but do not understand; keep on seeing, but do not perceive. Make the 
heart of this people dull, and their ears heavy, and blind their eyes; lest 
they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears and understand in their 
hearts, and turn and be healed.” 


- Isaiah the prophets ministry, had a hardening effect on those who 
refused to hear 


Matthew 13:10-13 - “Then the disciples came and said to him, ‘Why do 
you speak to them in parables?’ And he answered them, ‘To you it has 
been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it 



has not been given. For to the one who has, more will be given, and he will 
have an abundance, but from the one who has not, even what he has will 
be taken away. This is why I speak to them in parables, because seeing 
they do not see, and hearing they do not hear.” 


Verses 12-13 - behold i am coming soon - bringing recompense, repay 
everyone for what he has done 

- i am the alpha and the omega, the first and the last, the beginning and 

the end 

- I think we read those 3 statements and view them as the same - alpha/

omega, first/last, beginning/end 

- The beginning and the end is interesting in the original language 


Beginning = arche 

- it means the beginning as in the source of the series and a pattern of 

everything else in the series (everything else in the series finds its source 
and pattern in the 1st) 


- Everything in the universe finds its pattern and source in Jesus! 


Colossians 1:15-18 - “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of 
all creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities - 
all things were created through him and for him. And he is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, 
the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in 
everything he might be preeminent.” 


End = telos 

- the inherit destiny of the series 

- So the telos of an acorn = oak tree 

- The telos of creation - the end goal is Jesus, the inherit destiny of 

faithful human beings is to be like Jesus


Verse 14-15 - he reminds us who isn’t going to be there in the new 
heavens and new earth 

- outside are the dogs, sorcerers, sexually immoral, murderers, idolaters, 

everyone who loves and practices falsehood 

- Already seen this list - 21:8, 21:7 




Verse 16 - I Jesus have sent my angel to testify to you about these things 
for the churches - I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright 
morning star. 


- the root and descendant of David: 


Isaiah 11:1, 10 - “There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit...In that day the root of Jesse, 
who shall stand as a sign for the peoples - of him shall the nations inquire, 
and his resting place shall be glorious.” 


- the bright morning star: 


Numbers 24:17 - “I see him, but now now; I behold him, but not near: a 
star shall come out of Jacob, and a sceptre shall rise out of Israel...” 


- here is what is interesting about the bright morning star: 

- It is the last title Jesus gives himself in the book of Revelation - this is 

the last recorded things Jesus says about himself 

- And the morning star appears when the night has reached is greatest 

degree of darkness 


“The morning star often appears between 2 and 3 at night, when the 
darkness is complete, and the faintest sign of morning is not yet visible. 
So small that it threatens to vanish, the star seems unable to vanquish the 
overpowering darkness. Yet when you see the morning star, you know that 
the night has been defeated. For the morning star pulls the morning in 
behind it, just as certainly as Jesus pulls the kingdom in behind him.” 

- Bob Goudzwaard 


2 Peter 1:19 - “And we have something more sure, the prophetic word, to 
which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, 
until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts...” 


Isaiah 60:1-3 - “Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the 
Lord has risen upon you. For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and 
thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory 
will be seen upon you. And nations shall come to your light, and kings to 
the brightness of your rising.” 




- i don’t think it’s coincidence that Jesus’ last title he gives himself in this 
book is the bright morning star. 


- He is saying, even though the world looks dark, we can have confidence 
that Jesus has overcome the darkness - he is the bright morning star 


Verses 18-19 - a warning about adding or taking away from the words of 
this book 

- echoes a few spots in the OT: 


Deuteronomy 4:1-2 - “And now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the 
rules that I am teaching you, and do them, that you may live, and go in and 
take possession of the land that the Lord, the God of your fathers, is giving 
you. You shall not add to the word that I command you, nor take away 
from it, that you may keep the commandments of the Lord your God that I 
command you.” 


Deuteronomy 29:20 - “The Lord will not be willing to forgive him, but rather 
the anger of the Lord and his jealousy will smoke against that man, and 
the curses written in this book will settle upon him, and the Lord will blot 
out his name from under heaven.” 


Closing 


- so i love that in 5 spots in this closing section there is a call to 
obedience:


- Vs. 7 - blessed is the one who keeps the words of prophecy in this book 

- Vs. 9 - worship God! 

- Vs. 11 - Righteous still do right, holy still be holy 

- Vs. 14 - blessed are those who wash their robes 

- Vs. 18-19 - don’t add or take away anything in this book. 


So how do we live? In the meantime, the time is near, what are the 
implications? 

1. Resist the agenda of the night - don’t bow the knee to the beast or 

Babylon 


2. Embrace the agenda of the day - walk in the light 




	 Romans 13:11-14 - “besides this you know the time, that the hour 
has come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation isn nearer to us now 
than when we first believed. The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So 
then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armour of light. 
Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not 
in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarrelling and jealousy. But put 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its 
desires.” 


3. Enter the darkness of night with the light of the day 


